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1. Introduction to the Assignment 
Analysis of Impacts of a local Beach School Business named Sand Rabbits 
The report will firstly provide background information of Sand Rabbits Beach School in Port Talbot. As the business operates in an outdoor environment and utilizes natural resources impacts are likely whether these are positive or negative .Secondly how these impacts can affect Society, Environment, Economy and Culture .Finally how the business encompasses the new Well-Being of Future Generations Act and United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
Background information on Sand Rabbits
Sand Rabbits Beach School is located at Aberavon Beach and supports Early Childhood Development for ages 2 to 9 by using natural environments for learning and play (sandrabbits,2018). The aim for children to form connections at an early age to wildlife and conservation, as per Sustainable Development Goal 4 ‘quality education’( un.org 2018 ).The business incorporates beach school concepts and sustainable play activities such as Rock Pooling, Arts and Crafts, Nature Walks, Storytelling and Singing. (Sand rabbits, 2018) /(see appendix)  . Activities are designed to use natural materials ex sand, shells and water, taking in account the business only utilizes what is needed and nothing is taken from the beach. The business aims to support the Wellbeing of Future Generation Act 2015 and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (see below).Examples will be given in the report of those which Sand Rabbits support. It is Important to note Sand Rabbits has only been trading for 7 months there will be limited data in some areas, although this data is of notable value (returning families to sessions

Background information Port Talbot 
Port Talbot is an industrial town, Tata Steel and AB Ports are near the seafront . Close to both sites is Aberavon Beach .Aberavon Beach is a long sandy beach split in two sections by a small pier walkway. Sand Rabbits operates to the left of the pier, housing estates surround the beach area. In addition, local businesses operate opposite the seafront example surfing schools and leisure complex. The beach is used daily by both residents and tourists. It is important to note Port Talbot is a densely populated area with both affluent and disadvantaged areas.

2 (a) Background Information on UN Sustainable Development Goal and Wellbeing Future Generations Act 2015

	United Nations Sustainable Development goals
	Well Being of Future Generations act 2015

	Sustainable development goals were developed to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all, 17 goals were developed (un.org 2018) 

See Appendix 

	A prosperous Wales, A resilient Wales, A healthier Wales, A more equal Wales, A Wales of cohesive communities and A Wales of vibrant culture and welsh language.

The act is about improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of Wales’s. Ref (future generation. Wales  2018)




