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In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social,
political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are
creating.
For our touring module we must create a theatre in education piece, surrounding a current issue. We have based our performance piece on the issue of the environment, targeting aged seven and below schoolchildren. We believe at this present day that the environment is a big issue that involves not just us, but the world, along with future generations. By doing this in a child friendly manner, we want to give the children a message through story telling on the topic of the environment, and explore how it is relevant in a social, political and cultural standing.
One of the biggest social, political and cultural issues right now is climate change, as in what is happening to our planet’s atmosphere. In summary, the earth is getting warmer because of industry producing gases that affect the way the atmosphere retains heat. “Keeping to the preferred target of 1.5C above pre-industrial levels will mean "rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society" (McGrath, 2018). They say that if we can keep the average temperature to similar levels as several hundred years ago, that can maintain a positive impact on the environment. There are many risks that a warming planet creates, effecting the “natural, managed and human systems” (McGrath, 2018) in nature. Rising temperatures will have big risks on coral reefs, polar ice caps and more extreme weather among other things. We originally portrayed climate change as a group of giants that control the weather. Those three giants would be political world leaders, but as a company we thought that the political connection wouldn’t be understood by the young audience, and politics wasn’t the main aim of the production.
Another element in our production is promoting multiculturalism. We have a story about Welsh and Canadian bears about deforestation and how it affects the bears habitat. Deforestation is a major problem in the UK and many other countries. This is where they cut down trees for their wood, or to clear the land for other development. “Deforestation is the permanent destruction of forests in order to make the land available for other uses.” (Bradford, 2018) People are cutting down trees and using the land to build houses on and the trees for manufacturing, without though to its consequences. “We’re losing 18.7 million acres of forests annually, equivalent to 27 soccer fields every minute.” (World Wildlife Fund, 2018).  I find this very shocking as so many animals are losing their natural habitat not just in the Amazon rainforests, but all around the world. 
Our performance piece aims to educate children under seven about these issues and more, that are happening worldwide, and how they as a future generation and as individuals can be aware of how they affect the environment, and reduce their impact. We hope they can learn the importance of preserving the planet for the future. My aim for this touring piece is to make the audience understand the effect they have on the environment and what can be done now and in the future.  I hope at least some of the audience get the cause and that they realise that we are not trying to push a message on them, but overall care about nature and why preserving it from human destruction is important for the future.
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