As stated by The Children’s Rights Alliance (2010), The United Nations Convention on the Rights of The Child (UNCRC) (1989) is a legal agreement in which each ratified country is bound to implement the protection, promotion and fulfilment of the rights of a child. Department for Education (2010) states that the UNCRC officially commenced in the United Kingdom on 15th January 1992, whereupon all children under the age of eighteen inherent Human Rights and an inclusive set of rights specifically for children as a vulnerable group in society. The rights, as noted by UNICEF (No Date) are published in the UNCRC as 54 articles entailing different provisions that every child is legally entitled to, furthermore, as stated by Freeman (2011) each article is indivisible, therefore interlinked and of equal importance.
Welsh Government (2019) state that the Children and Young Persons Measure introduced in Wales in 2011 underpins the allegiance of Welsh Law to the UNCRC as the first country to include the convention as part of its domestic law (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2020). Lyle (2014) agrees by stating that the UNCRC is at the foreground of the Children and Young Persons Rights Measure and in the policy making decisions by Welsh Ministers.



Article 12 – Bradwell (2019) notes that Articles 12 identifies that children have a voice and are free to express their feelings and opinions.
As stated by Fleming (2015) ,The School Councils (Wales) Regulations 2005 (National Assembly for Wales, 2005) requires schools to construct an  elected pupil led council in which opinions and concerns may be expressed to governors, headteachers and teachers. Hemming (2018) notes that the ‘pupil voice’ and ‘circle time’ enables Article 12 to be implemented by allowing the children to be involved and confer with adults about matters that directly affect them. 
Vandenhole et al (2015) suggests that support should be given by adults to encourage the participation of children on matters that affect them directly, thus encouraging mutual respect. The Children’s Workforce Development Council (No Date) agree with this by stating that practitioners should be skilled to listen and use body language in an empathetic and uncritical manner to enhance communication and build rapport with children and their families. This, in turn, as stated by Lansdown (2011) encourages the children to develop and strengthen their confidence skills and self-esteem. This coincides with Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, as suggested by Grosse and Roman (2016), in which acknowledging children’s right to express their opinions gives a sense of achievement and allows the children to progress in the hierarchy. 
According to Rock (2020), Article 12 is implemented in the Reggio Emilia approach through the encouragement of children to communicate their opinions and ideas about their education and express their feelings to their teacher upon which their views are respected.
Welsh Government (2015) states in the Foundation Phase framework that children will be encouraged to ask questions and engage in sustained shared thinking in which they will be listened to and treated with respect 



Article 3 – Human Rights Joint Committee (2015) state that all applicable adults must do what is in a child’s best interests.
Sutherland and Macfarlane (2016) state that children’s best interests must be the predominant concern in all endeavours regarding children. Holland (2017) suggests that if the child’s best interests are not taken into account then a considerable impact could be invoked on the children’s lives, therefore, communications and organisations between all relevant departments must be undertaken to ensure the child’s best interests are key. UNICEF (2007) agrees by noting of the importance of implementing what is in the child’s best interest throughout all settings, schools and services by ensuring that staff are well trained and skilled to work with the required age groups alongside consistency of abiding to the policies and procedures to a high standard and appropriate safeguarding ensuring children are protected from harm and neglect. 
Holland (2017) agrees with this by stating that to implement Article 3, multi-agency and school staff are required to be knowledgeable of the UNCRC as a framework for the setting and transparency for all support platforms showing where the children’s rights have been used. 
Welsh Government (2019) state that the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act’s aim is for care services and social services to work together to support children in situations in which their best interests are not being met. This is agreed with and endorsed by Care Council for Wales (2015) in the code of practice for residential childcare workers in the rights and best interests of the child must be promoted and respected.
Lansdown (2011) concurs by stating that respect and understanding in a protective environment is developed when a child’s opinion is taken into consideration by adults when making a decision that is in their best interest, however in situations in which a child’s opinion is not suitable for their best interests, an explanation must be made to the child as to why Article 3 has led to this decision. Children’s Workforce Development Council (No Date) agree with this by suggesting that decisions against the child’s wishes but in their best interests, should be made without any discriminations and reasons expressed to the child, such as to keep them from harm.
The framework of the Foundation Phase, as stated by Welsh Government (2015) aims to promote Article 3 of  the UNCRC by ensuring that children are provided with an suitable curriculum education and safety to reach their potential and become the best that they can be. 







