The role of the professional practitioner is vital in ensuring all children are meeting their personal development. Helping children reach and achieve their individual learning goals to the highest standard of learning available. To ensure the safety and the well-being of the child, and that all children are given the same opportunities. 


Professional practitioners need to work together to best meet the children's individual needs. Staff need to have developed good working relationships with one another to be able to communicate and share ideas effectively. This can be achieved by arranging weekly staff meetings, staff inset days and group planning at the end of a session. Sharing information on each child’s development and interests for future planning. It is important that all staff are made aware of any changes within the setting. This can be achieved by setting up a WhatsApp group where the weeks rota or any essential information regarding staff can be shared. Maintaining confidentiality and following the settings policies and procedures. All practitioners should follow the Data Protection Act 1998 that states any personal information or data about a child or family must be kept safe and secure (Gov.uk, No date). 

Safeguarding.  
Children trust and depend on adults to keep them safe. It is the responsibility of practitioners to raise and report any suspicions or evidence of abuse which may have occurred or is occurring to a child in our care. A child’s welfare is of the utmost importance and every member of staff has a responsibility to the children within their setting. This information needs to be documented and shared with the settings designated child protection officer who will then pass on any relevant information to the local childcare services. 
“Child abuse is the use of power by one person who is stronger/older than the other it results in distress harm or neglect of the victim” It is vital that all professionals are made aware of these procedures and that regular training and procedures are kept up to date. 
 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the most complete statement ever to be produced for children. The convention has 52 rights that cover all aspects of a child's life. The 52 articles state all children should be entitled to these rights regardless of gender, religion, language, or abilities. Adults and governments work together to make sure all children have the right to enjoy life.  
By promoting the values of articles, childen can develop a sense of self, this will improve their wellbeing and self-esteem. Suggesting that when a child understands their rights, they can understand how themselves and others should be treated. 
 

 




Article 3.
Adults must do what is best for me.
Practitioners must ensure the safety and developmental needs of all children are met. Practitioners carry out regular observations on children to ensure needs are being met and catered for. Observing a child during the session will give a better understanding of how to meet the child's needs. Activities should be set up to challenge children's learning and explore their curiosity. Children can only feel safe to do so once their basic needs have been met (Maslow).  
When a healthy professional relationship is established between the children's caregivers, effective communication between the two will create a better understanding of the child. This can allow settings to find out information about the child that could be useful to support them. For example, knowing the family’s situation and history and how the child may be reacting to it (The Needs of the Child).
Letting children learn through play allows them to follow their own style of learning. Children learn better through play learning from firsthand experiences. Allowing children, the time to make choices and decisions and follow their individual interests has a significant impact on how they learn (Foundation phase document). 
“Play is an essential ingredient in the curriculum which should be fun and stimulating” (foundation phase document)
The sentiments of the Rumbold Report (1990) on play still stand firm today. It stated that: “play that is well planned and pleasurable helps children to think, to increase their understanding and to improve their language competence. It allows children to be creative, to explore and investigate materials, to experiment and to draw and test their conclusions... Such experience is important in catching and sustaining children’s interests and motivating their learning as individuals and in co-operation with others” (Foundation phase document).                 







Article 6.
All children have the right to survive and develop. 
In April 2014, the wellbeing of future Generations (Wales) Act became law. The Act places new requirements on the Welsh Government.
Aiming to improve the future of Wales focusing on several well-being goals.
· A prosperous Wales 
· A resilient Wales
· A healthier Wales
· A more equal Wales 
· A Wales of cohesive communities 
· A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh Language 
· A globally responsible Wales
Article 31.
Foundation Phase pedagogy suggests play and active learning motivates and stimulates children to learn. The Welsh Assembly Government (2008), state well-planned provision and play, indoors and outdoors, promotes children’s development. Well planned play ensures children are increasing their knowledge and skills in addition these skills and knowledge are transferable across the seven areas of learning. Children should be given free choice with access to a broad range of resources according to the foundation phase (2015). Furthermore, the Foundation Phase also states how it is the settings place to provide for their children’s needs. The Welsh Government (2016) state that children have the right to play and join in with a wide range of


 
Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Articles 28 and 29 focus on a child’s right to an education and on the quality and content of education.  Article 28 says that “State Parties recognise the right of children to education” and “should take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a manner consistent with the child’s human dignity.” Article 29 focuses on the aims of education and says that governments agree that “the education of the child shall be directed to:
· The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.
· The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.
· The development of respect for the child’s parents, his or her own cultural identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate and for civilisations different from his or her own.
· The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin.
· The development of respect for the natural environment.
The 1990 World Declaration on Education for All described education as consisting of essential learning tools such as literacy, numeracy and problem solving combined with knowledge, skills, values and attitudes required by human beings to survive, develop potential, to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed decisions and to continue learning.
General Comment on the aims of education
In 2001, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the body of experts that monitors the implementation of the Convention, published a paper (called a General Comment) that explained and elaborated on the right to education.
The General Comment 1 on the aims of education provides a very clear overview of what the right to education means in practice. It said that:
· Education must be child-centred and empowering. This applies to the curriculum as well as the educational processes, the pedagogical methods and the environment where education takes place.
· Education must be provided in a way that respects the inherent dignity of the child and enables the child to express his or her views in accordance with article 12 (1) and to participate in school life.
· Education must respect the strict limits on discipline reflected in article 28 and promote non-violence in school.
· Education must include not only literacy and numeracy but also life skills such as the ability to make well-balanced decisions; to resolve conflicts in a non‑violent manner; and to develop a healthy lifestyle, good social relationships and responsibility, critical thinking, creative talents, and other abilities which give children the tools needed to pursue their options in life.
It’s important to remember that the Convention must be seen as a whole and so articles 28 and 29 should not be looked at or considered in isolation. Particular regard should be paid to the General Principles and other closely related articles, for example: article 16: protection of privacy, article 24 health (including health education), article 31 rest, leisure, play, recreation and culture.
The voice of the child is evident throughout the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child articles. The role of the practitioner is essential to the outcome of the children within their setting. Supporting individual needs and ensuring the child is safe are vital.  Appropriate planning, observations and communication as an early year's practitioner is key to a child's development. However, these must follow the children's act 1989 in addition to maintain security, considering the data protection act 1998. 


