My independent project will explore the role of women in Ancient Egypt, with a particular focus on how gender influenced social status, religious participation, legal rights and daily life. This topic offers a compelling intersection between gender studies and ancient history, allowing for an in-depth analysis of a civilisation where women’s roles were, in some respects, unusually prominent for the ancient world.
The skills and knowledge I have developed throughout Blocks 1 to 6 provide a solid foundation for this project. One of my key strengths has been the ability to critically engage with primary and secondary sources. Through analysing ancient texts, artefacts, and scholarly interpretations in previous modules, I have learned how to extract meaning, question biases, and contextualise evidence within broader historical frameworks. Additionally, I have become increasingly confident in constructing clear, structured arguments and integrating evidence to support complex ideas—skills which are essential for independent research.
However, my work has not been without its weaknesses. I have at times struggled with scope and focus, particularly in earlier blocks, where I tended to approach topics too broadly. This occasionally led to descriptive rather than analytical writing. I have since recognised the importance of narrowing my research questions and defining clear objectives. The independent project will allow me to consolidate this improvement by requiring sustained attention to a specific enquiry
Moreover, time management has posed occasional challenges, especially when working on extended assignments. Having identified this, I will apply more disciplined planning and break the project into manageable stages with self-imposed deadlines. This will not only ensure steady progress but also allow time for reflection and revision.

