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A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers
Word Count: 1519
This essay compares and contrasts Shigeru Nakayama’s paper on ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ published on The University of Chicago Press on behalf of The History of Science Society in 1966, with Paul Carus’s paper on ‘Chinese Occultism’, published by Oxford University Press Stable in 1905.

1. The origin of Chinese astrology and civilization 
The structure of ‘Chinese Occultism’ is very clear to describe a key point, that Chinese civilization is origin from Babylon civilization. And the author Paul gave some arguments about Western origin of Chinese civilization, and the connection between East and the founders of Babylonian culture. It was published in 1905.
Comparing to ‘Chinese Occultism’, the ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ was published in 61 years later.  The author of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ claimed that Chinese art of fate calculation is not properly called astrology and Chinese horoscopes are founded on ideas imported from the West. While, the key point of the origin of Chinese astrology and civilization is quite similar that both authors wanted to prove that Chinese astrology/horoscopes and civilization are import from Babylonian culture.  But each author has his problem to get this conclusion: 
1) Logical problem on the conclusion by ‘Three Essential Features’ between Chinese and Babylon astrological tradition
According to the paper, the reasons why Chinese Astrology imported from the West are that Chinese astrology shares three essential features with that of ancient Babylon:1) Empirial collection of data. 2)Official character. 3) Secrecy.  

The listed three reasons why Chinese astrology imported by Babylon are not grounded and have logical problem. The ‘three essential features’ about the nature of ancient Chinese official astrology can not get the conclusion of same origins between Chinese and Babylon civilization. If the logic is workable, then we can also get the reverse conclusion that the Babylon astrology was imported from Chinese civilization in the pre-Christian period by the same logical process.  

2) Lacking of supporting evidence problem when comparing two civilisations 
In the paper of ‘Chinese Occultism’, the major arguments are:1) the cuneiform wring and Chinese script are similar；2）the sexagenary cycle is corresponding to the use of number sixty in Babylonia; 3) the signs of the zodiac are the same in Babylon and China; 4) Chinese divided the circle into three hundred and sixty degrees as did the Babylonians;5) The legend of both Chinse “Fire Man”, SuiJen seems the same as Tiamat in Babylonian story; 6) The yang and the yin is paralleled used by the similar divining method of the Urim and Thummim by Semitic tribe. 

Those similarities all lack of supporting historical evidence to prove that they are the same origin, or just author’s personal assumption. 
Also, Mr Paul Carus gave a story in his paper about the exile tribe coming from Far West settled in China. He used this story to prove why Babylonian civilization influenced Chinese culture. It is pity that he did not gave the precise proof of historical recording about this Far West tribe story in his paper. 

So, it is difficult to confirm the conclusion that the connection is existing between Chinese and Babylonian civilization. And Chinese civilization was imported from Babylonian origin. 
2. Identification problem about Chinese astrology 

The biggest problem of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology” is lack of insight between fate calculation and Chinese astrology, then he mixed up the identification of Bazi(fate calculation) and Chinese astrology which is based on the observation of planet movement. 

According to the opinion of Patrick Curry, he claimed that ‘Astrology is the practice of relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, and the tradition that has thus been generated.’ 

