Reading for Part Two

I suggest that you read any version of the Bhagavad Gita that you can get your hands on, the point is to get an overall impression of the cultural and spiritual background against which the doctrine of Atman and associated devotional practices were developed. Look at any collection of the Upanishads that you can find for the same reason, so that the emphasis is as much on doctrine as on practice. This will be an essential background for gaining a sense of what the signature Buddhist doctrine of anatman or anatta was intended to counter. David Burton’s book with its very complete bibliography will also provide useful background material as will Conze’s selection from various Buddhist scriptures. Alison Gopnik’s moving essay provides an intriguing account of how David Hume might have encountered Buddhist ideas about the self. Chris Bartley’s Indian Philosophy A to Z has succinct entries on individual Buddhist and Hindu terms. Although it should always be treated with caution, Wikipedia is generally sound on Buddhist terms and expressions. 
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