From the point of view of your chosen academic approach, is it meaningful to speak of human progress through the ages? Is there a useful distinction to be made regarding technological, cultural and moral progress?
[bookmark: _Int_bPe5fmiR]Progress can be defined in many ways and contexts.  This is determined by who is using the word, in what context and why. Progress is subjective, for example, progress for some could mean a brick house being better than a wattle and daub house. Defining this as progress would depend on who and where the definition came from and as such would be moot. Perceptions would differ from the perspectives of the person with the brick house versus the person with the wattle and daub house. This is a simple comparison but as will become evident in this paper, defining progress becomes complex since it can apply to various areas of human development, who is defining it and why. What is seen as progress for some can be disastrous for others. The Collins Dictionary (2024) defines progress as ‘the process of gradually improving or getting nearer to achieving or completing something.’ Therefore, is humanity striving towards an end goal? Coccia and Bellitto (2018), state ‘[The] human progress improves the fundamental life-interests of people represented by health, wealth, expansion of knowledge, technology and freedom directed to increase wellbeing throughout the society.’ This definition is based on Western values and ideologies of progress which take into consideration all advancements that are deemed to be for the betterment of all. In contrast such a statement is valueless to hunter gatherers. A close look at an indigenous group that has retained its practices for over 40,000 years, will show that progress is subjective. The benefits experienced by the group outweigh those defined elsewhere.
[bookmark: _Int_OYhJU6S9]The Hadzabe are a tribe of nomadic hunter gatherers that live in a remote part of Tanzania. Their way of life has stood the test of time, and they do not value modern ways of life, finding it cumbersome and overly complex. Their days are spent fashioning bows and arrows from materials found in the environment around them. Branches that are stripped and honed using knives and their teeth. Everything they do is on foot. They hunt early morning or late evening for any birds or animals they can find except for hyenas. To kill and eat a hyena would be like consuming their dead. The only animals they have are dogs that assist them on their hunt in finding the kill or locating the prey. The women and children are responsible for gathering tubers and berries, water and making their shelters. As nomads who travel on foot, they do not possess much in the way of material possessions except for their bows and arrows. Any implements such as knives and tools are few and shared amongst everyone in the tribe.  As an egalitarian society there is no hierarchy and although a chief is appointed, his responsibility is for leading and overseeing the wellbeing of the tribe without acting in an authoritarian manner. Anyone behaving in a domineering way is shunned. Settled cultures and most of modern society would perceive this society as primitive and unprogressive. This paper will look at modern perspectives of progress against a culture that has withstood changes for 40,000. It will consider the positive and negatives of both societies in the hope that there can be a clearer understanding of what progress could mean and whether there is a distinction to be made regarding technological, cultural and moral progress.
The concept of progress is a relatively modern concept borne out of the enlightenment era of philosophers such as Kant, Hegel and Marx. Margaret Meek Lange (2011) highlights the basis of thought around progress by these philosophers and asserts that they are not all in agreement over the concept of progress. Hegel’s view is one in which history plays an important role in human progress which, through times of war and conflict, new understandings arise that advance society to improve human conditions.  Whilst Hegel’s theory is based in ideas, Marx’ ideas developed Hegels theory further, believing that through production progress is made.  Kant, however, does not follow either concept for progress.  Instead, he sees ‘progress is neither linear nor inevitable; it is merely possible,’ (Meek Lange, 2011).  Whilst Hegel and Marx view the process of progress as cyclical with an inevitable end goal, Kant merely sees it as a possibility. The three philosophers mentioned here with their differing views on progress have sparked ensuing debates. As yet there is no definitive conclusion for what determines progress and how it could be measured. Hegel theory was limited and heavily criticised. Marx on the other hand used the basis of his theory to develop his ideas for capitalism and communism, which are still widely studied today.  Kants ideas align more with contemporary thinking as his ideas involved the belief that through the development of social cohesion that over time freedom is possible.  