In Later Han Dynasty, Ye Fan recorded that a solar eclipse occurred at Wei Mansion eight degrees, and a partial solar eclipse occurred at Liu Mansion fourteen degrees in History of the Latter-Han Dynasty. 
 It demonstrates that in Latter-Han period, Chinese had already observed the eclipses and describe the astronomical phenomena by the lunar mansions(Xiu), so they can predict the following events in related direction in China. 
According to scholar Yun Ji’s Si Ku Quan Shu, Du Mu in Tang Dynasty wrote on his tomb that birth at Jiao Xiu at eighth house, which is the disease and death house. 
 It shows that the lunar Mansion(Xiu) and the concepts of houses had already applied to personal interpretation in Tang Dynasty. 
In Ming Dynasty, Mingyin Wan,  an ancient Chinese astrologer clearly recorded that Jupiter would pass one House each year and twelve years each cycle, Mars would pass one House every two month and two years each cycle. Saturn would pass one Mansion each year and twenty-eight year each cycle. Venus and Mercury would pass one House each month and alone with the Sun, one year each cycle. Qi would move twenty-nine year each cycle, and Bei would move nine year each cycle. Rahu and Kedu would move eighteen years each cycle.  
  All those disciplines of planetary movement are based on the observation of planets, not on the calculations. 
Above those historical evidences support that ancient Chinese astrology was relied on the observation of planetary movement and fit the identification of ‘astrology’ by scholar Patrick Curry.
While in ‘Chinese Occultism’, Paul Carus shared different thought from Shigeru Nakayama. He mentioned about ‘The Personification of Stars’ in his paper and claimed that ‘to the Chinese (as also in some respects to the Babylonians) the stars are actual presences who sway the destinies of mankind’. But also, he mentioned that those believe to Chinese are based upon ancient traditions ultimately derived from Sumer and Accad.  
Then the author listed the series of stars that constitute Ursa Major, popularly called ‘the dipper’ in America and known in China as ‘the bushel’. 

While the record of ‘the bushel’ in Chinese historical document can be traced back to Shi and Huang Emperor in BC 2697 to BC 2599. Gautama Siddha in Tang Dynasty collected and tidied up all the astrological related historical records in his book Kai Yuan  Zhan Jing.  It was recorded that Big Dipper is the emperor’s car, transporting in the central, managing four directions, respectively in Yin and Yang, building by four seasons, and establishing five elements. It was helped by twenty-eighth lunar mansions, when the sky was about to sprout, the earth was about to breed. 

It demonstrated that ‘the bushel’ is part of Chinese astrology, related Yin and Yang, and deeply implemented on the ancient Chinese’s life, not only for the purpose to serve emperor, but also contribute to agriculture development. But we did not find the clue that it was derived from Sumer and Accad. 
3. Interaction between Indian and Chinese astrology
About Origin of Lunar Mansions, Shigeru Nakayama claimed that twenty-eight lunar mansions of India was translated to the Mo-teng-chieh ching.  While,  Paul Carus claimed that the Buddhist conception of the five elements has ported to China from India, is proved beyond by the fact that the symbolic of five elements which is quite different from origin Chinese writing. And both paper mentioned that Rahu and Kedu in Chinese astrology are origin from Indian astrology which is quite firm and supported by historical recordings.  
It was also claimed by Scholar Nicholas Campion that the complete system of xiu(lunar mansion) is archaeologically confirmed by 433 BCE. It has strong similarities to other Asiatic systems- the Indian Nakshatra, the Arabic al-manazil, and the Jewish Mazzaloth, suggesting the exchange of ideas between China and the West, although their origin is still a matter of scholarly dispute. 

4. Conclusion 
The greatest strength of ‘Chinese Occultism’ is the author druw a global picture of Chinese philosophy starting from ‘Yang’ and ‘Yin’, ‘5 elements’ and ‘12 branches’. And meanwhile, the author Paul made the cross culture comparison between Maya and Chinese, Babylon and Chinese, etc. But the major flaw is lacking of primary materials’ reference, and secondary source list. For example, he mentioned that ‘the duodecimal system was imported at a very early date from Accad or Sumer, the country of the founders of Babylonian civilisation.’ He didn’t show the primary historical records to convince readers. 
Although the author of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ showed lots of historical records to describe the history of Chinese Astronomy. But his argument of three essential features sharing the same origin of Babylon civilization has serious logical problem. The opposite conclusion can be made by the same logic. 
About the identification of Chinese astrology, Shigeru Nakayama mistook fate calculation for Chinese astrology. Actually, Chinese astrology is not only based on the calendar calculation, but also the observation of planetary position, which is also the core to identify the horoscope. 

The discussion about culture interaction between China and India has mentioned in both papers, but the most important thing is that two important visual points in Chinese astrology: Qi and Bei, 
 are missed in both two paper. Both papers mentioned the constitutions of Chinese astrology are including seven luminaries, and Rahu and Kedu from Indian astrology. While the other two important points Qi and Bei are the missing puzzles to form a complete Chinese astrology system.
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