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HPHI 4901 - (Level 4 Distance Learning - 20 credits)
Conflict and War: Theory, Ethics and Practice. 
2023-2024 Semester One (Lampeter)
Teaching commences: Wednesday 4th October 2023
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		  	Tutor: Doctor Lester Mason
l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk



AIM:
 
• To introduce students to various theories and strategies of warfare and to explore with students various questions relating to the ethical aspects and considerations of war. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a knowledge of different theories which underpin the study and practice of warfare throughout history, from the ancient period to the modern day.

 • Demonstrate a knowledge of military tactics and strategies and how they relate to wars through history. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of various ethical considerations relating to conflict and war. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT :

• Examination of various thoughts on warfare, including writings of famous strategists and theoreticians such as Von Clausewitz, Liddell-Hart, Napoleon Bonaparte, Von Moltke and Mao Tse Tung 

• Comparisons between theories and strategies ‘on paper’ and how they relate to real events ‘on the ground’. 

• Exploration of questions relating to the ethics of war, considering whether: - such a thing as a just war or just cause for making war exists - a sense of proportionality in war should operate - differences between combatants and non-combatants should exist - war is or should be guided by moral imperatives.
















ASSESSMENTS:

Assignment One:
Essay of 2000 words (worth 50%):   Deadline:  23.59hrs  Friday 15th December 2023.
	
Answer one of the following essay questions:

1. War is brutal and inhumane, and cannot be truly understood through heroic accounts of glory and self-sacrifice. Discuss.
2. In war ethical considerations come second to the imperatives of strategy and military tactics. Discuss. 
3. Discuss the key concepts to be found in Von Clausewitz’s approach to war and conflict.
4. Can attitudes to war and conflict be easily categorised between pacifism and militarism. Discuss in relation to Ceadel’s approach to attitudes to conflict.
5. How can a pursuit as destructive of war also be associated with innovation and invention?

6. World War Two as ‘total war’ raised more ethical questions than it answered. Discuss.  

 



Assessment Two 
POWER POINT PRESENTATION - (50%):   DATE OF PRESENTATION: during week commencing 11th December 2023.  Details to be announced.
Power point presentation slides to be submitted to Turnitin by 23.59hrs Sunday 10th December 2023
For this you need to create a PowerPoint presentation based upon a military figure, soldier, or philosopher studied on this course
 Please note: YOU WILL BE PRESENTING THIS MATERIAL. 
The aim of this exercise is to demonstrate your ability to use the software and you will be marked both on IT skills (using PowerPoint effectively) and your understanding of the impact on military history of your chosen subject matter. 
Please give due attention to historical context – when and where did your individual make an impact; how did your individual change the history of war; and most importantly – what impact did their endeavours have on later military thinking and the art of war.
  You will also demonstrate an ability to present this information in a coherent and expressive sequence of information. So, we will be looking for your ability to construct a visually effective slide show and also an articulate arrangement of the data.   
Slide construction: One of the key points of effective slide production is to remember not to put too much on a slide – less is more – think ‘T’ shirt.  
PowerPoint is a visual medium. This means that you need to think visually about your information. In other words, think about what you want your slides to SHOW the audience, as opposed to SAY to the audience. Ask yourself, what is the best way to represent the point/s you want to make?   
In constructing your slides remember that slides should NEVER be cluttered and the colours you choose should not clash or hinder visibility in other ways. Avoid making the common mistake of putting everything you want to say on the slides. You should aim to use the slides as indicators of the point you are making.   
Presentation should be structured like an essay. Make sure you create:
 • A title slide 
 • An introduction slide outlining the overall structure of your presentation
 • A mid-section made up of a selection of slides each of which outline or presents a point or observation you wish to make. See the above advice on context
• A conclusion 
 • And finally a complete and accurate reference list.  Make sure you remember to reference all the images you use. If you are using your own photos, then you need to find out how to reference your own property correctly.  


Teaching sessions:
 
Introduction:  Course overview, including assessment discussion 

 

1 The experience of war:
· Causes of war – why men fight
· The ethics of warfare
· Experiencing war and conflict

2 Strategy and tactics:
· Logic and dimensions of strategy
· Weaponry and tactics
· Fortifications
· War on land, sea, and air

	





Each week a particular military soldier or theorist will be analysed and discussed, with the aim of each student choosing a specific individual as the subject-matter for assessment two, the power point presentation. 

1 Introduction: strategy and strategic thinkers followed by an overview of Frederick the Great (1712-1786), soldier and King of Prussia, and his views on war through his private letters and state directives.