3. Analysis /Impacts of Sand Rabbits Beach School
As noted in section 1 this section will be divided into headings Society, Environment, Economy and Culture  
Society 
There is a strong sense of community togetherness in Port Talbot, the community pulls together in adversity (Tata Steel possible closure ),residents are proud of their celebrity affiliation. Sand Rabbits promotes the interaction between community members and families through sessions, even though some families may not be local to Port Talbot . However, this is not a regular interaction as sand Rabbits operates 3 to 4 times a month.  (Willer 2018, p.19) provides an example of community allotment schemes which  support young people’s wellbeing, and quotes “change attitudes and give young people hope “. It appears community projects support the opportunity to engage in society plus grow produce;sustainable development. Although funding for community initiatives can have an effect on this interaction ;service loss.This would seem to be counteractive to the new wellbeing act and UN goals. 
Gross (2005) Maslow’s hierarchy of needs shows that each person’s growth can be met when a basic need is met (emotional need). Beach School concepts encompass Maslow’s model, that being outdoors supports growth (see appendix). Activities promote children’s development, hence wellbeing is increased, in line with the  Wellbeing  Future  Generation Act healthier Wales/ more equal Wales (futuregenerations.wales, 2018) and UN Goal 11.7  'sustainable cities and communities'( un .org 2018)  .Some areas of Port Talbot are within the boundaries for flying start provision. Flying Start supports families with young children, with child care placements, health visitors and other services (nptfamily.com, 2018).  Figures show during 2014-15, 37,260 children accessed Flying Start services (Gov. wales, 2018). Sand Rabbits supports inclusivity and social mobility of all members of society by providing Early Year services and contributes to UN goal one 'No  Poverty' (UN.Org, 2018), plus a 'more equal Wales of the Future' (futuregenerations.wales, 2018)      ( see appendix)
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Environment
(Archimedes Earth, 2018) note Beach School supports the “sustainable management of marine beach ecosystems.“ .By using natural resources children learn to care for the natural environment around them. Knight (2009) firstly points forest schools support increased respect for natural surroundings. Secondly supports knowledge and understanding of the environment and finally support understanding of changing seasons. Knight (2009, p.32) quotes “To go outside into wild or semi wild is possible for most families, Importantly it can be done together it can be free and as such is sustainable”, it is important to remember some families do not engage in nature on a daily basis, Sand Rabbits provide this interaction all year round and supports UN Goal 14 ‘Life below Water' ( un .org, 2018).  In addition, support a ‘Resilient Wales’ /Wellbeing Future Generations act (gov. wales, 2018).  However, Sand Rabbits is a business and charges for sessions, prices are kept manageable for families on low incomes (see appendix)
Aberavon Beach can be difficult to access if families are not local to Port Talbot, transport would be required hence carbon footprint may increase.  It could be argued this effect would be low to the fact the business operates a few days a month .A session lasts less than an hour with a minimum of 5 families, although session and numbers may increase in summer months; increased impacts. Staff are aware of disturbance to the beach and as such undertake a litter pick prior and following session’s .In addition risk assessments are completed for some activities which could cause impact, an example fire, these  are carefully planned to minimise this contact ( placing materials on the surface not to burn sand). Resources may be collected to view such as seaweed, shells and fauna, these items are then placed back to their original place. Emphasis is placed on gentle handling of objects, and children are informed that the beach provides shelter for wildlife (Hermit Crabs /shells). Simmons (1997,p.158 ) notes human activity has impacted  on the  environment  since hunter -gatherer times one  example “in agriculture conversion on natural systems  is deliberately  undertaken on a much larger scale both ecologically and spatially”. However, Beach school practitioners are passionate in their discipline, as noted on Archimedes site “have a Passion for or experience outdoor play and learning" .It would be counteractive to beach school ideals to disrespect the environment in which practitioner’s operate.( Archimedes earth, 2018)
Economy  
Sand Rabbits has only been trading since August 2017.  A drop of numbers was noted between December to February, this was due to inclement weather .As with any outdoor business the weather plays a part in this venture, even though the Sand Rabbits approach is to operate in any weather except strong winds. In 2018 Sand Rabbits will have the opportunity to work all year around (January to December) .As noted the overall aim of the business is to support families on low incomes to encourage outdoor interaction. It is estimated the business has in 7 months provided a minimal amount of support to the community, in that families attending sessions may have purchased refreshments in local establishments. It is estimated in 2018 that there will be an increase in families attending sessions hence the local community may observe an increased benefit. . (Visit Pembrokeshire ,2018) notes many outdoor activities can be undertaken on a visit to Wales ( Rock Pooling, Kayaking etc).  (Careers Wales, 2018) notes that outdoor activity tourism contributes to £481 million of the total economy of all tourism in Wales. The business Target audience are local residents, however, the business considers that during summer month’s tourists may be present and book onto sessions.   Long- term projections aim to support ‘A prosperous Wales’ (futuregenrations.gov,2018). In the future, the business hopes to employ a number of staff including students who will have the opportunity to gain knowledge and experience outdoor play and conservation  ( see appendix  ) 
Culture 
[bookmark: _GoBack](Merriam Webster ,2018) note the meaning of culture as the “customary beliefs, social forms and material traits of a racial, religious or social group.” Welsh culture is diverse and embraces the arts, natural landscapes, music, food and industry an example wool. Wales will celebrate Year of the Sea in 2018 which is of particular importance to the business. (visit wales, 2018).Sand Rabbits contributes to welsh culture in a number of ways such as themed sessions /St David’s Day celebrations and bilingual interaction using welsh language(sandrabbits,2018).The majority of visitors to sessions are Welsh however, it is estimated that the business will meet with other groups. Sand Rabbits embraces  ‘A Wales of vibrant culture and welsh culture ‘as noted in the Wellbeing Of Future Generation act (futuregenerations.wales ,2018) (.see appendix)

Conclusion
To conclude  it is estimated the business encompasses more goals than listed here. Outdoor learning is  increasing .If the business is to continue using the natural environment it is important to sustain these areas ,and to pass knowledge on to the future generation ,with the aim to foster a lifelong interest in sustaining natural environments.
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5. Appendix

(2)Beach School  concepts 
 (
Once the course is completed, the learner will be able to understand the sustainable management of marine beach ecosystems as a learning resource through the development of understanding of the ecological structure, management methods of local marine ecosystems and be able to demonstrate how to use and teach a range of practical skills appropriate to Beach Schools 
Ref( Achimedes Earth 2018)
)








