Within this assignment the topic that is going to be covered is the role of the police within the English and Welsh justice system and during this assignment there will be debates on whether the police have a significant role in the justice system or not. 

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 play a part in how significant the Police’s role is within the English and Welsh justice system. According to GOV.UK (2023) “The accompanying PACE codes of practice, which establish the powers of the police to combat crimes while protecting the rights of the public. PACE sets out to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public”. This shows that the Police play an important role in both justice systems as in the UK the Police’s main role is to be responsible for the prevention and investigation of crime and to gather and handle information and evidence from multiple different sources and to take appropriate action when supporting investigations and other forms of proceedings. PACE play a major role in how the Police is within these justice systems and they make sure that the Police do not abuse their power and authority to make sure the Police are handling situations correctly and in professional manor and respecting members of the public, they also make sure to take human rights and freedom into account to make sure there is no conflict between the Police and members of the public and to make sure that it is at a fair balance between both parties to avoid potential bias and any conflict. 

On the other hand, police do not play an active and significant role in the English and Welsh Justice system as The Law and Justice Act (2023) indicates that “Due to the many years of underinvestment our criminal justice system is crumbling”. This shows that the Police Force are not using their platform to voice the concerns to the government about funding the Criminal Justice system more and to raise awareness on how the justice system is falling apart and crumbling, and this would lead to many problems for the justice system and members of the public as it is well known that the Police have the power to have their say on certain topics and be a voice for the people when needed and they can be partly to blame for the justice system falling apart, this shows that they do not play an extremely active and significant role in the English and Welsh Justice system. 

Liberty (N.D.) states that “Stop and Search is the power that the police have access to, and this gives them the right and the access to be able to search and detain people to search them and the stop and search method has been labelled as one of the most controversial and spoken about police powers”. The Police use this method when they have a reason to stop somebody in a car or on the street for example and sometimes this will involve detaining people and arresting them or talking to them and letting them go depending on if they find anything on that person/group of people. This shows that the Police play a significant role in the Criminal Justice system in England and Wales because by stopping and searching people, if they find anything harmful such as weapons or drugs and they arrest these people, this will keep members of the public safe when out and the police can also take these people who were found with these harmful items to court where they can testify against them and give evidence in court to play a part in there sentencing and wait for the final verdict of them being found guilty or not guilty. According to Metropolitan Police (2023) Without the power of being able to stop and search people who are potentially about to commit a crime, they would get the opportunity to commit it due to not being searched, this would lead to massively increased crime rates as criminals will carry weapons on them thinking they can get away with it knowing they may not get searched. This informs that it is vital that the Police always use stop and search on members of the public if they have a valid reason to, to prevent crime rates from increasing every 24 hours and to lock up people carrying weapons or any sort of illegal contraband on them. By doing this it will keep people safe and increase the public's trust in the police force. 

Nolo (2023) says that “An arrest occurs when a Police Officer has valid reasons to put someone in handcuffs and they will take that person into custody to answer further questions and an arrest is complete when the suspect can no longer walk away free from the Police Officer who arrested them, and this happens before they arrive at jail”. This displays that the Police play a significant role within the English and Welsh Justice system as when the Police Officers arrest someone, they are enforcing the laws set by legislative bodies such as Parliament as they are responsible for doing this as it is their job, and they are also helping to keep members of the public safe by locking up suspects who maybe a threat to themselves or other people along with also providing crucial and valuable evidence in court cases. 

[bookmark: _Int_uDrEjCwu]Lennox (2023) indicates that when arrested the person can be arrested anywhere no matter the time or place and should be taken directly to the Police station for formal caution or an interview, as this is the law. When the detainee has been arrested, they have the right to go to the toilet when needed, given a brief period to sleep and the right to have medical attention if needed and these are the rules that must be followed. According to claims.co.uk (N.D.) “The police can hold a suspect for up to 24 hours before they must charge them with a crime or release them, they can apply to hold a suspect for up to 36 or 96 hours if they're suspected of a serious crime”. This indicates that by law the Police can only hold suspects for a certain period before having to charge or release them and they cannot keep suspects in custody for over the time limit that they are required too, and they can keep them for longer than 24 hours if they have permission and a valid reason too. This shows that the Police play an active and significant role within both the English and Welsh Justice System as they help bring innocent people and potential victims justice by arresting suspects who are believed to be guilty of committing a crime by taking them into custody and putting them behind bars when found guilty of the crime, and also by following the law and following procedures required of them when dealing with suspects who have been detained by doing their job to a professional standard and not abusing their power by treating these suspects unfairly or with disrespect.

According to World Health Organization (2023) Human Rights are the rights that all humans have regardless of age, race, gender, background, sex. According to Mind (2024) Human Rights are rights that all humans have and rights that cannot be taken away, but these rights can be restricted in certain situations depending on the situation that they are in,  regarding human rights, the Police play a crucial role within the English and Welsh Justice System as Brown (2021) states that “The use of Police powers must be compatible with human rights and equalities legislation”. This means that the Police must make sure that their use of power is lawful by considering human rights and legislation as it is their job to make sure that what they are doing is correct and lawful and to consider human rights specifically, especially when using power and force. 

There have been many debates about if the Police have a significant role within the English and Welsh justice system. An example of this is with arrests, the Police may not be significant within both justice systems because when making an arrest the Police could detain and arrest somebody and hold them in custody for 24 hours for being wrongly convicted of a crime they did not commit and that person could end up in prison for a long time for a crime that they may not have committed so although the Police are doing their job by making arrests, it would end up being a miscarriage of justice and false imprisonment which could cost the police force heavily as the person wrongly convicted could file a lawsuit against the Police and the state and can get compensation by making a claim against the Force after being found not guilty in court and let out of prison. 

In conclusion, there have been valid points relating to the Police and if they have a significant role in the English and Welsh Justice System or not and in this assignment, it includes for and against points to state why they do and do not play a significant role. The main topics that were covered and discussed in this assignment were PACE 1984, stop and search, arrests, human rights and when talking about these topics in this assignment and the key target was involving the Police and what relevance they had within these topics and how the Police played a significant role within both justice systems, relating these topics it involved debates stating the Police’s relevance to both justice systems and the key goal in this assignment was to make these debates evenly balanced so no bias was involved in the debates.
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