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ESSAY 1 – HOW HAVE PAST INSTANCES OF POLICE MALPRACTICE AND MISCONDUCT INFLUENCED MODERN PROFESSIONAL POLICING?

ANSWER

In this essay the author will be exploring the topic of how past instances of malpractice and misconduct in the police force have influenced and shaped the way the policing is conducted today. They will be using high profile, historic incidents to show this.

To really understand and fully answer this question we, first, must look at the history of the Police Force and what has led us to policing the way we do today. The major change within the force was the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This was introduced due to a perceived loss of confidence in policing by the general public after several high-profile miscarriages of justice. “…PACE came as a response to miscarriages of justice, behind this, lay wider public concerns about how the police dealt with suspects and the perception of a deeper institutional malaise”. (Cowan, D. 2020). One such high profile case was the infamous Brixton Riots of 1981. 

During the riots, many were injured, and severe damage was caused. “More than 300 people were injured and the damage caused came to an estimated cost of £7.5 million” (BBC Online, 2021). The riots came about due to racial tensions and divides between communities culminating in the police overusing their powers discriminately. “Racist policing tactics were weaponized against Black communities in the UK during the late 1970’s and 1980’s”. (Archives, Black Culture. 2021) It was widely believed that the police would target black people for unfair treatment and/or arrests. The Sus Law was a stop and search law that allowed officers to stop, search or arrest any person they deemed to suspect about to commit a crime, or were acting suspiciously. 

This came to a head one evening on the 10th of April 1981 when it was suggested police brutality had been used against a black man after being stopped using the “Sus Law”. It was the straw that broke the camels back and rioting broke out across London. 

In the aftermath of the riots, on the 14th of April 1981 an independent enquiry into the riots began, conducted by Lord Scarman. The Scarman report was then published on 25th of November 1981 concluding that racial disadvantage was happening in Britain and needs to be stopped, it went on to state “…racial disadvantage and its nasty associate, racial discrimination, have not yet been eliminated. The poison minds and attitudes; they are, and so long as they remain, will continue to be a potent factor of unrest.” (Lord Scarman, 1981)

It was evident that severe changes needed to be made to ensure that public confidence in the police was restored. This change came in 1984 with the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. This act was passed as a way to unify police powers under a single code of practice, whilst carefully balancing the rights of the individual against the powers of the Police. “The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) was introduced as a response to a growing perception that the public had lost all confidence in the English criminal justice system”. (Law Teacher, 2013)

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act underpins every action of police officers today. From the way interviews are conducted to how arrests are made. All, while continuing to have individuals’ rights at the heart of any investigation. It’s the framework to how all modern-day policing is conducted, and investigations are laid out. 

Some examples of the changes were how police conduct interviews. They must now be audio and visually recorded. “An interview under caution should always be audio-recorded…” (HSE, UK. 2012) However, pre-P.A.C.E this was not the case, often leading to bias interviews and, in some cases, officers using interrogation tactics to try and get confessions. 

In one such case, well known as the “Birmingham Six”, six men were wrongfully arrested and convicted for a bombing in Birmingham in 1975. It was claimed that during interview, the accused were treated horrifically, with one of the men stating... “I was kicked and punched all around the room. They kept telling me that I would make a statement, or they would kick me to death.” (Hill, Paddy Joe, 1995) These actions were taken all in order to get a confession from the accused. After being subjected to such inhumane circumstances the men “confessed” and were sent to prison. These men were proven innocent after spending sixteen years wrongly imprisoned for crimes they did not commit.  

The changes that P.A.C.E has brought into policing interviews ensures that incidents and miscarriages of justice like this will not be allowed to happen again. P.A.C.E outlines that interviews must be fair, free from oppression and allow suspects the chance to answer allegations made against them. 

 Underpinning the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is the Code of Ethics. The code of ethics is there to help officers make sure that when faced with decision making, they act and behave to a set standard of expected behaviour. “It is a supportive, positive, everyday decision-making framework and is a constant reinforcement of the values and standards that policing is proud of.” (College of Policing, 2021). The Code of Ethics is another tool that has derived from the changes made to policing through the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, that has been put in place to increase public confidence and allow police to continue policing with consent. Its also in place to ensure consistency throughout the force and to show there is a minimum standard expected form every police officer and police staff member.

To summarise the findings, it’s found that the police used to over-use powers and policies to such an extent that belief in the organisation and public confidence had reached near breaking point. The introduction of P.A.C.E has been revolutionary at providing standards and placing communities and the public at the heart of the decisions made and investigations completed. Influencing not only policing up to now, but which will help shape and allow for further improvements in future policing.
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ESSAY 2 – HOW DOES MEDIA COVERAGE AFFECT POLICING STRATEGIES IN RELATION TO PUBLIC PROTECTION INCIDENTS?

ANSWER

	This essay intends to outline the affect that media coverage has on policing strategies in relation to Public Protection incidents. This will be shown through academic research and through high profile incidents whereby the media has criticised policing strategies, moving to reforms or changes in strategies throughout the police forces in England and Wales. 