(2) Flying start Initiative Ref (nptfamily 2018)
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(2) Flying start Areas Ref (npt.gov.uk 2018)
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(2) Future Generation Act Neath Port Talbot 
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(2) Sustainable Development Goals Ref (un.org 2018)
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Future generations wellbeing act 2015 (Goals)              Ref (wcva.org 2018)
3 Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs Ref ( simplypyschology.com 2018) [image: ]


 Sand Rabbits support the following UN Goals and Future Wellbeing act:





 (
Goal 1
 No Poverty
 
  
Poverty is more than the lack of income and resources to ensure a sustainable livelihood. Its manifestations include hunger and malnutrition, limited access to education and other basic services, social discrimination and exclusion as well as the lack of participation in decision-making. Economic growth must be inclusive to provide sustainable jobs and promote equality
Goal 14 
life below water                                               
By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and based on the best available scientific informatio
n
Ref( un.org 2018)
)
 (
      A
Resilient Wales
A nation which maintains and enhances a biodiverse natural environment with healthy functioning ecosystems that support social, economic and ecological resilience and the capacity to adapt to change (for example climate change) 
)













 (
         
   A more equal 
Wales
 
A society that enables people to 
fulfill
 their potential no matter what their background or circumstances (including their socio economic circumstances) 
(Future 
generations. Wales
 2018)
)

 (
A Wales of vibrant culture and welsh language 
A society that promotes and protects culture, heritage and the Welsh language, and which encourages people to participate in the arts, sports and recreation
Ref( future generations act 2018)
)









 (
UN 
Goal 11
 Sustainable Cities and Communities 
Goal 11 - 
By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities
Goal 4
-
 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and preprimary education so that they are ready for primary education
Ref (un.org 2018)
)








 (
A prosperous Wales
An innovative, productive and low carbon society which recognizes the limits of the global environment and therefore uses resources efficiently and proportionately (including acting on climate change), and which develops a skilled and well-educated population in an economy which generates wealth and provides employment opportunities, allowing people to take advantage of the wealth generated through securing decent work
ref( futuregenerations.com2018)
)












An example of Activities By Sand Rabbits Beach School Ref (Sand Rabbits, 2018)
[image: ]
11

image1.png
<= @ Flying start X 4+ v

“ > 0 a nptfamily.com

* k= L e -

Search www.nptfamil n

#  Families'Zone | Flying Start

Flying Start is a Early Years Government Funded Programme for families of children under 4—including FREE playgroup places for

23 year olds for 2% hours, 5 days a week.

In this section you can find out:

+ Flying Start Video
Ashort video that shows all the different parts of Flying Start in NPT and the work it undertakes in the county.

+ Flying Start Groups
On this page you will find the latest information about Flying Start Groups that are taking place in NPT.

« Flying Start Areas
This page provides details of the areas and postcodes that are eligible for Flying Start. You will also find the Flying Start
Registration Form too!

+ About Flying Start
Want to know more about what Flying Start do and what they organise? Well, look no further...details on ‘About Flying Start'

can be found here.

To contact Flying Start in NPT you can phone 01639 873026 or e-mail flyingstart@npt.gov.uk.

Flying Start

Flying Start Video
Flying Start Groups
Flying Start Areas

About Flying Start





image2.png
< @ Flying Start Areas X 4+ v

&« - O @ nptfamily.com/2

* kL e

Search www.nptfamil n

#  Families'Zone | FlyingStart | Flying Start Areas

Flying Start Areas Flying Start

Flying Start is available to all eligible children and their families in certain postcodes within the following areas: Flying Start Video

Aberaf: Flying Start Groups
- Aberafan

- sandfields (X\\'au n 0 Flying Start Areas

« Briton Ferry

+ Brynhyfryd About Flying start

+ Fairyland
* Melin
- Abergwynfi \ . ‘

- Blaengwynfi ‘
« Croeserw

" umann J’ln g sx%
- cymmer

« Glyncorrwg

- Taibach

- Glynneath

= Pontardawe

- Rhydyfro

- Skewen

- Ystalyfera





image3.png
<« W@ corporate Plan|Neath X +

< > O a annptgovuk * = L e

This Plan responds to a number of the new duties and contains our well-being objectives for the term of this administration (2017-2022); the |
steps we will take to meet the objectives; and our well-being statement which explains why we have decided upon the objectives and how we

developed them.
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+ Working with others in a collaborative way to find shared, sustainable solutions; and

+ Understanding the root causes of issues to prevent them occurring.
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