Motivation for the Manchester arena bombing

Terrorism has been assigned with many differing definitions. This could be due to a variety of different reasons. Despite this fact, many of the different definitions possess similarities such as the use of the word violence and fear (Schmid, 2023). This is likely due to the complexity and variety of terrorist attacks. 
The Manchester arena bombing was a single attack that resulted in a large number of casualties and injuries.  The attack occurred after a performance in the Manchester arena. This attack occurred on the 17th of April 2017. This attack resulted in a number of reports and a number of different analyses. These reports and analyses was generally critical of the public service response to the terror attack.
Extremism has a defined definition in the UK. Extremism is defined as Home Office (2024) “… the promotion or advancement of an ideology based on violence, hatred or intolerance, that aims to: negate or destroy the fundamental rights and freedoms of others; or undermine, overturn or replace the UK’s system of liberal parliamentary democracy and democratic rights; or intentionally create a permissive environment for others to achieve the results in (1) or (2).” This definition creates a clear checklist or specific criteria for an individual to be recognised as an extremist. This definition includes several pieces of information, that is also included in the definition of terrorism. This is logical given the connection between terrorism and extremism. The definition of extremism also links with the different types of support. Soft supporters are not terrorists, but they are extremists given the different components of the definition. Hard supports are the individuals who engage in attacks,
An extremist does not have a single point of change. They instead undergo a gradual change from a typical and conventionally rational point of view to a new extreme and dangerous perspective.  This indoctrination radicalises the viewpoint of an individual. This shift in perspectives is referred to as radicalisation. 
Radicalisation is the slow shift that occurs in stages that are referred to as floors.  These stages involve a variety of methods that start by amplify the belief that are being radicalised. The radicalisers then direct that aggression and focus on a new target. The final stages are the separation of the individual and the wider community. This then indoctrinates the individual so that they will not question the information and beliefs that they are being given. This also disassociates the individual vs from the public so that they can act without remorse and reduce any hesitation. The proses of indoctrinating an individual is what also facilitates terror attacks such as suicide attacks (LYGRE, et al., 2011). Overall, there are six stages to radicalise an individual, but they work together to form a gradual but difficult to identify and prevent method to create new believers in a far more radical perspective than what they started with. This method also ingrained the beliefs of the individuals who are radicalised. This also raises the difficulty of rectifying the perspective for the individual who has been radicalised. 
The Manchester arena bombing was performed by an extremist due to the extreme views he held. The attack has multiple contradictory reports. The fact that the terror attack occurred shows that a terrorist was able to perform the attack but does not show the motives behind the attack. 
There were conflicting reports in regards to the motivation behind the Manchester arena bombing. There were a number of different claims for the motives for the attack. Many of the given motives were criticised for inconstancies or unsubstantiated claims. These motives range from revenge to the terrorist’s membership within the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.
In most cases, terrorism has a motivation that is warped through radicalised to become an extremist. This proses causes any motivation to become one that can result in an individual or a group causing death and destruction. The Manchester Arena terrorist had multiple accused motivations but the only motivation that appeared multiple times was the familial connection to the Salafi jihadist movement (Benedek & Simon, 2020). This movement is intimately connected to terrorism due to the perceived requirement of violence. This movement is found in several organisations such as Libyan Islamic Fighting Group and Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (Amghar & Cavatorta, 2023). The terrorist’s father was purportedly a member of the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group. This could result in the terrorist growing up while being manipulated and radicalised. The potential of this factor, being a component or responsible for the attack being initiated is reinforced and corroborated by two other events. 
The first event to consider is the involvement of the brother in the planning stage of the attack as well as the sourcing and creation of the explosive device (British Broadcasting Corporation News, 2020;Pennink & Johnson, 2020). This is indicative of the father radicalising both of his children and therefore reinforces this theory.
The second factor would be the families’ actions. The father and brother were connected to multiple Salafi jihadist movement and avoided the UK after the attack. This resulted in them moving to the middle eastern country of Syria (globsec, 2019).  This has no defined reason but could be indicative of a number of options. This could include grief or fear of legal and illegal repercussions. The publicity of the event resulted in other countries becoming involved which would increase the chance that any discovery in their involvement with the attack would become known. 
