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Medium term plan
	Lesson/key questions
	Learning objectives
	Teaching and learning activities
	Assessment opportunities
	Resources

	Lesson 1: Earth view
What is Earth?
What do we know about it?
How does it make us feel?
Why do you think we call it ‘little blue planet’?
	To be able to share ideas about Earth using appropriate geographical vocabulary

To be able to ask and respond to relevant questions using maps, globes and photographs
	Find out what pupils already know about Earth through discussion and drawing activity

Drag and drop activity on IWB 

Pupils describe how the view of Earth makes them feel

Pupils make models of Earth
	Use pupils’ drawings of Earth to establish what they already know 
	Activity sheets 1, 2 and 3

PowerPoint 1
Knowledge box 1
Selection of globes and world maps

Modelling clay, crayons, collage materials, video recorder (depending upon your chosen activities)

	Lesson 2: Mapping the world

What is a map?

How is the world mapped?

How can we view the 3D world in 2D?

What is a continent?
	To begin to understand what a map is and that different maps can show the same place in lots of different ways

To begin to use appropriate geographical vocabulary such as country and continent
	Discuss making Earth as a 3D sphere into a flat 2D map. Demonstrate the problems by cutting up an inflatable globe or covering a ball with a sheet of paper

Pupils learn the Continent rap and label the continents by looking at their shape

In groups, pupils research a continent using an atlas and sort artefacts that they associate with that part of the world

Play online games

Compare continent sizes by drawing them on squared paper
	Peer assessment: pupils describe what a continent is and say the Continent rap to each other

Teacher assessment through talk as pupils discuss work 

See if pupils can label the continents correctly


	Activity sheets 4 and 5

PowerPoint 2

Inflatable globe 

World atlases

Selection of different maps

Sheets of paper and small balls

Artefacts from around the world including everyday items

	Lesson 3: Why do stars only come out at night?

Why do we have night and day?
How does this affect our lives?

Why is it daytime in Australia when it’s night-time in the UK?


	To know that nearly all of our light and heat comes from the sun

To know that we get night and day because Earth is spinning on its axis

To recognise how night and day affects life on Earth


	Look at the visible light image of the Earth, discuss how this has been taken and where has the most/least light and why

Pupils model the Earth rotating around the sun using themselves and crêpe paper streamers 

Look at webcams in different parts of the world and draw what children are doing 

Pupils look at visible light image and identify large cities using a map. Discuss why some places have no light 
	Use pupils’ pictures showing what children might be doing in New York and Sydney when it’s midday in the UK


	Activity sheet 6

PowerPoint 3 
Knowledge box 2
Globes 

Torches 

Streamers of crêpe paper 



	Lesson 4: Thank you ocean

What is an ocean?

Where are the oceans? 

What are their names?

What might you find in an ocean?

Why do oceans matter?

	To know what an ocean is

To be able to use maps and globes to locate and name oceans

To begin to understand how oceans are important to us


	Pupils listen to whale songs. Discuss where whales live, introduce the term ‘ocean’ and find them on a map

Watch Thank you ocean video 

Pupils draw and paint oceans showing some of their uses
They write Thank you ocean poems and enter the words into Wordle 

Listen to shells

Read ocean-related books or watch film clips
	Ask pupils to find the oceans on a map or globe

Use ‘assessment buddies’ to talk about why and how oceans are special

Use work produced, e.g. Thank you ocean poems


	Activity sheet 7

PowerPoint 4
Knowledge box 3
Google Earth

Storybooks 

Shells, seaweed and images of the sea 



	Lesson 5: Rivers of life

What is a river?

What are rivers like?

Why do people live and work near rivers?

How do rivers shape the landscape?


	To recognise how rivers are important to people and their everyday lives
To be able to describe a river using appropriate geographical vocabulary

To be able to name one major world river and one local river


	Watch the opening to EastEnders and find River Thames on a map

Pupils discuss what they already know about rivers and consider why they are important

Talk about river safety and pupils’ experiences of visiting a river

Create a river using guttering

Watch BBC clips of waterfalls. Pupils write a report or record an interview about discovering a new waterfall
Match prompts with photos 

Brainstorm river words and names  
	Use pupil feedback at the start of the lesson and pupils’ discussion as the lesson develops for teacher assessment

Ask pupils to use self-assessment to say how well they thought they achieved one of the learning objectives and what they could do better


	Activity sheets 8 and 9

PowerPoint 5

Photoset 1

BBC short video clips



	Lesson 6: Green Earth

Why and how are trees and other green plants special?

Which bits of the earth are green and why?


	To know some reasons why trees and other green plants are important to life on Earth

To know why some places and regions are better for growing trees and forests than others


	Introduction to the sun through an image, video clip and discussion

Pupils try to guess what leaves can do that we can’t with the help of a number of clues. 
Discussion about how leaves use the sun’s energy

Discuss where big forests are found and why we need trees

Explore school grounds to find plants and trees. 
Create pictorial maps showing a variety of plant life

Discussion about why trees are special and how tree numbers are diminishing
	Ask pupils to explain the location of trees or suggested planting in the school grounds using their map

Use pupils’ written comments and talk about why trees matter


	PowerPoint 6
Knowledge box 4
An empty box or container

A glass of water

An item of food 

Digital cameras

Hand lenses
Leaves 

Plan of school grounds

	Lesson 7: Buzz of life

Why are bees important to our everyday lives?

What is honey and where does it come from?

Why does the taste of honey vary from place to place?

What kind of environment do bees need? 


	To realise how our lives and those of animals are connected

To begin to explain why the look and taste of honey varies from place to place


	Introduction to bees and the fact that they make honey 

Pupil discussion about why we need bees to make vanilla ice cream

Pupils sample and map honey from different areas 
Pupils act out the story of rare white honey from Ethiopia 

Pupils paint pictures of some of the things that need bees to grow well
True or false honey facts 

Discuss how bees are dying out and what action could be taken to make the school grounds more habitable for bees 
	Peer assessment: ask pupils to tell a partner why bees are special and how we could look after them better

Use pupils’ work drawing the links between bees and ice cream

Ask pupils to explain why the taste of honey varies from place to place


	PowerPoint 7

Honey from different parts of the world and a jar of local honey

Foodstuffs listed on PowerPoint 7



	Lesson 8: Our Earth

Why should we care about the Earth?

What can we do to improve and sustain our environment?


	To know that what we do today affects what might happen in the future

To recognise how people can improve and sustain environments

To know that the world works in a connected way


	Look at the Earthrise image and answer questions about it as a class

‘Wonder walk’ around the school with hand lenses recording beauty

Pupils complete ‘wonders of the world’ sheet with drawings, images, words and magazine cuttings

Pupils use cards to make links between things in the world and then make a poster in groups or as a class

Pupils do an environmental assessment of the school grounds 

Quiz and discussion about local and global interconnections
	Use pupils’ work on the wonders of the world 

Use pupils’ talk and their responses to using the cards to see how well they can make connections

Use pupils’ talk to see if they can identify how their local environment might be improved or sustained
	Activity sheets 10, 11 and 12

PowerPoint 8
Knowledge box 5

Digital cameras

Digital audio/video recorders

Hand lenses




