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Creating an art exhibition: The Product and Production of Modern Culture

In this breakdown, I will be outlining my exhibition, called ‘The Product and Production of Modern Culture’. The Exhibition will be comprised from 5 different products across different forms of creation that have helped to mould and form culture as we see it today, it will include different forms of media and will a single centre piece that I believe is the product at the epicentre of modern culture and consumerism. In 
Location and space
The location of my exhibition is not of great importance to the effect of the pieces within as the display is about modern culture which is by definition all around us at this point in time. That being said, the location will still speak volumes to the visitors of the exhibition because of how location is viewed today. The exhibition will be held in the Empire Polo Club in Indio, California. Seemingly an odd location but this is where the Coachella music festival is held in America, it is an event like no other in the US due to its huge attendance and attraction of the big US artists like Beyoncé and Kanye West. Due to its popularity and modern themes within the festival, I think this would be a prefect location to display the exhibit, giving it a chance to be viewed by young people who themselves may be influenced to become a creator of modern products and art.
The space of the exhibit exist in will be a simple, minimalist format, this also reflects modern culture as much modern architecture is minimalist, many modern houses and buildings are built with an influence around flat mono-toned panels and a lot of glass. I will use this inspiration to create the room for my exhibits which I will place in a simple X shaped room which will have one product in each arm of the room and the centre piece will sit right in the centre of the room.
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(Coachella, California, Kate Wertheimer, 2015)
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(Birdseye view of the Exhibition, Created by author, Owen Pritchard, 2019)

1. Science Piece
2. Art and Design Piece
3. Music Piece
4. Social Media Piece
5. Centre Piece




Science and Technology
The first arm of my exhibit will a piece that represents “science and technology”. Given mankind’s never-ending quest for knowledge and understanding, this piece should both embody engineering development into the modern era and the quest for further knowledge leading us out. It is with these criteria that I have chosen a common microscope as my science piece. This may seem a strange choice given that the microscope has been in use since the late 1600s but I think they most represent the hunger for knowledge that science centres around. Without the microscope, much that we have today would not exist, things that we take for granted, like medical treatments and micro-technology that makes much of our tech. The microscope also gives people a chance to reflect on the deeper understanding that has come from across the many years that the microscope has been around such as medical breakthroughs that saves millions of people around the world. It is because of the microscopes huge impact on humanity that I believe that is fits perfectly within my modern culture exhibit.
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(Image of a modern microscope, Emma Forde, 2018)
Art and Design
In the art arm of my exhibition I needed a piece of art that represented the change in culture as well as a piece that gives a message about how we are changing to it, and that is shown is Banksy’s work ‘mobile lovers’. The piece shows two lovers embracing whilst seemingly having more focus on the others online presence than their physical presence. This perfectly represents our attachment to our online footprint and the constant mission to create ourselves a more prolific profile of ourselves rather than trying to improve ourselves in the real world showing that mankind is firmly in the digital age. This piece also shows the an opposite reflection of its artist, Banksy is renown for being unknown to the public and has gone to great lengths to remain incognito to his fans and even the owners of his works, even going as far to make his work late in the night to remain unseen. This is a contradiction to our modern way of life where people strive to be known, this is where their online profile helps to reach a larger audience to be heard and known. I wish for the viewers of this work to have a similar understanding of it as I have had, that of seeing that we as a people are putting our time and efforts into the wrong things, looking to improve the digital, immaterial parts of themselves instead of putting effort into that which physically exists such as friendship and compassion to others. The message of this piece fits my exhibition perfectly and should help the viewers to understand the larger meaning of the exhibit.
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(Banksy’s ‘Mobile Lovers’, image by Sarah-jane Bungay for BBC news, 7th May 2014)
Music 
In the music arm of my collection, I will primarily be displaying the album cover of ‘Sgt Pepper’s lonely hearts club band’ (SPLHCB), along with the album cover on display, the music from the album will also be playing throughout the exhibition to create a level of ambiance for the participants of the exhibit. There are many albums that represent modern culture, some better that that of the Beatles most prolific album, such as Michael’s ‘Thriller’ and even newer albums like ‘To Pimp a Butterfly’ by Kendrick Lamar, but neither of those artists are as prolific as the Beatles which are the biggest selling music artists of all time according to RIAA and part of Time Magazines “top 100 most influential people of the 20th century”. I have chosen SPLHCB because this is the Beatles bestselling album in their catalogue and is a highly inspirational album to other creators who try to emulate the success of the Beatles. The Beatles where instrumental in the creation of music into an artform and helped to make musicians what they are today, having the first real display of fandom within music with “Beatlemania”, this makes them and the album the best choice for my modern culture exhibit.
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(Sgt Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band album cover, by Peter Blake 1967)
Social Media
In the social media section of my exhibit I will have 3 screens, one on each wall which will have live feeds from Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. These live feeds will show a continuous stream of all of the media that is being posted to these platforms from around the world at that exact moment, the content on the screens will only last a few seconds before refreshing, this will give people a sense of just how much social media there is and how little of it matters to anyone, these will hopefully give people a thought of their own media that they post and get them to understand social medias impact on society. This is probably the most thought-provoking section of my exhibit as I want people to think about what they write online and not just using these platforms for rubbish and hate speech. I believe countering hate speech is the best thing to do when displaying social media around modern culture to try and balance that which is currently on these platforms.


Centre Piece
The centre piece of the exhibit is what I believe to be the most prolific product and the product most associated with the word “modern”. That is, the iPhone. Its mass appeal and collective use of many different technologies and multiple coalitions of media forms helps the iPhone become the biggest selling product of all time, making it a phenomenon that has never been seen before, and raw sales figures that only Coca Cola can stand up to. In recent years, I think that culture itself has subconsciously moved towards smart technology and convenience, and I think that the iPhone epitomises this. The iPhone perfectly reflects modern culture and is the pinnacle to the 4 other arms to my exhibit. Brand loyalty to Apple and what they have created has made a similar fandom that the Beatles faced in the 70s, it has given the platform for artists to grow and for everyone around the world to become a creator through social media platforms, and it is the engineering peek that mankind has created over years of innovation and scientific research. I hope that the combination of the pieces of the exhibit will show people a brief history of modern culture, and how it effects the world around us. I think having a piece that is so recognisable in the centre helps to bring the thought of the exhibit closer to home for the participants.
[image: ]
( Original and most recent iPhones beside each other, Corey Protin, 2017
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