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Early Christian History
Dr. Brenda Llewellyn Ihssen 

Topic: The study of Christian history and its sources

1. Pre-Enlightenment: 





2. Post-Enlightenment Disciplines that might shape our study of early Christian History 




3. The Nature of Historical Sources; 
a. Primary 


b. Secondary 

4. Reading Primary Sources 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. [image: ]
f. 

5. What will we consider? 
a. Content

b. Interpretation 

c. The approach we will take in the classroom 
i. Practitioners 
ii. Students 


	
	Wealthy (4%)

	
	



Middling (85-90%)

	
	Indigent (4-6%)






Via Romana = values that shaped culture
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Honor/shame

· Purity/pollution


· Patron/client 


· Kin/outsider


Religious History


Feminist Theory


Gender Studies


Queer Theory


Womanist 
Theory


Sociology 


Anthropology


Phenomenological Studies 


Environmental Studies 
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We will seek to understand
people, ideas, practices,
events and institutions on
their terms, not ours.

Our app

We will focus on how an
experience of the divine
made a difference, rather
than on whether or not a
person experienced
something divine.

roach to

the c

We will not impose our
assumptions on those living in
a different time and place.

intent.

We will recognize that religion

s connected to, shaped by and

influences economic, political
and social contexts.
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