Article 23 - UNICEF (2010), states Governments must do their upmost to ensure that children with a disability are supported in achieving, if possible, self-reliance and independence with the aim of living a full and dignified life.
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017-2020) state that children with a disability should be able to be educated in school that provides special care if needed and comprehends their disability whilst encouraging their participation and inclusion in activities and choices. 
Welsh Government (2015) Foundation Phase agree with this by stating that schools and settings should collaborate with specialist multi-agencies to ensure that the children receive the best education experience, such as making adjustments to enable participation from all children in activities and adaptations to assist with communication. This coincides with Welsh Government (2016) who state every child is unique, therefore, practitioners should provide support and opportunities that encourage children and meet their needs. 
 Department for Education (2015) state that early years settings and schools should have a Special Educational Needs (SEN) policy in place in which staff are able to consult with multi-agencies such as health care professionals in to support the children, thus, providing the opportunity for positive outcomes and becoming valued members of the community. This is agreed with by 
This is agreed with by Welsh Government (2019) who states that the SEN framework will be replaced in Wales in 2021 providing and Additional Learning Needs (ALN) framework that support all children with ALN and disabilities that be provided with an Individual Development Plan (IDP) and supported  through monitoring, valuable interventions and assessments. 
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Article 31 – Jones and Walker (2011) state that every child has the right the participate in cultural activities, to relax and to play.
Gething (2014) states in the Wales – a Play Friendly Country guidance of the importance of play opportunities for all children to develop the beneficial qualities to their health and well-being into adult life. 
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2013) notes that adults should provide an appropriate environment in which children may participate in play and leisurely activities unaccompanied, with other children, or with support from adults. This is agreed with by Ministry of Education (No Date) who suggest that adults should risk assess the environment and equipment provided  to ensure that children can play safely, whilst also advising and encouraging play activities to support development. 
Welsh Government (2015) agree by stating that in the Foundation Phase practitioners must ensure that children have opportunities for planned and child-initiated leisure and play indoors and outdoors resulting in the development of gross and fine motor skills. This coincides with Hutt, cited in Play Wales (2020), who states that risk assessments should be undertaken, however environments provided for children should be stimulating and offer challenges in order to provide children opportunities of exploration in free and risky play, thus enhancing their well-being and development.  This also concurs with Mcmillan’s opinion, as stated by Wilkinson (2015), in which outdoor risky play, such as climbing, supports children’s intellectual and physical development and emotional well-being. 
Rymanowicz (2015) suggests that adults should observe, talk and listen to children as they play to gain information, such as when a child is role playing, to have a better understanding of support needed and the child’s interests. Welsh Government (2015) agree by stating that assessments and observations are conducted by teachers in the Foundation Phase in order to record the children’s achievements and determine their outcomes. 




Bradwell, M. (2019) ‘Voice, views and the UNCRC Articles 12 and 13’, Journal of Early Childhood Research, 17(4), pp.423-433. 
Accessed: 9th May 2020.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1476718X19875780 


Care Council for Wales (2015) The Residential Child Care Worker.
Available at: https://socialcare.wales/cms_assets/file-uploads/The-Residential-Child-Care-Worker-Practice-Guidance-for-Residential-Child-Care-Workers-registered-with-CCW-ENG-2.pdf 
(Accessed: 9th May 2020).


Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017-2020) UNCRC Simplified Articles.
 Available at: https://cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrc/articles/article-23/ 
(Accessed 10th May 2020).


Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2020) Children’s Rights.
Available at: https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/ 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Children’s Rights Alliance (2010) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Available at: https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/submissions_reports/files/UNCRCEnglish_0.pdf 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).



Children’s Workforce Development Council (No Date) The common core of skills and knowledge.Available at: https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/309880/mod_resource/content/0/Common%20core%20of%20skills%20and%20knowledge%20for%20the%20childrens%20workforce.pdf 
(Accessed: 9th May 2020).


Department for Education (2010) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:  How legislation underpins implementation in England.
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-how-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).


