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Scarman Report. 
Following the Brixton disorders of April 1981 the Home Secretary, William Whitelaw, appointed Lord Scarman to undertake an investigation into the causes of the disturbances. The results of the Inquiry were published in the Scarman Report, which offered a scrupulous examination of the social issues behind the violent events of Brixton and included a number of relevant recommendations.
Before considering the course and pattern of the events that occurred between 10 and 12 April, the Report presented an outline of Brixton's local environment, addressing in particular the issues of education, poor housing, discrimination, and unemployment. It identified in this complex of social, political, and economic factors the key elements that ‘create a predisposition toward violent protest’.
The event that precipitated the unrest took place on Friday 10 April, when two police officers attempted to assist a young black man who was severely injured. Under the impression that he was being arrested, three other black youths jostled the police officers and encouraged the injured man to run off. He was intercepted shortly afterwards by two other officers, who administered first aid and called for an ambulance. An inquisitive crowd rapidly gathered and suddenly a group of 30 to 40 people, mainly young Blacks, surrounded the officers. The injured man was pulled away, carried off by the crowd, and then put in a private car and taken to the hospital.
In the meantime bricks and bottles were thrown at the police officers, who called for assistance. A missile broke the windscreen of a police transit van and a police officer was wounded as a result. The unrest lasted for about an hour, and by the time the incident was over six people had been arrested, six police officers injured, and four police vehicles damaged. In the light of the day's events, foot patrols in the area were increased with effect from 11 p.m. and continued throughout Friday night and into Saturday.
Rumours about the incident involving the injured youth began immediately to circulate in Brixton. It was said that the police officers had prevented the youth from going to hospital, that they had refused to call an ambulance, and that they had in fact caused the youth's injury themselves. On Friday night several community leaders were summoned to a meeting with the police to be presented with the facts of the day and to assist in dispelling the rumours and easing the tension.
On Saturday 11 April heavy police presence was noticeable in the streets of Brixton. Besides this, Swamp 81, a crime control operation employing officers in plain clothes to patrol the streets in pairs and to stop suspects, was kept in action in the area. At about 4.40 p.m. two officers engaged in the operation saw a man placing something in his socks; suspecting that he was dealing in drugs, they stopped him and searched his car. A hostile crowd rapidly gathered, and a black man was arrested for obstructing the police in the execution of their duties. It was at that point that the disorders broke out again and the situation slipped out of control.
The confrontation between crowd and police quickly escalated into chaos. A wide area of central Brixton was affected by episodes of violence, arson, and looting. Several people were assaulted in the attacks to public houses and shops, and altogether 219 police officers, 14 firemen, and 45 members of the public were reported injured. A total of 145 premises were damaged and 4 ambulances, 9 fire appliances, 61 private vehicles, and 56 police vehicles were damaged or destroyed. Although less intense, the disorders recurred on Sunday and finally ceased by 1 a.m. on Monday.
The Scarman Report found that the disorders were not premeditated, but originated spontaneously as a reaction to what was seen as police harassment. However, an element of leadership and direction did rapidly emerge and the disturbances soon developed into a riot. Despite the strong racial element in the disorders, the Report discarded the argument that they were racial riots and concluded that they were essentially an outburst of anger and resentment by black youths against the police arising from complex socio‐economic circumstances.
The Report also gathered that a major cause of the hostility was loss of confidence in the police, caused by ‘hard’ policing methods; the collapse of the police liaison committee in 1979; distrust in the procedures for investigating complaints against the police; and racially prejudiced conduct by some police officers. Both the police and the community leaders carried some responsibility for the enduring atmosphere of distrust that lurked behind the outbreak of the disorders.
Lord Scarman advanced a number of proposals and recommendations for improving the quality of policing in modern multiracial societies. In particular, he recommended the study of methods of enhancing the recruitment of ethnic minorities into the police; the extension of the initial period of training for police recruits; and the re‐examination of policing methods in sensitive areas. He also endorsed a proposal by the Commission for Racial Equality to incorporate racially prejudiced behaviour as a specific offence in the Police Disciplinary Code and to make it punishable with dismissal.
In general, the central contention of the Report was the need to embrace social policies that effectively eradicate racial disadvantage. It explicitly advised the government to tackle inner‐city problems, with particular attention to the areas of housing, education, and employment, and to create ethnic‐minority opportunities in all sectors.
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