[bookmark: _Int_Ps2qrUVc][bookmark: _Int_x3RGsEfD]The complexities of modern society present a complicated arena for defining progress. As mentioned previously by Coccia and Bellitto (2011) defining progress requires considering human wellbeing through the sum aspects of ‘health, wealth, expansion of knowledge, technology and freedom.’ The stratification of progress, very different from the Enlightenment era, makes it complicated to chart the nature of human progress through the ages. As previously noted, the Hadzabe tribe have existed in the same lifestyle for many centuries. If one was to observe them through the lens of progress, then they have not progressed much. If, however, their lifestyle is viewed from their perspective, they have retained a lifestyle that is favourable for them. Regardless of external forces encroaching on their territory they have adapted peacefully to their limiting sphere of existence. Stiles (1995), wrote of how through Eurocentric activities, the Hadzabe have been forced to live in a much reduced space and environment to what they had been accustomed to. This was forced by agricultural initiatives that took over land that was used by pastoral tribes which forced them to move into Hadzabe territory. Grazing reduced the amount of available vegetation which drove wildlife away. These practices and changes have caused food sources to be greatly decreased. During the 1960s the Tanzanian government attempted a civilisation programme, (Stiles, 1995), creating schools and clinics for the Hadzabe. The initiative failed as they did not take to modern domesticated standards of living and fled back to the jungle.  The Hadzabe have not been closed off to changes. They have adopted clothing and implements such as axes and knives.  Taking on only what is necessary, keeping themselves light in support of their semi-nomadic lifestyle, remaining true to their innate nature and only adapting and adopting as necessary. Progress in one culture can mean the decline or disappearance of another. The concept of being civilised and so being more progressed has stemmed from colonial perspectives when encountering foreign cultures. European Colonisers ‘othered’ foreign peoples who differed in race, culture and how they lived. Bohrem (2020) explores the concept of ‘others’ as defined by Edward Said.  ‘Postcolonial literary theory from Edward Said’s viewpoint discusses the wrong image created to represent the East,’ (Bohrem, 2020), further noting that ‘texts tried to make the East or “other” seem undeveloped and without civilization in the eyes of the West.’ The point here is to show that through these different perspectives of progress, cultures like the Hadzabe were classed as uncivilised and needed to be acculturated. 
[bookmark: _Int_PEGZlSxO][bookmark: _Int_nFoe7HqW][bookmark: _Int_kzsy1dMl]When researching a framework for measuring progress it quickly became apparent that a standard measure of progress is impossible to encompass all aspects of what is needed to define it. Since 1990, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has produced a Human Development Index (HDI).  The index serves as ‘a summary measure of key dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life, a good education, and a decent standard of living,’ (Herre & Arriagada, 2023). With this overarching definition and in relation to the question set, an attempt will be made to determine the nature of progress in the modern context. So, in terms of technological, cultural and moral progress, societies have evolved in ways that are not only complex but also have produced mixed results. A brief look at how modern societies have evolved historically shows progression from the time humans started to become more settled. From the time of settlement, which meant housing, keeping domestic animals and growing crops, humans have progressed and developed increasingly into more complex and technologically advanced societies. As various types of material goods were developed, such as machinery or clothing or utensils, to name a few. Skills were needed to make the goods and over time as societies got larger so did the need for an economy. With the current capitalist society, the model encourages free enterprise but is only accessible to a relative few.  This model leaves behind many members of society to languish in poverty and inequality. A stark contrast to the Hadzabe tribe of Tanzania who are all of equal standing. Modern homes have all manner of items such as furniture, labour saving devices, stores of food, volumes of clothes and many leisure related resources. Through science, medicine has improved longevity and rates of survival. People no longer must spend their life in search of food, so time can be otherwise spent in the pursuit of pleasures created to keep people entertained. The complexities of modern societies have also meant that people must earn a living to afford a lifestyle. With most land being claimed and resources being stripped from the land as commodities, it is impossible to freely access the planet’s resources and often illegal.  In comparison to hunter gatherer type of society, it means that the planet is no longer a free place to roam and use for most humans, rather they must have the economic means to live somewhere, to buy food, and they must earn enough to be able to afford freedom of time. 
