SHOPLIFTING, THE EFFECT COVID AND THE RISE OF THE COST OF LIVING HAD ON IT
Slide 1: Introduction to Shoplifting Trends
· The struggle retailers face from shoplifting has become more intense because of current global circumstances. Retail grocery theft has notably increased because of COVID-19 pandemic conditions and increased retail prices for basic items. 
· The combination of lockdowns together with job losses and economic insecurity forced numerous individuals into monetary trouble so they started stealing because it became essential rather than voluntary (Benker. 2024). The reduction of security measures, as well as temporary closures of stores, gave thieves the opportunity to steal goods during the pandemic. 
· The complete comprehension of these underlying factors helps professionals understand how these circumstances influence business operations and law enforcement as well as community effects. 
Slide 2: The Influence of COVID-19 and Economic Struggles
· Instability in capital markets during the COVID-19 pandemic has accentuated poverty and employment uncertainties across nations.
· Struggling low-income people were pushed into shoplifting as a kind of self-help due to financial pressures.
· Inflation combined with rising prices of basic foodstuffs as well as toiletries and baby products elevated the target venues of smash-and-grab thieves from luxury goods to essential supplies (Vadakkepatt et al. 2021).
· Emerging economic difficulties have pushed several companies to tighten their security systems, although the situation remains a breeding ground for a heightened crime rate.


Supplementary Notes:
[bookmark: _Int_3E6FPgQl]Today I will present our main topic of shoplifting and its development as a result of COVID-19 and increased living costs. 
Retailers have been facing shoplifting issues for years, yet we have recorded an upsurge in stealing during this time. This COVID-19 pandemic and inflation have resulted in a dizzying rise in shoplifting. The abrupt loss of jobs for a huge chunk of the country already struggling to buy the most basic living necessities had made so many resorts to shoplifting in a desperate measure, departing from the notion of a criminal act of greed. The operations of businesses during the pandemic played an incredibly significant role in the increase in shoplifting occurrences. The stores reduced their security forces, while lockdown-related store policy changes did create a highly permissive environment for burglars to operate without solicitation.
[bookmark: _Int_8qkLSQG6]This combination of diminished economic capability, along with businesses' cuts to their security, allowed for enormously increased rates of local shoplifting. Everyone from business owners to police departments to neighborhood residents is touched by this discussion. Billions of dollars are lost by retailers each year through theft events, and this loss is passed on to consumers through higher prices and taxes, in addition to ruining smaller businesses. Law enforcement agencies are under increased pressure to respond to shoplifting, and the courts must balance competing interests in protecting the basic necessities of life with the want to deter such crimes discussion explores the intertwined relationship of economic conditions with social environments and their contributions to rising shoplifting rates with their effects thereafter. This involves an understanding of the very issue that needs to be solved because the other measures involve maintaining security patrolling that equates adequacy to fairness with social responsibility obligations.
We will now examine in detail how COVID-19, along with escalating living expenses, affect shoplifting distribution. 
During the pandemic, millions around the planet lost their jobs, and millions more suffered from income reductions. Financial support existed from the government, yet it failed to meet the needs of numerous individuals. People faced critical choices because they needed to decide whether they should pay their rent or acquire food items or important requirements. Basic items, such as food products and child supplies, along with toiletries, experienced increasing prices, which created an additional burden for families fighting financial struggles. The nature of stolen goods has shifted as a principal movement in the theft industry. Shoppers in the past usually targeted luxury goods during shoplifting incidents, yet today, common essential items have become the preferred stolen items. 
[bookmark: _Int_XALUbmYh]Store owners have observed significant growth in stealing behavior related to food items, healthcare products and pharmaceuticals since these represent essential needs. Businesses, alongside people, are currently dealing with separate challenges. The surge of thefts leads stores to raise prices and set up enhanced security measures such as shelving lock systems and surveillance of self-checkout points. The ethical dilemma remains concerning whether store theft laws should apply identically to profit-driven offenders and those who do it from economic need. This presentation focuses on the responses from businesses together with law enforcement agencies and society toward the expanding problem. The possible solutions we will analyze together include social support programs alongside security strategies and modifications to legal policies.
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