[bookmark: _GoBack]Scenario question
[bookmark: _Int_0qHk5GtR]This case is about a couple Polly and Mohammed who have been together for ten years. Polly became paranoid one night when her and Mohammed were in a bar, and he was being flirtatious with Roxanne the bar lady. Polly was upset by what she had seen and started to show signs of anti-social behavior when and went up to Roxanne and shouted abuse at her and rude hand gestures to her until she was asked to leave the premises. According to (legislation.gov) the anti-social behavior, crime and policing act 2014 states that anti-social behavior is conduct that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person. According to the act anti-social behavior is conduct which is capable of causing a nuisance or annoyance to a person in relation to that person's occupation of residential premises or conduct capable of causing housing related nuisance or annoyance to any person. According to (cps.gov) section 3 a is confined to damaging property belonging to another user. When Polly is outside the pub, she notices Roxanne’s moped outside the bar, she then spots broken glass in the car park which, she then uses to cut the brakes on Roxanne's moped. According to, (legislation.gov) when someone damages any property which belongs to another person without any lawful excuse or damaging property to be reckless or to endanger another person's life shall be guilty of an offence. As seen in (legislation.gov) the criminal damage act 1971 shows that when someone damages property whether it is being reckless as to whether any property would be destroyed or damaged and intending by the destruction or damage to endanger the life of another or being reckless as to whether the life of another would be thereby endangered. If Roxanne had got on her moped and driven home Polly could be guilty of more than one offence if she caused any harm or got into an accident on the way home.
When Polly and Mohammed get home after the incident Polly gets angrier and continues to question Mohammed about Roxanne suggesting that Mohammed finds her more attractive. After this Mohammed snaps at Polly admitting that he had been having an affair with Roxanne for the past nine months. Mohammed claimed to love Roxanne and said that they were going to be together. While Polly is in tears, she picks up a glass ashtray and uses it to smash over Mohammed’s head. Mohammed dies instantly from the head injury. 
[bookmark: _Int_jaJEK04M]This case relates to the R v Kemp (1957) because the husband suffered from the hardening of the arteries this led to a congestion of blood in the defendant's brain which caused temporary lack of consciousness. The defendant was not in their right frame of mind at the time of the incident. Polly also was not in the right frame of mind during the incident, and she also suffered with schizophrenia. According to (WebMD) it changes how you think, feel and act and the symptoms are different depending on the person. When the disease is in full swing the person cannot tell if the certain ideas and perceptions, they have are real or not. The disease has many side effects which include hallucinations, hearing or seeing things that do not exist outside of the mind, visual, movement disorders, trouble concentrating and many other side effects. Other symptoms include disorganized thinking speech which Polly showed symptoms of when she approached Roxanne in the bar. Other signs of the illness include hostility or suspiciousness, extreme reactions to criticism this could explain why Polly was so quick to accuse Mohammed of finding Roxanne more attractive. According to (cps.gov.uk) it is a four-stage test for diminished responsibility. The first stage is whether the defendant is suffering from an abnormality of mental functioning. If the defendant has an abnormal mental functioning the second stage determines whether it had arisen from a recognized medical condition. The third stage is whether the condition had impaired the defendant's ability to understand the nature of their conduct. The last stage is whether the medical condition provides an explanation for the defendant's conduct. Another case in which the defence of diminished responsibility is used is in Foye (2013) he was treated as characterized by attention deficit hyperactive disorder. Symptoms of this according to (very well mind) are the ability to being distracted easily and having a short attention span.
Polly shows symptoms of her mental illness early in the case when she shows signs of feeling paranoid about Mohammed and Roxanne. The case description does say that Polly and Mohammed were in a bar, but we don’t know whether she had consumed any alcohol which could have affected her conduct. It also is not clear whether Polly had been taking her medication or if she was even up to date with any of her care. Polly was also provoked during the incident when Mohammed snapped at her and told her that he had been having an affair with Roxanne for nine months after Polly had worked herself up getting angrier and angrier. According to (crime scot) provocation can sometimes be described as a partial defence. When you argue provocation in a case and are successful it means that the defendant is still convicted of the crime, however there is a mitigating reason for the act. Provocation in Polly’s case is enough to reduce unvoluntary manslaughter to culpable homicide, which does not lead to a mandatory life sentence. According to (e law resources) the defence of provocation is found under s.3 of the homicide act 1957. The requirements of the defence are that there must be evidence of provocation taking place. There is no requirement that the provocative act was deliberate or aimed at the victim. The defendant must have been provoked to lose their sense of control. The event of the provocation must be such as to make a reasonable man do as the defendant did.
In conclusion, diminished responsibility fits with Polly’s case as the defence because she was not in the right frame of mind to understand the nature of her conduct. The special defence of provocation should be used because Mohammed provoked Polly when he snapped and told her about his affair and that he loved Roxanne and that they were going to be together. Mohammed provoked Polly by snapping at her when she was already upset by what had happened at the bar. This event happened after they got home after Polly seen them both flirting at the bar. It is also stated that Polly and Mohammed were in a bar, but we do not know if they had consumed any alcohol. This could have affected Polly’s frame of mind, but it also could have affected Mohammed which may have caused him to snap at Polly when they got home that night. We know that Polly was schizophrenic, however we do not know if she had been taking her medication or if she was up to date with her doctor about her treatment. If Polly was not taking the adequate treatment for her illness this could have caused her mental health to get worse. When Polly lifted the glass ashtray and smashed Mohammed over the head with it there is no evidence that she intentionally wanted to kill him. She may have retaliated when Mohammed told her about his affair feeling upset and betrayed in the moment. Polly may have wanted to hurt Mohammed without the intention of killing him and the ashtray may have been the first object she had seen and grabbed without thinking. These elements show that Polly was not in the right frame of mind to understand the nature of her conduct and that she had been provoked by Mohammed when they got home from the bar.
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