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1. Introduction 
  
The purpose of the report is to analyse the World’s Economic Forum and establish the potential outcome for the next ten years regarding risks the world currently and potentially faces, the impact this will have on global efforts on sustainable development for there to be a future for the generations to come.  

1.1. The World Economic Forum

The world economic forum (WEF) is an international public and private cooperation organisation. Its mission is to engage political, business, cultural, and other societal leaders to influence and shape global, regional, and industrial issues. The organisation was founded by Klaus Schwab in 1971 as a non-profit organisation. Its headquarters is situated in Geneva, Switzerland. The organisation's heart is about its morals and intellectual integrity. Their culture is based upon the stakeholder theory that the organisation is accountable for society; the organisation believes that progress happens when people come together to influence and create a positive change. (World Economic Forum, 2023).

2. Main Findings

There are many global risks. A Global Risks Perception Survey analyses risks to the planet over some time; this report covers the period of 2023-2033.
Severe risks growing over a long period of time include biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and a miss of and lack of information. (World Economic Forum, 2023).

Climate change and Covid 19 pandemic has caused and disrupted increased food prices. When Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, one of the world's favourable regions and the black seaports were affected, resulting in wheat, grain, and fertiliser being affected by these global risks. Twenty million tons of grain have been stuck in the Black Sea Ports and now because of this there is a concern that the grain is no longer of good quality and potentially unfit for human consumption due to the region's current situation. In Ukraine, harvesting is also below 30 million tons due to lower acreage and a lack of available input. Grain will likely remain unharvested in Ukraine due to Covid-19 and the invasion. However, despite this wheat and corn were already 50 % higher than average over the last ten years. Fertiliser prices have hugely increased, causing farmers to use grain commodity prices showing signs of contraction. (McKinsey & Company, 2022). 

2.1- Risk Outlook for the Next Ten Years. 

There are many risks focused on over the next decade; for example, according to the World Economic Forum (2023), there is an emergency regarding food supply, energy supply and the cost-of-living increase. These crises massively impact societies and affect many populations while rocking other economies' stability worldwide. (World Economic Forum, 2023). 
One of the sustainable development goals is to create a hunger-free world by 2023. There are reports that around 720-811 million people around the globe suffering from hunger. In addition, 2.4 billion people, which equates to over 30% of the world's population, are food insecure and suffering. Covid-19 increases these figures higher regarding malnutrition in people, including children. Furthermore, wars in Ukraine have also affected and disrupted the global food supply creating a global food crisis since World War 2. (United Nations, n.d).

Below is data on food insecurity in low-income countries (LIC), lower- and middle-income countries (LMIC), upper- and middle-income countries (UPMIC), and high-income countries (HIC). (Nutr, 2017).
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A report by United Nations established if there is a connection between the world's population growth and social and economic environmental dimensions of sustainable development. The report examined how to increase the growth of the population. Critical social and economic development points include hunger, malnutrition, health and much more. (United Nations, n.d). 

Political theorist Thomas Malthus had a theory regarding the population and the food supply; he established many years ago that a balance could be maintained through preventive and positive checking's. The Malthusian theory explained the population growth geometrically, stating that the population would double in 25 years at this rate. With the population increasing higher than the food supply, disequilibrium exists. People are then at risk of dying from a lack of food. According to Malthus, nature causes havoc when population growth becomes uncontrollable. BYJUS. (n.d.).  

Population worldwide is predicted to increase in developing countries and low-income countries. Increased population growth is a cause for concern and a consequence of slow development progress. Food systems must change to limit as much environmental damage to feed a rapid population growth. Conversely, a decline in fertility can create an opportunity for ecological growth and potential economic repair. (United Nations, 2022). 
An article by Future Development (2016) commented that girls' education would lower carbon emissions. Africa's population is predicted to grow and rise to 1.2 billion people, especially in Nigeria. Uganda's fertility rates are also high. And according to analysis IIASA in Vienna, it was established that better-educated women have fewer children than those not very well-educated. (Kharas, 2016). 

According to Lancet Series (Planetary Health), the damage to natural ecosystems has affected crop diversity and food systems worldwide. Climate change has proved to be a threat, and maintaining sustainable development has been confirmed to be a challenge for the planet and human health, making it crucial for emergency actions to be implemented and followed. Actions can include solutions such as reducing the rise of cattle and consumption of meat, disperse affordable, sustainable agricultural systems. When consumer drives demand this results in moving decisions by industries, citizens must be educated on the importance of individual lifestyle choices on the planet's future sustainability and food security. Governments must implement sustainability policies that provide the conditions needed for consumers to implement these decisions. (Nutr, 2017).

The conceptual framework of food insecurity and sustainable development goals regarding human and planet health. (Nutr, 2017).
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2.2. Consequences of Food Insecurity 

Social, mental, and psycho-emotional health has been linked to individuals who suffer from hunger. Studies in the U.S. have established that a lack of nutritious food is related to an increased risk of obesity, metabolic syndrome, chronic illnesses and early death. 
There have also been reports which are linked to a lack of nutrients, such as:

· Poor child development. Lack of education.
· Disrupted sleep and social disruption.
· Environmental sustainability – The damages from climate change affects our ecosystem, affecting human health. (Nutr, 2017).

Impacts from the economy have affected lower-income countries the most, resulting in many countries facing debt, climate change and food security. It has already been predicted that within the next two years, the causes of the cost-of-living crisis will affect the broader humanitarian crisis from import-dependent markets. Although, over the next ten years, countries will have the fiscal headroom to invest in their future growth, green technology systems, education care and health systems. (World Economic Forum, 2023). 