Department for Education (2015) Special educational needs and disability code of practice:  0 to 25 years.
Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Fleming, D. (2015) ‘Student Voice: An Emerging Discourse in Irish Education Policy’, International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, 8(2), 223-242.
Accessed: 10th May 2020.
URL: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1085872.pdf 


Freeman, D. (2011) ‘The Value and Values of Children’s Rights’, in A. Invernizzi and J. Williams (ed.) The Human Rights of Children: From Visions to Implementation. Farnham: Ashgate



Gething, V. (2014) Wales – A Play Friendly Country. 
Available at: http://democracy.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/documents/s6634/Statutory%20Guidance.pdf 
(Accessed 10th May 2020).


Grosse, A. and Roman, N. (2016) ‘Building Caregivers and Communities for Sustainable Transformation’, Relational Child and Youth Practice,29(4) p.75.
Accessed:10th May (2020).
URL: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/307012589_Building_Caregivers_and_Communities_for_Sustainable_Transformation 


Hemming, P.J. (2018) ‘No offence to God but I don’t believe in Him’: religion, schooling and children’s rights’, Ethnography and Education, 13(2), pp.154-171.
Accessed: 10th May 2020.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17457823.2017.1287582 


Holland, S. (2017) The Right Way A Children’s Rights Approach in Wales.
Available at: https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/The-Right-Way.pdf 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).


Human Rights Joint Committee (2015) Eighth Report: The UK's compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. HL Paper, 144.
Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201415/jtselect/jtrights/144/14404.htm 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).


Jones, P. and Walker, G. (2011) Children's rights in practice. London: Sage.

	
Lansdown, G. (2011) Every child’s right to be heard. London: Save the Children UK.
Available at: https://www.unicef.org/french/adolescence/files/Every_Childs_Right_to_be_Heard.pdf
(Accessed: 9th May 2020).


Lyle, S. (2014) ‘Embracing the UNCRC in Wales (UK): Policy, pedagogy and prejudices’, Educational Studies, 40(2), pp.215-232. 
Accessed: 8th May 2020.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2013.870880 


Ministry of Education (No Date) Physically active play Korikori.
Available at: https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/Play-ideas/Physically-active-play.pdf 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (2020) Children and the law.
Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/children-the-law#heading-top 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).


Play Wales (2020) Welsh Government Play Policy.
Available at: https://www.playwales.org.uk/eng/walesplaypolicy 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Rock, A. (2020) The Reggio Emilia Preschool Philosophy.
Available at: https://www.verywellfamily.com/reggio-emilia-approach-2764968 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).

Rymanowicz, K. (2015) The power of play – Part 5: Adult roles in child’s play.
Available at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/the_power_of_play_part_5_adult_roles_in_childs_play 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Sutherland, E.E. and Macfarlane, L.A.B. (2016) Implementing Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2013) General comment No. 17 on the right of the child to rest, leisure, play, recreational activities, cultural life and the arts, 31.
Available at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fGC%2f17&Lang=en 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).



UNICEF (2007) Implementation Handbook for the Convention on the Rights of The Child.
Available at: https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Implementation_Handbook_for_the_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child_Part_1_of_3.pdf
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).



UNICEF (2010) A Summary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_summary-1.pdf 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).



UNICEF (No Date) How we protect Children's rights with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020).


Vandenhole, W., Desmet, E., Reynaert, D. and Lembrechts, S. (2015) Routledge international handbook of children's rights studies. Oxon: Routledge.


	
Welsh Government (2015) Curriculum for Wales. Foundation Phase Framework (revised 2015).
Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-02/foundation-phase-framework-revised-2015.pdf 
(Accessed: 9th May 2020).


Welsh Government (2016) Children and Young People’s National Participation Standards.
Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-02/Bilingual-Participation-Standards-poster2016.pdf 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Welsh Government (2019) Children’s rights in Wales.
Available at: https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales 
(Accessed: 8th May 2020)

Welsh Government (2019) Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act A young person’s summary.
Available  at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/social-services-and-well-being-wales-act-a-young-persons-summary.pdf 
(Accessed: 9th May 2020).

Welsh Government (2019) The Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Transformation Programme.
Available at: https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-11/additional-learning-needs-transformation-programme-frequently-asked-questions.pdf 
(Accessed: 10th May 2020).


Wilkinson, R. (2015) Risky play in Icelandic preschools.
Accessed: 10th May 2020.
URL: https://skemman.is/bitstream/1946/21910/3/Risky%20play%20in%20Icelandic%20preschools%20RACHEL.pdf 

