
The Hanging Gardens.
[bookmark: _Int_bRitQJeM]More commonly known as the Hanging Gardens of Babylon a city in Babylonia sitting on the lower Euphrates now modern-day Iraq some 50 miles from Baghdad, Assyriologist Stephanie Dalley thinks they may be the Hanging Gardens of Nineveh, a smaller city perched on the Tigris, more than 300 miles North of Babylon. (Keys, 2013). In modern-day Iraq, the ruins are located in Mosul.
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon have long been a question for historians, many believed it did not exist as it could not be found and was rather another Greek lore Dalley has said it is a “copout” to believe the gardens didn’t exist as “It doesn’t make sense to say we couldn’t find it, so it didn’t exist” (Learn, 2022). The gardens are traditionally thought to have been built in Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar II for his homesick wife- there aren’t first had sources on just who his wife is but Berossus named her Amytis and she is thought to be a Median Princess as a marriage between Babylon and Media is historically feasible (Clayton and Price, 1988, p.43)  - or by Assyrian Queen Sammu-ramat (Semiramis), who it is debated whether she existed (Britannica, 2024), it is this belief that lends itself to the idea that the gardens are actually in Nineveh as an Assyrian queen probably wouldn’t have built things in Babylon. (Learn, 2022)
No one has proven the existence of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon despite the abundance of texts describing these great gardens, pointed out to be one of the seven wonders of the world, the others being the Great Pyramid of Giza;  the Statue of Zeus at Olympia; the Temple of Artemis at Ephesos; the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus; the Colossus at Rhodes and the Pharos (Lighthouse) at Alexandria (Clayton and Price, 1988, p. v). While Herodotus is thought to have come up with the original list or set the seeds for the Seven Wonders of the (Ancient) World, we do not actually have his writings on what he called ‘Seven Great Architectural Achievements’ though his only reference was to Babylon, not the Hanging Gardens (Dalley, 1994, p.45). Only references to these writings are available in other sources such as the eighteenth century etching by Fischer von Erlach (Clayton and Price, 1988, p.39), poems and descriptions in texts such as ‘Babyloniaca’ a second in a pair of texts written by Berossus, a writer born sometime after 350 BC, which are further writings that do not survive but are referenced by other writers. (Clayton and Price, 1988, p.42)
[bookmark: _Int_8OTG6cjb]Despite such references to the ‘wondrous’ Hanging Gardens of Babylon,’ Herodotus never specified the Hanging Gardens only the architectural brilliance that was the city of Babylon, (Dalley, 1994, p.45). Not only were the gardens missing from Herodotus’ writings nothing of such wonder has found to be mentioned in the many cuneiform inscription records, due to Nebuchadnezzar’s almost constant building expansion and thorough recordings (Clayton and Price, 1988, p.39). A lack that brings to question if such a remarkable thing existed, why do we not have an inscription or description of it? Unless of course such a thing has simply not been recovered. Though there has not been archaeological evidence of such an architectural and engineering achievement in Babylon either.
[bookmark: _Int_ry2SjRQp]However, there are reliefs of the gardens Sennacherib, an Assyrian King ruling earlier than the Hanging Gardens are said to have existed, there is also archaeological evidence of Sennacherib’s gardens existing including water ways which were built over ones pre-existing (Clayton and Price, 1988, p.46, 47).  This is where Dalley believes these ancient gardens to have really been built, thinking these gardens were confused and as such those built at Sennacherib’s palace in Nineveh, are those Hanging Gardens described in historical references. 
Dalley believes that the Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar were mixed up (Hargreaves and Lindsay, 1999) due to sources widely believed to be unreliable, for example one descriptions of the gardens by Diodorus Siculus, who’s source Ctesias is thought to be an unreliable one (Dalley,1994, P.45,46). Other reasons she believes the gardens to have been mislocated is because Nineveh was once referred to as ‘Old Babylon’ (Dalley, 1993, p.1) in addition to this, names change over times and are repeated, and other cities have been named Nineveh or Babylon. This confusion is further increased by Judaic biblical texts as real kings were used to base biblical kings on. An example of this being “Nebuchadnezzar was the king of the Assyrians and ruled in Nineveh” (Dalley, 1994, p.47).
[bookmark: _Int_A01Z8hZm][bookmark: _Int_jmsTlfFE]The Hanging Gardens are thought to be such a feat of engineering because they had to get the water from the river up to the top of the ‘hanging’ plants in order to water them. The relief, of a garden by Sennacherib’s palace, depicts layers of garden with rivers flowing upwards, which is possible with the use of what’s known as ‘Archimedean Screw,’ if this is the case this means that Sennacherib discovered this centuries before Greek inventor Archimedes. (Dalley, 1993, p.1) (CBC, 2024)
[bookmark: _Int_9DocciTj][bookmark: _Int_KWqKtfaT]Laurie Pearce, another Assyriologist, does not believe however, that the gardens were at Nineveh though she does say “It's not unlikely” (Learn, 2022). Nineveh was destroyed in 612 BCE by Babylon and Media, while it is possible that they existed they wouldn’t have been maintained after that (Learn, 2022). The Hanging Gardens were thought to be built around 600 BCE, which fit in that Sennacherib’s gardens would have been built sometime during his reign from 705/704 - 681 BCE after making Nineveh his capital city (Saggs, 2024)
Some evidence towards the fabled gardens being built in Babylon is the excavations beginning in 1899 by Robert Koldewey. Results of the excavations unearthed “an unusual series of foundation chambers and vaults in the northeastern corner of the palace at Babylon” (Britannica, 2024). A well in one of these vaults seemed to have a chain pump and as such thought to be part of the structure that created the ‘hanging gardens,’ leading Koldewey to believe he had found the gardens (Britannica, 2024).
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