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This essay will discuss the presentation if two storytelling activities, one in a Traditional way using a storybook and puppets and the other in another in a digital way using an iPad. The purpose of this is the enhance a child’s language and literature development in both storytelling ways. Within this essay it looks at analysing some storytelling behaviours, and how these can support the children’s development in language and literacy by researching theorists and linking with them, some of these include les Vygotsky and Bruner. The Story telling behaviours looked at are the use of puppets, using eye contact and lastly facial expressions. Even before a baby is born, they will respond to familiar sounds in the womb, this allows the baby to start making early connection to language (BBC, no date). 
In more recent years storytelling as expanded and can now be done electronically as well. This could be through use of tablets, videos or interactive games, allowing children to engage with stories through multiple modes including sound, images and animation (Robin, 2016). By using technology to read books, it also gives children the opportunity to gain IT skills that some might not have the resources to do at home. 
Storytelling has become Widley recognized to support children’s language and literacy skills and development, reading books will allow children to gain the vocabulary for everyday use and develops their communication and langue for their learning in Key stage 2 (National Literacy Trust, 2025).  
According to Les Vygotsky in his social Learning theory, Learning happens through social interactions with role models in their life (Neff, no date). Storytelling is a perfect example of these interactions. Adults at home and at school can guide children through the story and build on their vocabulary by asking questions, explanations and discussions around the book. 
The next sections discuss and analyse the two storytelling practices observed in the video, one in a traditional way and one in a digital storytelling activity. We will also look at the different skills used to promote literacy. 
In the first video the story is delivered in a traditional way using a picture book. The story is read out loud whilst showing the pictures in the book.  
One key storytelling behaviour observed is eye contact, this helps create engagement between the practitioner and children. During the traditional storytelling eye contact was maintained during the story. This behaviour sustained the children’s attention and created a sense of connection between the storyteller and children. The best times to stop is during the exciting parts of the story where the children then will want to know what happens next and will encourage them to stay emotionally connected to the story (Donaldson, 2025).  Eye contact is also important for non-verbal communication, which is a key aspect in children’s learning and development. According to Rinaldi (2006) non-verbal communication like eye-contact, body langue and gestures helps children to respond to the interaction. When practitioners use eye contact with the child they are demonstrating active listening and makes the child feel valued in their learning and experience throughout the story.  In the digital storytelling the eye contact is different this is due to the attention of the children being on the device instead of the practitioner holding the book. As a result there is less eye contact between the children and story teller. This difference shows how technology can change the dynamic of interaction during the story. But the digital tools could also increase engagement through visuals and interactive features. With technology there is a way for children to follow the words and this can increase their reading as they will know what word is being said. Practitioners can also gain the children’s attention back to them by stopping at certain points to ask questions and have attention back onto them. 
Additionally to eye contact another technique that is similar is facial expression, facial expressions are important as they support the story by showing the emotions. This includes smiling at the happy parts acting nervous at the scary parts or sad when it gets upsetting. These expressive cues help children understand the feelings and reactions of characters. As Rinaldi (2006) said earlier non-verbal communication is key and facial expressions show children emotions and they learn how to discuss their own emotions. To support this Isbell et al. (2004) found that storytelling that includes facial expressions, gestures and vocal changes can encourage children engagement and to participate more in the active storytelling that is occurring. Denham (2006) aggress with this by saying early childhood experiences include recognising and discussing emotions and storytelling is an excellent way to do this. Whilst the digital storytelling also has facial expressions again they are not as much as the traditional storytelling. However with digital storytelling it still possible to use facial expressions and tone of voice to express the characters and emotion throughout the book. 
