Methodology 

As previously outlined, the question which this project aims to answer is ‘Can more effective and focussed roads policing reduce the vast amount of causalities and fatalities on UK roads?’ There are a number of research objectives to enable the author to answer the research questions which are outlined below:

· What is the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety?
· What constitutes effective roads policing in regards to reducing road casualties and fatalities?
· To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
· Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?

The research carried out during this project is mainly causal research as the author wishes to explore and explain the relationship between roads policing and casualties and fatalities on UK roads. The author will aim to seek clarity on the impact of roads policing on road casualties and fatalities through analysis of the problem and the causation factors of road traffic accidents.

Owing to the wide scope of research objectives and the complexity of them, this research project will utilise both primary and secondary research methods to best answer the research question and meet the research objectives outlined. The author will use secondary research methods to answer the first three research objectives of the project. Secondary research methods use existing research which has been collected by other researchers. This pre-existing data and research may have been initially collected with a different research aim but it can still be drawn upon by new researchers when conducting new and innovative research (Hox & Boeije, 2005). 

The author has conducted an extensive literature review which has been presented within the literature review section of the project. The author has carried out extensive secondary research into the topics of general road safety, policing of the roads to improve road safety and the impact which policing has on reducing the casualties and fatalities on UK roads. During this secondary research, the author has utilised a wide range of pre-existing data and research in the field, applying the relevant information to the research objectives. The author has used a wide range of sources when conducting secondary research and has evaluated both qualitative and quantitative research.  Qualitative research is expressed in words and is used to understand concepts, enabling the reader to gather in-depth information on various concepts, themes and ideologies. Quantitative research is expressed in numbers and is used to confirm and support concepts and theories. Quantitative research provides raw data and statistics which can then be analysed by researchers and the theories behind the numbers can be confirmed (Streefkerk, 2022). 

In conducting secondary research, the other has utilised the extensive data collection on road traffic accidents held by the United Kingdom Government. This wide range of quantitative research was found on the United Kingdom Government database within its website and is very reliable as it has been collated by a professional body. The data was used to present the raw statistical data and facts relating to road casualties and fatalities within the UK. The research allowed the author to identify the extent of the issues within the UK and it was easily accessible. The data within the reports is far more detailed than any primary research that the author may have been able to carry out given the time of the project and the resources.  The author also conducted extensive secondary research using the online library within the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davies Moodle page. The library enabled access to a wide range of peer reviewed papers and research, along with publications from various scholars within the field. This research allowed the author to meet the research objectives outlined surrounding the theories of road safety and the policing impact on it. The research method was fit for purpose and enabled the author to identify the key themes and theories of road safety, linking them back to quantitative research found on the United Kingdom Government database. However, there were some limitations to the research method. There was a lack of qualitative research surrounding the topic of road causalities and fatalities on UK roads, thus the author had to evaluate research which was undertaken in other countries and relate the research back to the UK. This undermines the validity of the research and the findings within the literature review. 

In order to answer the final research objective, the author used primary research in the form of questionnaires. The questionnaires were completed by current serving police officers within South Wales Police and aimed to obtain their views and opinions on roads policing. The questionaries targeted police officers who were not specifically roads policing officers and set out a number of questions relating to their current views of road safety within the UK and their opinions on whether they are able to effectively police the roads within their role.  The questions provided the author with both quantitative and qualitative data as a range of questions were asked relating to the views of the participant and how strongly they agree or disagree with a certain statement.

The primary research method deployed was extremely useful to the author as it enabled them to answer their final research objective and get an insight into the views and opinions of current serving police officers. The questionaries were a vital tool in completing the research project as there was a lack of secondary research surrounding the views of current serving police officers on the issue. Furthermore, the questionnaires enabled to author to gather up to date data which was reliable and relating directly to the research question.  However, there were some limitations identified in the use of questionnaires. As the author is a current serving police officer, they are more than aware of the current issues within policing and the low morale which is felt by officers almost nationwide. The discontent and low morale which is currently felt within the police service may have impacted the answers given by officers to the questionnaire, albeit consciously or sub-consciously. This bias would have given more negative results and in turn would have reduced the validity and reliability of the data collected. Therefore, the findings and conclusions drawn from the collected data by the author may be limited and somewhat unreliable due to the current climate of modern day policing within the UK.
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