2.3. Sustainable Development Goal 2

· End food hunger and ensure people and infants in venerable situations have access to safe, nutritious, healthy food. 
· Double agriculture productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers by providing access to land, productive resources, knowledge, finance, and opportunities. 
· Ensure food production systems are sustainable and implement resilient agricultural practices that increase production and productivity to maintain ecosystems that can take the strain yet improve their land and soil quality from extreme weather conditions caused by climate change.  
· Adapt measures to ensure the proper functioning f food commodity markets. 
· Correct and prevent trade restrictions and deformations in working agricultural markets. 
· Increase investment in agricultural research, rural infrastructure, and technology developments to enhance agricultural productive capacity in developing countries. (United Nations, n.d).
 
3.0. Recommendations 

Countries that depend on imports have less choice and face the threat of higher prices. The U.K. produces 75% of consumption, and the government's strategy stabilises this production like the past 20 years. Agricultural prices are linked to global gas prices; the government plans to support the food system by offering healthy, sustainable food for everyone. Complementing those measures that are already in place for those struggling to afford food and eat healthy. (Gov, 2022).
In areas of deprivation, food manufacturers provide employment opportunities by investing in research and offering apprenticeships. Food manufacturers would be unable to succeed with the high-quality supply from farmers and fishermen. Although farmers and the food system significantly impact the environment, future agricultural policies will seek to financially reward sustainable farming, helping farmers recover costs and enabling more space for nature. Technological solutions including breeding techniques may prove successful in reducing the need for pesticides and feed alternatives that lower methane gases. Also, support from innovative solutions for the environmental challenges we face. (Gov, 2022).

Henry Dumbly – co-founder of restaurants Chan Leon and director of Defra, reviewed the food system and stated that to deliver safe, healthy food to people despite where they live and how much they earn to restore the natural environment for future generations. A policy to boost health and sustainability engaging closely with food and its price, benefiting all with its objective of the strategy: (Gov, 2022).

· An affordable food system
· prosperous agricultural food and seafood sector
· Trade that provides export opportunities.

To achieve the above objectives, the government seek to:
· Ensure that by 2030, wages, employment and skills are increased in the agricultural food industry in every area in the U.K. 
· Half child obesity
· Reduce greenhouse emissions.
· Contribute to export strategies to reach one trillion annually, supporting more U.K. food and drink businesses.
· Maintain high standards of food produced in the U.K.

Defra is responsible for the food policies. However, the food system is dispersed across all governments. To achieve its objective, all must work together, work closely with D.A.s (Food system operating in the UK.). and work in a collaborative approach by working in partnership within the industry and civil society. (Gov, 2022).

There are schemes known as the healthy start scheme, breakfast clubs at schools and food programmes. There is also a campaign out there, 'eat them to defeat them', which has proven successful with marketing to promote healthy eating and veg consumption in children. However, a lot more need to be done by governments and industries to facilitate this for future healthier consumer diets. (Gov, 2022).

The problems do cause concern for future generations regarding sustainability. If change is not implemented fast, will there be a future at all? 

It is proved education regarding consumer behaviour has proven to be successful in countries has demonstrated a decrease in waste and fertility rates. According to an online article by Science Direct (2021), A study of consumer behaviour in Ireland stated that preventing food waste can only be achieved through educating consumers about the issue. (Flanagan et al., 2021). 
Also, it has been proved by BMC Public Health (2020) states that High education levels and low fertility rates have been established in different regions. (Gotmark, et al., 2020).
Although research from Shuang Chen, Professor of Social Policy, LSE, states China says that higher education levels have had the reverse effect and have increased the birth rate. Whereas China, throughout history, was known for low fertility rates meaning their elderly population is high, resulting in a decrease in elderly workers and a lack of support leading to a population decline. There was a one-child policy in place in 1979 in China, which ended in 2015, yet fertility levels have not recovered or increased. China could potentially be facing a demographic crisis, damaging the country. (Chen, 2023).

4.0. Conclusion

The above risks demonstrate rapid population growth and are predicted to increase over the next ten years. In addition, unpredicted worldwide events have caused severe pressure on the U. K’s food supply due to the damages these events are causing, not only regarding restricted barriers and new laws on imports but conflicts between the countries at war. Climate change has also become a significant threat to the food supply. Food is now unable to grow in some places due to drought, lack of land, loss of forestation, greed, and the increase of fertiliser prices, dramatically affecting farmers worldwide who also rely on imported fertiliser from Ukraine.

For global issues to improve, the planet must recover from the damage caused without further strain or pressure from reproduction, greed and waste. There needs to be more knowledge to encourage consumer behaviour change. 
Potential improvements could happen if more education and awareness of climate change and the environmental impacts that exist with people becoming more self-aware regarding how everyone can contribute to improving the planet. In addition, if everyone lowered their carbon footprint in one way or another, a sustainable future for future generations may be possible. 
The land is essential in the U.K. like it has been throughout history. However, suppose people are shown how to provide for themselves by producing their own produce while working alongside local farms and governments. In that case, there may be food security for individuals who suffer from hunger and live in poverty. 
Furthermore, it has been proved that new technologies enable the ability to produce your own food. For example, floating farms, a weather temperature change has now allowed particular fruit and vegetables to be grown here in the U.K. If the U.K. were to produce their own produce with the help of schemes and new policies, potentially the U.K. can fend for itself to provide a sustainable way of living for the next generation.
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