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Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name:  Osian Matthews
Supervisor Name: Dr.Luke Roach

Hate Crime in the UK: an analysis of the impact of hate crime and the difficulties in tackling the issue in person and online.
Research Question (1 sentence max.)

Literature Review (700 words max)
Hate crime in the UK has been an increasing issue for years as reported by the Home Office (2021) the number of hate crimes reported has tripled in the last 8 years from 40 000 incidents in 2012/13 to 120 000 incidents in 2020/21. Hate crimes are defined by Metropolitan Police (2022) as any crime perceived to be motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a persons race, religion, sexual orientation, disability or if a person is transgender. Hate crime is not a new phenomenon in the UK with many high-profile incidents being hate crimes such as the Stephen Lawerence murder in 1993 where, as reported by The Stephen Lawerence inquiry (1999) Stephen Lawerence was murdered in an unprovoked attack simply for being black this inquiry led to the police being labelled as institutionally racist. Under the modern definition this was a hate crime. The UK government have in the past created plans in order to tackle hate crime such as the “Challenge it, Report it, Stop it. Action plan which as outlined by Featherstone (2012) aimed to prevent hate crime by early intervention to stop it escalating, increase reporting by supporting local partnerships and improve respones to hate crimes by dealing with offenders effectively. Despite this action plan seemingly looking in the right direction, as evidenced above since the action plan was created the number of hate crimes reported has tripled indicating that the methods were unsuccessful. The modernisation of the 21st century has created its own challenges in regards to hate crime such as the role of social media. Hate crimes online are a particular challenge as they can be committed anonymously as reported by Williams & Pearson (2016) cyberhate can reach people within their own homes and despite legislation such as the Malicious Communications Act (1998) outlawing hate crimes online lack of criminal resources results in inconsistent policing of online hate crimes. Another key challenge of tackling online hate crimes is the social media giants such as Facebook and Twitter have been accused of protecting hateful accounts as they make money from advertising as reported by Williams et al (2019) furthermore, due to the reach of social media hateful accounts such as Tommy Robinson account can influence millions of its followers with a single tweet creating a hateful chain reaction. The issue of hate crime continues to rise both in person and online my research aims to explore these challenges and analyse what more can be done to tackling the seemingly impossible task.
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 

Method (500 words max)
The Aim of my research is to explore the challenges in tacking hate crime both in person and online, the study aims to identify areas of improvement in order to reduce hate crime. Furthermore, my research aims to analyse the current impact of hate crime on people and communities throughout the UK. Finally, my research aims to illustrate how difficult it is to tackle hate crime online and in person.
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.

In order to succeed in my aims research must be conducted into pre-existing studies and analyse the results of these studies in order to further enhance my own studies. Furthermore, in order to identify areas of improvement research must be conducted into current policies and legislation regarding hate crimes as well as the policies of various social media platforms in order to understand what they are doing to fight against hate crime. Finally, to complete the aim of analysing the current impact I must study the results of hate crime in the past such as the increase of hate crime online following the “Brexit” vote.
Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims

My research will be quantitative in order to give clear statistical date to use in my research furthermore my research will consist of both a survey and secondary date from previous studies in order to compare and create a clear understanding of results.
 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
My sample will be a range of people from various backgrounds and ages in order to create a accurate reflection of society. My sample size will be at least 100 people in order to create a fair result. I will be conducting a survey using social media as it has a further reach and therefore will provide a more diverse sample.
Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
Ethically I believe my research will be sound however I believe as I am using social media there is the possibility of my research being lenient to the social media aspects of hate crime rather than the in-person aspect
Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  


After I collect my data I aim to create various tables and charts in order to clearly provide my results. In addition I aim to compare my own research with other popular studies to understand if there are correlations between the data and therefore either support or contradict one another.

 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?

Proposed Timeline (not inc[image: ]luded in word count)

Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.

Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
The outcome of my research will achieve a better understanding of hate crimes and where the UK as a nation is going wrong in tackling the issue in addition, I anticipate my research will provide a clearer understanding of how difficult the issue of hate crime is to tackle and the challenges involved, furthermore, I aim to show how the importance of tackling hate crime in essential through my analysis of the impact hate crimes have on communities. 
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
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Use Harvard referencing style (see Moodle for instructions). 

NOTE: Overall word count is 1500 words.
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