
Ethical Decision Making and How to Solve Problems  
 
Use this document to create your assignment. It will help. Follow the 
steps. 
 
‘Ethical decision making’ expects you to put your ethical values at the 
heart of the process of arriving at a conclusion. 
 
Step 1: Establish your values. 
What are values? In this case, value is not referring to monetary 
worth, but to what you consider important or deserving in life. Below is 
a list of values. Consider the list. Work out what top 4 values do you 
hold to – aspects you think are important in life.   
 
For example, if you think that independence is the most important 
value required for social life, that would be one of your main values. 
Alternatively, you may think security is more important than 
independence, and so that could sit in your top 4 values. 
 

 
 



Take some time and look through the possibilities. Think carefully about 
which represent you the best. These should be values you live by. 
Having established your top 4 values – write them at the top of a 
clean page, ready to be used in the problem-solving process. 
 
Step 2: Research Circumcision from a Global Perspective 
Use the readings online to support your learning. Do not rely on Wiki 
for anything other than a stepping stone to reliable academic sources. 
Use the library database not Google. 
 
Step3: Arrive at a Conclusion  
Now that you have a more rounded position on what circumcision is 
and how it is used and understood around the world, use the following 
series of steps to walk through the information and arrive at a 
conclusion. (Note: Your assignment presentation should provide an 
overview of the steps you took when researching this ethical dilemma 
and how you reached your conclusion as to whether circumcision 
should be made illegal worldwide.) 

 
1. Define the situation and concern – describe the problem in a clear, 

focused sentence (or 2). 
2. Think about whether it is or isn’t a problem – deeply reflect on the 

issue at hand. Make sure you consider a raft of perspectives.  
(i.e.: Ask yourself if this practice is a global or local concern, if 
it raises humanitarian issues that can be enforced globally. Ask 
yourself if you consider it a problem in all situations and, 
therefore, if it does need to be fixed? What will fixing it DO to 
the world, to everyday lives? How does this problem link to other 
corollaries? Will altering cultural practices cause further issues or 
solve other concerns?) 

3. What has caused the problem? What is the root cause – does the 
root need addressing? 
You can use Fishbone diagrams to collate and structure the info 
you’ve found. 

4. What is needed to solve or address the problem? – Technical skills? 
Education? Knowledge? Practitioners? Policy? Are there multiple 
solutions? Should this anticipate nuanced or localised outcomes?  

5. Select one solution that chimes with your values – outline your 
conclusion and explain why you have gone for this option over 
any others.  Draw in your values to show why you have taken 



this route. Depending on your conclusion you might need to think 
about roll out, cost, time frame, milestones, anticipate actions 
necessary prior and during to implementation, and emergent 
issues.  

6. Evaluate the process. What obstacles made this process 
problematic? What was missing, if anything? 
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