	Doctoral class mate name:


	No
	Criteria
	Quality of work
	

	
	
	A 
Perfection
	B 
Needs minor change
	C
Needs reworking
	D
Needs complete change
	E
Fail not L8
	Comments

	1
	A provisional or working title

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	A key question, hypothesis or the broad topic for investigation

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	An outline of the key aims of the research

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	A brief outline of key literature in the area (what we already know)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Description of the topic and an explanation of why further research in the area is important (the gap in the literature - what we need to know)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6*
	Describe your proposed research methodology. This may be closely linked to your discipline, and is where you will discuss the ologies, the paradigm, the methods.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Discussion and evaluation of the ethical issues involved in your research proposal.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Details of how the research will be carried out, including any special facilities / resources etc. which would be required and any necessary skills which you either have already or would need to acquire (the tools that will enable us to fill the gap you have identified)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	* Research methodology is the most critical section of the thesis.


	Question(s)
	Comments/Answers


	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	





Guidance
You are asked to critically evaluate the work of your peers. I have asked you to ‘score’ the work of your classmates. I have used the following viva outcomes in the marking criteria. Remember it is rare to fail a viva, but it is also rare to pass outright. Instead, most students are asked to make some corrections to their thesis. This information is used for you to evaluate your peers. And get used to these criteria going forward.

	Grades used by Caroline
	Meaning

	A
	Pass with no corrections – (uncommon) – Your viva has revealed no significant issues with your thesis and the dissertation itself is error-free. Congratulations, you are eligible to receive your doctorate now!

	B
	Pass with minor corrections – (very common) – Your thesis is essentially sound, but there are some minor issues with your dissertation (such as typographical errors, or missing references). You will normally have three months to submit a corrected thesis. Me !!

	C1
	Pass with major corrections – (fairly uncommon) – There are some parts of your argument that need to be clarified, expanded or otherwise rewritten. You will normally have six months to submit a revised thesis, but won't need a second viva.

	C2
	Revise and resubmit – (fairly rare) – Your thesis is potentially good enough for a PhD, but it needs some significant work, usually including some substantial additional research. You will have around a year to re-submit an improved and updated version of your dissertation for a second viva voce exam.

	D
	Be recommended for MPhil – (rare) – Your thesis isn't good enough for a PhD, but it is sufficient for an MPhil (a research Masters that doesn't require a substantial original contribution to knowledge). You may receive the MPhil outright, or after some edits and corrections.

	E
	Fail – (exceptionally rare) – Your thesis does not meet the required standard for a PhD (perhaps due to fundamental flaws in your data and analysis, or due to evidence of plagiarism) and it cannot be converted into an MPhil. You have failed your doctorate and cannot resubmit your thesis.