The last storytelling behaviour is questioning techniques. Questioning techniques are a key storytelling behaviour to encourage children’s engagement, thinking and language development. In the traditional story questions were asked to the children such as “what do you think will happen next?” and “how do you think the character is feeling?” , this allows the children to think about the narrative and to voice their opinion and at the same time build their vocabulary. Open-ended questions are the best type of questions to ask in early years, as it allows the children to give extended answers rather than yes or no answers. Shannon (2023) says that open-ended questions encourages language use by allowing the child more space to verbalize and describe their thoughts and this will naturally expand their language skills including their pronunciation. Victorian Government (2023) says that  Bruner observed that storytelling allows children to use language, and create worlds that and beyond imagination. Within the digital storytelling questions are still asked but there are more opportunities for answers for example the pictures move during the story which can add to children’s answers.  Therefore, questioning techniques can be expanded with digital storytelling.  Overall questioning techniques can play an important role in storytelling by encouraging active participation,  supporting language development and promoting deeper understanding of the story. 
Both storytelling activities observed in the recordings provide opportunities to support children literacy development. This includes listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension and early reading behaviours. When children listen to stories they are introduces to new vocabulary all the time. The national literacy trust (2025) explains that regular exposure to storytelling and reading experiences help children to develop stronger language and communication skills that support their reading and writing in later learning. 
Therefore combining both traditional and digital storytelling approaches may provide the best learning outcome. By using a range of storytelling techniques it can support the development of the children’s literacy and language whilst maintaining meaningful social interactions during storytelling.
Comparing Traditional and Digital Storytelling in Supporting Children’s Development
Both traditional and digital storytelling’s approaches provide valuable opportunities for the child to develop their language and literacy skills. However each methods is different as they have different strengths in how children engage with the storytelling. 
The traditional story’s use a physical book sometimes with props and puppets as well. This allows for storytellers to change their tone of voice whilst reading and they can understand the children’s engamnet with the stories and can add more if there engagement isn’t fully there. Another strength for traditional storytelling is the social interaction that happens between the storyteller and the child. As highlighted by Vygotsky’s social learning theory children learn through interactions with older people who ca support and guide their learning. 
While the traditional story telling focuses on social interaction and imagination, the new use of electronics with digital storytelling introduces new opportunities for learning. Digital storytelling can include interactive storybooks, animations, audio and sound effects. The digital storytelling allows the stories to be presented in different ways this can support different learning styles and have children’s attention more during story times. The digital  storybooks can help children with their literacy development as it can usually highlight words when they are spoken, which allows children to follow the text as it is being read and learn to read themselves. 
However it is important that both storytelling methods are available. As the lack od face to face communication with traditional storytelling can decrease the amount of social interaction that a child gets. 
Overall both traditional and digital storytelling offers benefits to children learning and development. Traditional storytelling supports social interaction, imagination and communication skills, while digital storytelling introduces interactive elements and opportunities to develop digital literacy. By combining both approaches, practitioners can create engaging and balanced storytelling experiences that support children’s language, literacy and technological development.
This essay ahs explored two different storytelling approaches, traditional storytelling using picture books and digital storytelling using electronics, and analysed how they support children’s development in literacy and language. The main points were to look at storytelling behaviours including eye contact, facial expressions and questioning techniques and discussed how these behaviours support children’s engamnet , understanding during the story’s and communication skills in life. 
The traditional storytelling allows for the strong face to face interaction with eye contact and facial expressions being a key focus. These create an emotional connection with the child , helps sustain attention and supports non-verbal communication which is essential for the early years. The questioning techniques but mostly open-ended questions, encourage the children to share their thoughts and feelings which develops more vocabulary and better communication skills. The traditional story-telling allows for children to sue their imaginations to come to their own conclusions, su[porting Vygotsky’s learning theory. 
While different digital storytelling offers unique opportunities to support children literacy skills. By featuring the animations and sounds it engages children in multimodal learning. The children can also do this independently which can sometimes mean they are learning from themselves but they are also not getting the face to face communication that is essential for them. 
Both approaches can be used to their own advantages and nether are superior. Combining both approaches can create a balanced learning opportunities that can support the child in a holistic way. 
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