How are children and young people are targeted by ‘County Lines’ gangs?

This first blog is going to be based upon County Lines gangs and how they target and victimise children and young people. The exploitation when it comes to criminal activity can also be referred to as 'county lines' (children's society, 2020). County lines are gangs of individuals who target children and young people to distribute and sell drugs across the country. Criminals within these gangs use children and young people, some of whom are as young as seven years old because the children are often seen as being innocent. The leader of the gang will give the children a specific mobile phone 'burner phone' which can be used for communication methods to supply the drugs, they will also force the children to travel to various locations depending on where the businesses are located.
London's Metropolitan Police have the highest recorded numbers of county lines gangs within their constabulary, and this is closely followed by the constabularies within Merseyside and the West Midlands (NCA, 2019). The NCA (2019) also reports that there are twenty-three force areas which are recorded as exporting locations; however, this number could be significantly greater as some force areas have not been registered.
The leaders of the county lines gangs who are often ex-criminals purposely pursue children and young people who are vulnerable (Children's society, 2020). Some of the vulnerabilities that the children and young people who are involved with county lines gangs face include learning difficulties which can have an impact upon their education and make them struggle within the school, homelessness which in turn can cause with specific threats, acts of violence and with specific threats, acts of violence and with specific threats, acts of violence and with specific threats, acts of violence and with specific threats, acts of violence and with specific threats, acts of violence and breakdowns within the family relationships, living in a care home away from friends and loved ones also being caught within the trap of poverty. 
The gang leaders then go on to prepare the children and young people into trafficking and handling their drugs with the promise of having better friendships, access to money as well as having a status from themselves (Children’s society, 2020). When the children have done the initial deal, and the leaders believe that the children will work for them again, they are then harsher with threats, acts of violence and the criminals carry out acts of sexual abuse on the children. This traumatises the children, and therefore they live in fear that if they do not carry the deals that these offences may happen to them again.
There are several factors which have been known to highlight signs that children and young people may be getting exploited by county lines gangs (Children’s society, 2020). Some of these signs include children going missing from home, or that may stay out all night, or past the curfew, they have agreed with their parents/caregivers. Children can also be found with substantial quantities of money and drugs which they may not have an explanation for this can also be while they are found in locations which are quite a distance away from their homes (Children's society, 2020). Furthermore, some children will be cautious about disclosing who they are interacting with and where they are going, which can often explain the reasoning behind their nonattendance at school or college.  
Some of the criminals who run the county lines gangs will give the children and young people a burner phone for contacting where the drugs need to be dropped off to, but also they may provide the children with clothes, jewellery and other luxuries to entice them to continue the work. As a result of some of the work that the criminals make the children and young people do it can alter the behaviours that they display into more of an aggressive or disruptive manner, and this could be down to the repercussions that they have faced while on the drug deals such as being injured or made to feel rather unsettled in the environments they are in (Children's society, 2020). Adding to this, the children who have been exploited by these gangs can often express inappropriate vocabulary in contexts such as violence, drug-related or of a sexual nature which is usually deemed as unsuitable for their ages. As previously mentioned, where some children have items which they cannot explain where they have acquired them from others have keys for hotels and other places which are unknown to a majority.
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(Brinsford, 2020)



An evening drama programme on channel four is called Hollyoaks. This programme has a year-long story on County Lines, and they focus upon different young people getting caught up with the criminals and how they are exploited to believe the work that they are carrying out is of benefit to them (Brinsford, 2020. Hughes, 2020). One of the episodes takes a focus onto one of the criminals who leads one of the many gangs within the county that the soap is filmed. The criminal gives a sob story to one of the young people to entice them to believe that the drug dealing makes life better as he was from a disadvantaged background but is now able to afford more luxuries. 
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(Hughes, 2020)




To conclude this blog, it can be seen throughout that county lines gangs are an ongoing issue across the country, and the criminals have mastered ways to entice young people to become involved. To overcome this, there needs to be stricter laws which are known within PSE lessons in schools. 




