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Contextual studies 

Exhibition curatorial Assignment

 Some of the artists that I have decided to include within this exhibition would be that of a criminal history. The secluded lives of individuals, which lead them to creating pieces of work that don’t just, speak to the viewer, but also scream the emotions that the creator was feeling. The Artists I have decided to include would be artists whom have had bitter experiences of going into detention centres, prisons or who work around the justice department. 

The theme of my exhibition is based on art behind bars; this exhibition captures the feelings that once convicts used to feel on a daily basis. It will include paintings and drawings, which have been created from the convicted throughout the years, thus giving the viewer the experience that the convicts had when/while they, are currently serving their sentences. 


Phyllis Kornfeld’s cellblock visions (1997) Is a book based on artwork of those from small sentences, to death row. You can see clearly that being behind bars can create in some cases, inspiration from a different level of conciseness. Leaving the creators not only influenced, but with a wider span of thought.  Throughout the book there is clear evidence that during the sentences of the individuals, there is a moral change in attitude and also lifestyle.

These once normal, respected people of society now, either correctly or incorrectly accused or sentenced, now create artwork from four bare walls. The reason behind the topic is the controversial view against prisons and the hidden truth of what lies behind 
[image: ]
Charles Bronson, born Michael Peterson was deemed to be Britain’s most violent prisoner, the reason for his sentence didn’t stretch further than seventeen pound which he gained from when he entered a post office with a sawn-off shotgun. 

The reason behind this artist is that the Department of Justice deemed Bronson to be clinically insane, and the reason for this what that he was costing the justice system thousands and thousands. During his time at Broadmoor Mental Institution is where the images of his life came to light. 

Ronnie White, Vuarnet [image: ]
Using most of his time drawing, White didn’t get into much trouble during the time that he served. Cellblock Visions: Art in America (1997) tells a story of when individuals such as Mr.White would instead of cause panic and chaos around the facility, would rather sit there alone within his own world illustrating his surroundings, embracing the place which he would call home for the crimes he committed.  
“Lately, I’m drawing the things the convicts expect an artist to draw - clowns, flowers, animals. I do it to get what I need from the canteen - ” Ronnie White, Cellblockvisions.com
 
Ronnie would use his skill, pastime, and mind blowing artistry skills for his own benefit during the time that he served. In a world where nothing can be seen, bought, or touched without the kings shilling, the thought of item for item trading enlightens many. Trading things, trading things for other things that you don’t need, and yet making yourself better off from doing so.

Leroy Sodorff
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A Texas Prison, Leroy Sodorff
Leroy Sodorff is serving time in Bexar County Penitentiary because of the crimes he committed during dates in the 80’s. The crimes that Sodorff committed aren’t considered humane in the eyes of many. With some of his sentencing being due to child harassment and aggressive behavior.  What is interesting is that the crimes he committed as stated were back in the 80’s and it wasn’t until recent years where he has been convicted of these and sent down to pay for his crimes. 
The reason for including this image within my exhibition is that of the media it was created. A Texas Prison has been created from Ink in different forms and also another medium, which isn’t used often, is coffee. 

He created this interpretation of a Texas Prison, from which he hadn’t seen correctly, or didn’t have eye-to-eye view with a prison. During prison raids, riots and being moved from facility to facility, he found the time to be able to recreate this horizon line with a bluntly put fort to the right-hand side. 

Anthony Washington
[image: ]
Anthony Washington drew this piece during an exercise which was giving to the inmates while doing time at the facility,  They would have been incentives to create their time there more pleasant. 

Working with the topic ‘Dear self, Dear Other’ this has been documented through The Prison Arts Coalition, and here they  deconstruct the images and give a critical analysis to each one. 

The reason for this image being involved within my exhibition is that of the sentence which instantly comes apparent to the viewer. ‘First drawing…’ is something which led me to question the ideology of artists. 

Entering into an atmosphere where repetition is the daily routine and to conform to such drowning tasks is the norm, and then to begin and steer away from that to take time to create pieces of work even if the artists or inmate wasn’t considered good at that particular thing. 
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Connor  Broderick – untitled
This inclusion that was created by Connor Broderick, has been included for a specific reason. The theory I am concluding within this is minimal materials and a claustrophobic atmosphere that would seem the creator didn’t have the choice with what he used. It was made from materials which no common artist would consider it a benefit to use within their work, and this questions the modern day theory of ‘what art is?’

Toothpicks were used to create the piece, along with coffee and other ground substances. And also applied in a manner which most importantly reflects within the exhibition, toothpicks. Toothpicks have commonly been used in prison for a matter of reasons, and unlocking doors is probably one of the least worrying. From common object, to material tool. 

The representation itself was born with fragments of darkness, yet shows us so much light. Toothpicks that have multiple uses, gave birth to an image, which will tell multiple stories. And the placement within the exhibition is of great significance. Sitting at the back of the exhibition within the curved portion of the space. 

The only lit section of the exhibition will be where the untitled by Connor Broderick, the reason for this is that, while you will be standing in a claustrophobic, secluded and dire atmosphere, it shows the light which comes to those who wait. With patience and self-gratitude within these facilities and penitentiaries, there is light and hope at the end of the struggle. These people go through things unimaginable and sometimes, not in all cases, but sometimes the people who sentence these people are wrongfully doing so. This piece of work shows that no matter if around violence or riot, there is still peace and tranquility, a place to go when the fire burns and the corpses start to rot, a message to show the others that killing and sacrifice doesn’t have to be in the form of destruction. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within every image there is the message of hopelessness in some way or another, the telling of truth from a different perspective. The view of inside a cell without us knowing the full truth behind the image. Considering these pieces were done within a atmosphere filled with hate and crime, how is it that they teach is so much? 













 

1. https://stockbridgelibrary.org/2013/01/cellblock-visions-prison-art-in-america/
2. https://theprisonartscoalition.com/gallery/#jp-carousel-3674 
3. http://www.cellblockvisions.com/book.html 
4. https://theprisonartscoalition.com
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