If the father was one of the individuals involved in the radicalisation, then the indoctrination would have started at an earlier age. Typically, radicalisation is caused by another individual who has been radicalised. This could be online or in person. This increases the complexity of identifying and preventing a terrorist attack. Theis would still be the case if the father was the main source of radicalisation but, the age that the radicalisation started at would exploit the vulnerability. Vulnerability is defined as Bailey, (2022)” A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation.” Vulnerability is the product of intrinsic and extrinsic factors. In this case the intrinsic factor is the age and extrinsic is the lack of proper ethical guidance and protection. In regards to the radicalisation required for terrorism, a child learns many of their morals and ethics from their parents (Frosch, et al., 2021). This means that the indoctrination employed by the extremist father could have resulted in the terror attack. The radicalisation that could have been employed would become engrained in the child’s psyche and perspective. This could potentially be a logical explanation into the rationale behind the attack. 
On the other hand, multiple sources show that the terrorist consumed alcohol and a typical teenager (The Guardian, 2017; Evans, et al., 2017). This would discredit the idea of being radicalised from an early age. This is due showing that he did not hold an extremist belief for a period of time. Instead, this would facilitate a different theory. Instead, the draw to an extremist viewpoint would occur due to an issue with the western countries like the United Kingdom or the United States of America (Obaidi, et al., 2019). This study shows that the issues that individual such as his parents and other members of his religious community would face in the UK could have created an opportunity for the radicalisation to occur from another source. 
There are still a few issues with this theory. Many specific components are not addressed due to the raw amount of information surrounding this case. There are a number of possibilities-based on the information available and other known events. One example would be the gang murder of Abdul Wahab Hafidah (British Broadcasting Corporation news, 2017). This event was a murder of an individual who shared the same faith and both individual families come from the same part of the world. This would act as an inciting incident that started his radicalisation and extremism.
The main issue with this proposed theory is the timing given that the terrorist was on the watchlist of MI5 for several years before the attack on Abdul Wahab Hafidah (Saunders, 2017). This discredits this theory, but it does not mean the murder was not the inciting incident as it could be the final incident which caused a change from a soft supporter to a hard supporter. 
Following the attack, there was a number of other individuals who were arrested. At the time of the arrests, none of these individuals were charged with any crimes in relation to the Manchester arena bombing. Despite the number of arrests no charges were given but, an awareness of the plan among some of the arrested individuals was confirmed (British Broadcasting Corporation News, 2017;Cox, 2017). This could potentially give new information about the number of people involved in the attack. This involves a comparison between soft vs hard supporters.
There are two types of terrorist support that are present today. These are soft support and hard support (Ugwueze & Onuoha, 2020). Soft support is an established concept where an individual is not indoctrinated to the point of violence but have been radicalised to hold a typically irrational point of view. Soft support is support that does not involve direct actions of terror. The individuals who were arrested but, not charged after the terror attack are included in this category given that they did not actively participate but did protect the terrorist before the attack. Soft support also includes actions such as financial support or offering protection to the terrorist involved in an action. On the other hand, hard support is support that involves taking direct action in support of a terrorist such as participation in an attack or assisting in the planning and execution of the terroristic action. This shows the variety of different options available to those who are sympathetic or have been indoctrinated into believing that the extreme view held by many terrorists.
In conclusion, achieving a consensus behind the motives for the Manchester Arena bombing is all but imposable due to the different sources of information and the inability to verify the validity of the claims but, specific factors based on established knowledge of extremism, radicalisation and terrorism, can give some indications of the corrupted and perverted motives that ultimately resulted in the attack. Some of these facts include that there would be some form of radicalisation that took place. The cause of the radicalisation cannot be identified. Every potential answer has discrepancies in places due to the lack of a complete timeline of events. As well as looking at the terrorist himself, observing the existence of soft supports that assisted in the terroristic act shows that this was not an isolated individual. The motive may be unclear, but these concepts would underpin any specific motive. 
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