[bookmark: _Int_Oo8QAmQ2][bookmark: _Int_IuvWQQsZ]From a cultural perspective, civilised societies have developed a myriad of laws that need to be followed for a safe and peaceful existence. It is interesting to note that the UN since 1948 found it necessary to devise the Universal Declaration of Rights of which there are thirty. It was designed as a ‘global road map for freedom and equality – protecting the rights of every individual, everywhere, (Amnesty International, 2024). It was considered necessary after the atrocities of the preceding World Wars I and II. Wars and greed as well as the growth of large societies have made it necessary to develop rules and regulations in order to maintain peace and order. Something that the Hadzabe people have not needed. Their simple living, not constrained by materialism and their egalitarian ways mean that there is little need for rules and regulations. Instead, their societies are built on connection through relationships; amongst themselves and with nature. They only take what they need from nature. They work and play in harmony. With these understandings and practices, moral progress becomes obsolete. Modern societies though, have had to develop moral standards due to the nature of living amongst large populations. Conflict and disharmony managed by creating a necessary ‘system of rules for the regulation of behavior that is not reasonably rejectable based on a desire for informed unforced general agreement,’ (Gert & Gert 2020). In essence, they define what are right or wrong intentions, decisions or actions. Without these standards people have stolen from and physically harmed others but also on a less physical level how others are treated is encompassed in moral standards. Moral standards have been set to control negative behaviours.
[bookmark: _Int_mkrtjVad]When considering the nature of progress, it is necessary to consider all the implications that progress brings with it. Today’s societies enjoy many physical benefits. Through progress, comfort and warmth are enjoyed, food that is readily available, technological innovations have eased life within the home and out, and advancements in the field of medicine have meant that many have survived beyond previous capabilities. Whilst the nature of this progression has many benefits one could argue that there are hidden costs. This has become increasingly apparent in recent years. The payoff is health issues; physical, mental and spiritual, environmental issues; climate change, land desecration, and disappearing wildlife. The impact on indigenous populations that have lived in harmony with the planet for centuries has been devastating. Many have disappeared and of those that are left, they have been marginalised and forced to exist on ever decreasing tracts of land. Their sources of subsistence have been deeply impacted by activities of the West. Progress from the perspective of the tribes has been negative. Although they do not enjoy the levels of luxury as determined by Western standards, they continue to enjoy and have a deep connection with their environment. They do not suffer the negative impacts experienced by modern society. They accept their mortality as a part of life and have a respect for each other and nature. This symbiotic relationship has withstood the test of time. 
[bookmark: _Int_5iqPq85E]As previously stated, indigenous tribes around the world have suffered through the actions of the West. For the Hadzabe there has been a recognition of this injustice, and steps have been taken to rectify this. The UNDP set up the Equator Initiative which ‘provides opportunities for Indigenous Peoples and local communities around the world to address the challenges of land degradation, biodiversity conservation and livelihood improvement in a socially equitable manner.’ Since the 1990s, NGO Ujamaa Community Resource Team (UCRT), (Pearce, 2022) has worked to regain lands for the indigenous peoples of Tanzania.  They have secured legal title to 84,000 acres allowing them dominion over the land. This has meant having the right to ward off encroachers on their land. In conjunction with the UCRT and as part of the Equator Initiative which allows them to earn an income in exchange for carbon offsets. Carbon offsets are sold to large companies such as travel companies to offset their carbon footprints. For the Hadzabe this has meant an increase in the flora and fauna which in turn has signified an increase in wildlife numbers. Progress in this instance has been recognition of damages to another community and action taken to rectify that. This is progress for tribal communities to be accepted as valid inhabitants of the planet to enjoy the planet as has been customary for them. Having gained legal right to the land has brough with it the responsibility of working within constraints of working with modern technology to report on issues when patrolling the land, (Equator Initiative, 2024, Pearce, 2022). They also have had schools and medical facilities set up. Whether this can be seen as progress or not for them may become evident over time. What can developed societies gain from tribal peoples like the Hadzabe? Kate Raworth’s doughnut model (pictured below) could help to highlight any shortcomings experienced by contemporary society. A large proportion of human activity has been responsible for causing many problems experienced on the planet today. By treating the planet as a commodity rather than a living thing, the ecosystem has become unbalanced resulting in climate change. Raworth's model addresses the shortfall to adopt practices. By using this holistic approach, it is hoped that the health and the wellbeing of not only humans, but the planet as a whole will thrive and flourish. In this instance progressing towards a holistic society gives hope for the future.
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