“The benefits of hosting major sports events far outweigh the costs.”
Critically evaluate the above statement by drawing on appropriate case studies, academic literature, and industry & government publications.  Finish your answer by drawing your own evidence based conclusions, followed by recommendations for how the Welsh Government can best support the hosting of major sports events. 
Your answer should be underpinned with appropriate references to academic literature to validate your analysis. 

This is somewhat of a controversial opinion because of the extreme financial cost of hosting the major sporting events. London hosted the Olympics in 2012 and the cost was close to 10 billion British pounds “But the London Games, which cost 9.3 billion bounds” (Danielle Rossingh,2018) This number is extremely high, and some would consider to much and the money could be used for more important investments. In the aftermath of the 2012 games, it was found that there was a significant boost to the economy as the UK saw over 9 billion pounds in trade and investment. “The UK economy has seen a £9.9bn boost in trade and investment from hosting the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic Games, research suggests.” (BBC,2013) Now this isn’t the reality for most countries who have hosted the Olympics with some countries are still paying off their Olympic games. “1972 Munich Games tarnished the image of the Olympics, and public skepticism of taking on debt to host the games grew. In 1972, Denver became the first and only chosen host city to reject its Olympics after voters passed a referendum refusing additional public spending for the games.” (JamesMcBride,2021) The accruing of so much debt doesn’t seem worth it to many individuals as we can see but this didn’t change anything as the price for hosting the games has only grown. “Costs spiraled to over $50 billion for the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi, $20 billion for 2016 Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro, and $13 billion for the 2018 Winter Games in Pyeongchang.” (JamesMcBride,2021) This has led to many cities pulling their own bids for hosting the games being unwilling to take on the burden of such high debt. “Several cities withdrew their bids for the 2022, 2024, and 2028 games over cost concerns.” (JamesMcBride,2021) There is a clear financial risk when conducting the Olympic games but a boost to the economy like what was seen in the aftermath of the London 2012 games isn’t the only reason for hosting the games. there is history to consider, the legacy of the Olympic games is so old and so well respected that many nations feel privileged to host it. Even today many people state that a nations performance at the Olympics effects their own national pride. “According to a global poll, a majority of people in 18 of 21 countries stated their nations’ performance at the Olympics was “important to their national pride,” including 91% of Kenyans, 86% of Filipinos, and 84% of Turks.” (ProCon.org,2021) The fact is that even with the extreme cost people still hold the Olympics as a strong way for a nation to have something to be proud of. While every country has seen their economies have a boost while the Olympics is being hosted due to the increased tourism and more of its own people spending more to go to the games and then when there, the cost of staying, food, any merchandise they wish to have and other needs and wants, but after the games, there is substantial debt to repay and it would appear that it doesn’t change much in the way of encouraging people to be healthier or engage in more sport. The initial end of the games shows an increase but it isn’t large or sustainable. “After the Games, Sport England figures for participation in sport showed that the number of people doing at least 30 minutes a week of sport at a moderate intensity had risen to 15.5 million. This was 1.3% higher than the previous year, so it was all looking good, but already the numbers are declining.” (BBC,com) It would appear while the nations that host the games show improved national participation in sport, it is short lived and the economic boost of hosting the games is not enough to cover the debt that is accrued while developing the necessary facilities to host the games. While the Olympics and many other major sporting events show increased participation and increased tourism, there is almost always debt to be paid and money lost.
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 Complete an environmental (PEST) and situational (SWOT) analysis of the City and County of Swansea as a host venue for major sport events.  Based on your findings identify a suitable sports event that Swansea could feasibly host and clarify the event’s concept and objectives.    
Your answer should be underpinned with appropriate references to academic literature to validate your analysis and choice of event.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Swansea city council have a commitment to valuing sport as a whole and supporting the current sports clubs as well as helping new ones get off the ground after the recent pandemic. “Local sporting clubs, community groups and charities in Swansea are set to get free access to use council-owned playing fields, parks and outdoor spaces as the city emerges from the pandemic.” (Swansea.gov,2021) With a city wanting to back its sporting communities and grow them due to the increase of people wanting to be more active during the pandemic there is space for growth in the sports world in Swansea. With more and more people going out and being active, there are developing communities of people coming together with a shared interest in the form of new clubs, such as running clubs, yoga clubs, martial arts and my personal favourite circus training clubs. Cllr Francis-Davies said: “We all know the numbers getting out and about to enjoy exercise and fresh air has soared during the pandemic. At the same time our city's network of sports clubs and community groups have been a bit stranded because the rules have prevented training sessions and social get-togethers from taking place. Now, as we emerge from the pandemic we want to encourage people to continue to exercise more and support clubs to get back up on their feet and running in a way that's safe, in line with the rules and easy to do. It means we'll be playing our part in supporting communities enjoy their summer and next season when - hopefully - any restrictions won't be as frustrating as they have been so far.” (Swansea.gov,2021) With a Swansea councillor who is part of the “investment, regeneration & tourism” (DS,2021) backing the communities to grow and develop, there is space for real investment and growth as well as potentially seeing more finances being diverted into the sporting sector for Swansea. “We promised to support communities as we emerge from the pandemic and the £20m recovery fund allows us to directly support sports clubs and community groups across Swansea.” (Swansea.gov,2021) As it stands there are plenty of facilities for people to use at small expenses, as well as applications for your mobile device to keep you connected to the clubs that people may be apart of in Swansea. Swansea is in a great position to increase participation even further with the city opening back up after the pandemic and clubs being able to run as normal as the current times will let. With the money being put into sport in this city there is plenty of opportunities for people to get involved and feel included in the sports communities. This isn’t without its worries or concerns, with the threat of another wave of corona virus coming this could all just be wasted money setting clubs back up and could potentially put some sports clubs in a position where they must close their doors permanently being unable to continue to withstand the debt they will gather if there is another pandemic.
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