	This paragraph will underline what a Public Protection incident is and how they are portrayed in the media.

	Following on, this paragraph will explain past, current and future policing strategies. What’s changed and why changes in strategies have come about. This includes quotes from media in high profile incidents, such as HILLSBOROUGH.

	This paragraph will discuss the notion of why the media concentrate mostly on negative stories of police rather than positive, and whether more positive stories would have changed strategies. Do strategies change purely on negative feedback?

	This paragraph will determine the conclusion of the essay with facts and the impact the media has had on the public confidence in policing strategies. 
	



ESSAY 3 – HOW AFFECTIVE IS EARLY INTERVENTION IN PREVENTING YOUNG PEOPLE FROM OFFENDING OR RE-OFFENDING?

ANSWER

This essay intends to inform the reader of how affective early intervention is when preventing young people from offending or re-offending. This will be shown by how police can notice ACEs when attending calls. Partner agencies that can help the police and, also understanding the importance of the Youth Offenders Service in helping to steer young people away from crime. Whilst explaining crime prevention programmes and statistics in youth offending programmes.

Adverse Childhood Experiences or “ACEs” are “…traumatic experiences that children experience before the age of 18 that can have lasting impacts on their mental health, physical health, and general well-being” (Wisner, W. 2022) These experiences include various forms of abuse such as, sexual abuse, physical abuse and emotional abuse but is not exclusive to just these three examples. The impact on ACEs can be detrimental to a child’s future physical and mental health with an increase in health problems in adulthood “…such as cancer and heart disease, as well as increasing the risk of mental health difficulties and violence…” (Foundation Trust, NHS. 2023). The longer ACEs continue, the harder it is to break the cycle of it. “…(ACEs are prevalent, preventable, and a public health issue that cycle from one generation to the next…” (Ports, K.A 2021)

Noticing ACEs early and intervening at an early stage can help a child in reducing their traumatic experiences and lowering the affects this could have on a child’s future. A way to notice whether a child has ACEs is to have Front Line Police Officers trained on them. Police Officers attend calls of a domestic violence nature extremely regularly. “According to Police crime figures, around 2.3 million people suffered domestic abuse in the year…” (Watch, N. 2020). At these calls children are, frequently, present meaning they could be subjected to ACEs. Taking the time to talk to the child and asking a few questions may show the officer that the child in the address is indeed suffering from ACEs. 

The correct steps must then be put in place to raise awareness to partner agencies such as Social Services and Child Protection. Working with partner agencies, such as social services, is an important part in making sure that a child and their family get the correct support they need. Liaising with the school also to ensure they are aware if the child’s needs. “…one example is where child support agencies find…support for young people who have been victims of domestic abuse. One study found that this reduced offending rates from 25% to 7%.” (Thompson, K. 2021) A clear indicator that giving support at an early age reduces offending rates.

Early intervention can also be associated with schemes such as Youth Offending and Crime Prevention programmes. These are programmes that are usually run within local communities and target young people who may have been in trouble with the police previously or be at risk of committing crime in the future. “Youth crime prevention programmes…involve activities to help keep young people away from crime.” (Service, G.D. 2015). Attendance at these programmes is often voluntary and, in most cases, would need a referral from a partner agency, a school or even a parent of the youth. On the most part, however it would be the police who make the referral to the Youth Offenders Team. During these programmes youths can be mentored, can have programmes that are school based to help with academia and, also family support.

	Just how effective is early intervention? It was thought by some that early intervention should be given in the first few years of life however “…the best evidence shows that effective interventions can improve children’s life at any point in childhood and adolescence.” (Foundation E.I. 2020). This may be the case however the more involved in a crime a youth is, the more likely they are to re-offend. “For the year ending March 2021, those with no previous offences had a re-offending rate of 16.4% compared to 63.8% for those who had committed 11 or more previous offences.” (Youth Justice Board E&W, GOV. 2023). This is proof that the earlier the intervention the earlier the prevention. Its imperative that intervention is as early as possible for prevention to be as effective as possible.

	*THE LAST PARAGRPAH OF THIS ESSAY WILL DRAW CONCLUSIONS OF MY FINDINGS*
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ESSAY 4 – ARE PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES THE MOST AFFECTIVE MEANS OF REHABILITATING OFFENDERS? 

ANSWER

This essay intends to gather research to support reasoning whether partnership approaches are the most affective means of rehabilitating offenders. To fully answer this question, the essay will be based on researching partnerships used by the police. Who the partner agencies work for and the purpose they serve in helping the rehabilitation process. The essay will then summarise whether the partnership is effective or not, based on statistics and facts.	

This paragraph will introduce various partnership approaches who are involved with the rehabilitation of offenders, what they have to offer and who is best suited to use such partnerships. Drug and Alcohol, Restorative Justice and Probation.

The following paragraphs will outline the statistics behind each partnership, who they are best for and why.

The next paragraph will outline which partnership has been most successful and whether, in general, using partnership approaches is the way forward for successful rehabilitation. This will include what the view and opinions of victims could be.

Last paragraph will be the conclusion.
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