This part of the module will then examine and analyse the writings of other soldiers, philosophers and strategists through history, including:

2 Sun Tzu (c544–496 BC) – Chinese soldier and philosopher 
3 Niccolo Machiavelli (1467-1527) – Florentine diplomat and theorist
4 Maurice of Nassau (1567-1625) – Dutch Stadtholder and military strategist
5 Gustavas Adolphus (1594-1632) – King of Sweden and military leader
6 Sebastien de Vauban (1633-1707) – Military engineer and Marshall of France
7 John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough (1650-1722) – English soldier statesman
8 Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) - French Emperor and military leader 
9 Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831) – Prussian soldier and military theorist
10 Hermuth von Moltke the Elder (1800-1891) – German soldier and military strategist
11 J.F.C.Fuller (1878-1966) – English military historian and strategist
12 Mao Tse-tung (1893-1976) – Chinese nationalist commander and Communist leader

  
 









BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Essential 
Lawrence Freedman, War (OUP, 1994)
 
Recommended
J.Stone, Military Strategy: the Politics and Techniques of War (London: Continum, 2011).
J Black Rethinking Military History (London: Routledge, 2004).
S.Morillo, What is Military History (London: Polity Press, 2008).
H.Strachan , European Armies in the conduct of War, (London: Routledge, 2004)	
J.Keegan, A History of Warfare (Pimlico, 2004) 
M.Howard, War in European History (OUP, 2009)
M.Howard, War and the Liberal Conscience (Hurst, 2008)
B.Heuser, The Evolution of Strategy: Thinking War from Antiquity to the Present (CUP, 2010) 
N.Machiavelli, The Art of War (Dover, 2006) 
R.Paret et al, Makers of Modern Strategy: from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age (OUP, 1986) 
G.Parker, The Cambridge Illustrated History of Warfare (CUP, 2008) Mao Tse-Tung, On Guerrilla Warfare (B.N.Publishers, 2007).






Suggested Reading List relating to specific wars or periods of history


Medieval Warfare  

Barber, R, The Knight and Chivalry, rev. edn (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1995).
Coss, P, The Knight in Medieval England 1000-1500 (Stroud: Sutton, 1993). 
Curry, Anne, The Hundred Years War (London: Palgrave, 1993).
Froissart, J, Chronicles, trans. Brereton, G. (London: Penguin Books, 1978).
Keen, M, Chivalry (New York and London: Yale University Press, 1984).
Keen, M, Medieval warfare: a history (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).
Prestwich, M, The Three Edwards: War and State in England, 1272-1377 (London: Methuen, 1980).



The Military Revolution of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century – Selected Reading List

Anderson, Fred. Crucible of War: The Seven Years' War and the Fate of Empire in British North America, 1754–1766 (Vintage , 2001).
Bell, David, A, The First Total War - Napoleon’s Europe and the Birth of Warfare as we know it (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2007).
Black, Jeremy, A Military Revolution? :  Military Change and European Society, 1550–1800 (London: St Martin’s Press, 1997).
Blanning, T.C.W. The French Revolutionary Wars  (London:  Hodder, 1996). 
Browning, Reed, The War of the Austrian Succession ( New York: St Martin's Press, 1993 ).
Keegan, John, The Face of Battle (London: Pimlico, 1991), Chapter 3 Waterloo.
Szabo, Franz A.J. The Seven Years' War in Europe 1756–1763. (Longman,  2007).




World War One – Suggested Reading List

Degroot, G. Blighty: British Society in the Era of the Great War (London: Longman, 1996)
Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (London: Penguin, 1998)
Keegan, John, The Face of Battle (London: Pimlico, 1991), Chapter 4, ‘The Somme’.
Stevenson, David, 1914-18 – The History of the First World War (London: Penguin, 2004).
Strachan, Hew, The First World War (London: Simon and Schuster, 2003)
Van Emden, The Quick and the Dead (London: Bloomsbury, 2011).
Winter, Denis, Death’s Men  (London: Penguin, 1979).





World War Two – Suggested Reading List

Bellamy, C., Absolute War: Soviet Russia in the Second World War. (Pan, 2009) 
Wright, G., The Ordeal of Total War, (Harper and Row, 1968)
Berghahn, V.R., Germany in the Age of Total War (Croon Helm, 1981) 
Calvocoressi, P., Total War (Penguin, 1989)
Jones, M., Total War: From Stalingrad to Berlin. (John Murray, 2012)
Rhodes, R., The Making of the Atomic Bomb (Simon and Schuster, 1986)
Cirincione, J., Bomb Scare: The History and Future of Nuclear Weapons, 2008)
Hastings, M., All Hell Let Loose (Harper Press 2012)

Post World War Two and Cold War – Suggested Reading List 

Mann, J., The Rebellion of Ronald Reagan; A History of the End of the Cold War (Penguin, 2010)
Schofield, A.J., A Fearsome Heritage: Diverse Legacies of the Cold War (Left Coast Press, 2007)
Kotkin, S., Armageddon Averted; The Soviet Collapse 1970-2000 (Oxford, 2001)
Jewett, R., Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil (W.E. Eerdmans, 2003) 
Cooley, J.K., Unholy Wars (Pluto 2000)
Whittaker, Terrorists and Terrorism in the Contemporary World (Routledge, 2004)















MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)
First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•	a clear focus upon the question
•	an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps
•	a well developed and solidly structured argument
•	a good and thoughtful analysis 
•	based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials
•	written with clarity and accuracy.
•	presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•	some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused
•	some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 
•	a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations
•	a reasonable level of argument 
•	some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative
•	some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography
•	written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.
•	presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.
THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•	limited understanding of and focus upon the question 
•	lacks structure and a sustained argument
•	some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations
•	tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis
•	limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
•	some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography
•	limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)
Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it
· Lacks structure and argument
· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic
· Descriptive and narrative in structure
· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.
· Weak writing style.
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