Identity issues in the 21st century?
This blog is going to be based upon the issues that children and young people face when identifying their individual gender as well as the stereotypes that can often be perceived by them.
When it comes to expressing their identities, children and young people use several communal indicators (Cooper, 2014). Some of the indicators include the family bond and ethnicity that they may all follow, the gender in which they were assigned at birth and the age they are. When the children use this energetic sequence, they are being constructive for several identities, and this is because identity is not a singular term as it can depend on the influences in politics, cultures and socially. However, if the main focus relies upon these indicators, then it may not show the children's sense of self-identity (Cooper, 2014). It is fundamental to enable children and young people to uniquely express themselves that is through social interactions, play or friendship building.
The identification of an individual's gender role is a well-discussed topic within the current society (Lucy, 2018). Gender identity is one of the most debated topics, both online and with verbal discussions, this could be because society is becoming more acceptable and acknowledging the uniqueness within the roles.
There are some characteristics which are not labelled into specific genders. For example, both males and females take an interest in their looks, so there are known as 'being good looking' (Lucy, 2018). In particular, forty-four per cent of girls would state that they were good looking compared to only thirty-two per cent of boys. Roughly one in eight of the children were males, and they said that rough play was a significant aspect within their lives compared to only three per cent of females.
Is there any harm when it comes to stereotypes within gender?
The results shown within this report by the children's society show that children and young people reside in extremely gendered geographical locations, some of the areas within these locations place an exceptional amount of stereotyping in the more traditional aspects for males and females within the day to day life (Lucy, 2018).
Above all, it can be seen that many of the points referred to within this report have an influence on the wellbeing of the young people as a whole. The boys who would report being tough as a vital trait and then the girls who would say that their clothing attire was the most important they were the children who were recorded as having the worst wellbeing levels across the unit of children (Lucy, 2018).
Across the entire experiment, the results concluded that the friendship groups that highlighted the use of the more traditional gender roles for tasks would have a lower wellbeing score than others within the group. However, in comparison to this, the young people who had no issues about traditional gender roles and made more of an effort with their studies in school had the higher recorded levels of wellbeing (Lucy, 2018).
The acknowledgement of an individual's gender identification happens in a number of stages (Rafferty, 2020).  At the approximate age of two, the infants become mindful that there are some physical differences between the girls and boys. Prior to the child's third birthday, a majority of boys and girls are able to acknowledge which label they are whether that is a boy or a girl. By the time children reach the age of four, they have grasped a strong sense of the gender identity that they have, such as a boy or girl (Rafferty, 2020).
Overall gender can be an ongoing issue as some children, and young people have identity issues, and others see tasks being under the more traditional gender roles; it will be a forever discussed topic. Due to the uncertainties with the issue of gender then comes the stereotyping aspects so until the gender issues are fully acknowledged the stereotyping aspects can not be resolved.






Childhood slavery in the 21st century
This final blog is going to be based upon modern-day slavery involving children and if it is still an issue within the current global societies. 
Trafficking children around the world is still classified as child abuse. If an individual has been harbouring, moving, receiving or recruiting children for the sole purpose of exploiting them it is abuse (HM Department for Education (DfE) and Home Office, 2011; DHSSPS and Northern Ireland and Police Service of Northern Ireland, 2011; Scottish Government, 2013; All Wales Child Protection Review Group, 2011).
There are one hundred and fifty-two million children around the world who have been forced into hazardous forms of labour. The labour could entail human trafficking, enslavement, oppression or other methods of compulsory or forced duties, and this is also known as modern slavery (UNICEF, 2018). UNICEF works on a global scale as they believe that modern slavery has no place within the current civilisation to assist the children who have been exploited by the enforced labour to ensure that the children are safely protected and have the correct amount of support allocated to them depending on their individual circumstances. As well as the work they carry out to protect the children on the forefront of exploitation, UNICEF also ensures their work engages the governments within the different countries to enable them to have an appropriate capacity level within the health and education sectors. UNICEF believes that if the various governments engage this highlights the importance of social inclusion and equity in order for all children to be able to reach their full potential despite the turmoil they have been demoralised to (UNICEF, 2018).
Signs and indicators of modern-day slavery
The children who have been trafficked from their home country will be deliberately hidden from anyone within the community that could potentially protect them. The identification process for exploited children can often be a complex one, but there are several signs which can highlight if a child is at risk or has been recently trafficked (NSPCC, 2019).  Some children can often be forced into spending a majority of their day carrying out the household chores, their time to spend on being a child such as playing could be restricted as they are forbidden from leaving the establishment in which they are residing. The accommodation in which they reside may be in poor condition, which could include a lack of the basic essentials.
Other children who have been trafficked can often end up in a private agreed foster care placement where the documents have been fraudulently created, this, in turn, could account for the children being unaware of where they are in the world as they would not have been supplied with basic personal details (NSPCC, 2019).
Some of the Risks and vulnerability factors for childhood trafficking
Males and females can be any age and unfortunately become a victim of trafficking. There are children who are trafficked from the United Kingdom as well as other countries across the globe (NSPCC, 2019).
It has been highlighted that the children who are at more of a risk of being trafficked if they come from particular areas which have a number of faults. Some of the flaws include high levels of poverty within the communities, if there is a current or recently ended war, lack of positive educational attainment or where there has been a lot of school dropouts for different reasons (NSPCC, 2019). It can also be as a result of the children's rights not being acknowledged or upheld.
Some of the most significant reasons that human trafficking occurs are down to the necessity for low cost or even free labour, where the workforce can be coerced and compelled into illegal pursuits. There can also be inequalities between countries such as different employment prospects and different methods for education to be implemented. Finally, human trafficking could be a result of discriminatory behaviours, no equal opportunities or banishment (NSPCC, 2019).
In conclusion, it can be seen that despite the work of various charities and organisations that modern-day childhood slavery is still a big issue across the world and not just within the UK. If the governments worked closely with the charities and organisations, then there is the possibility of change in the future, but there needs
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