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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: YES   
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   
 

	NAME: ROBERT COSTLEY

	STUDENT ID No.: 2024038

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading

This dissertation will focus on the question, Is the use of taser proportionate between ethnic and non-ethnic groups in modern policing?

This subject is worthy of consideration for research as it is an integral part of policing not just in England and Wales but in wider forces around the globe, and taser draws mass attention and scrutiny in the public eye and from internal reviews. The use of taser since its introduction in 2003, (IPCC 2014) was brought in as a means to both safeguard officers and the public, even the subject that the taser is directed towards, in cases of the subject self-harming. Taser is seen as a necessary tool to fill a void that is created by the use of non-lethal PAVA or incapacitant spray used at a lower end of the threat scale towards officers and the public and the use of lethal force being firearms that is at the higher end of the threat level.

Following the 2021 report published by the IOPC which flagged concerns about the police’s use of taser and its legitimacy concerning the weapons possible overuse and disproportionality directed on ethnic groups in society such as Black and Asian and minority communities (IOPC 2021). I will be researching whether the method of utilising taser as a use of force to incapacitate members of the public who present themselves as a danger to the community or themselves, is used proportionately in the view of the public, force policy, and national guidelines, and that the training and guidelines for use of taser are clear and transparent for public understanding and police officers alike.

This research that will be undertaken will cover objectives of research such as necessary use of force of taser deployment, officer training, injuries sustained from use of taser, other alternatives of de-escalation before utilising taser, how the taser has developed from its conception in order to provide safe deployment of the weapon, medical after care of the offender post deployment of taser, individual cases studies of negative and positive results of use of taser and use of taser on cultural demographics within communities. 

One of the main observations of this research will be the period of time since studies began on this supposed non-lethal method of incapacitant up until the present day, or at least to the time that this dissertation will be carried out, to use as a comparison of the recent and early studies covered in the objectives above and recent reports on high profile taser incidents in England and Wales. 

This research will justify valuable evidence to both police forces in England and Wales, organisations such as the Independent Office of Police Conduct, National Police Chiefs Council, and medical reviews that have conducted research prior to this study that have produced positive and negative results in relation to the health of recipients of taser deployment, and this may help in advancement of the production of future taser methods and understanding of necessity or not of this particular use of force. I will be reviewing past studies such as the study into an uplift programme for taser that was conducted in 2019 after Superintendent Ian Drummond-Smith carried out in order to present to independent studies to review his findings (Drummond-Smith. I 2019), these findings, like others previous will be compared by use of questionnaire and peer review studies for a contemporary review.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question

The questions which will be required for the study will be as follows:

Q1 How is Taser training delivered to the respective officer.
Q2 Experience of using Tasers in officer’s policing area.
Q3 What portion of demographic the respective officer has deployed the Taser on within the community.
Q4 What medical complications arise as a result of Taser deployment.

Objectives:

Information collated from peer review questionnaires will be analysed to produce accurate data of officer’s currently working in the field and statistical analysis of current papers and case studies that have been produced by previous graduates. 

Answers to the questions on each of the topics listed above will be used produce contemporary findings that will be a quantitative modern view of officers in the field in comparison to years previously. The objective is to use case studies to measure the difference if any of officer’s experience since the introduction of Taser to present day, and to use the information gathered to make comparisons on previous findings in case studies which have led to regulations and policy that have been introduced over the last twenty years of Taser use by regulatory bodies such as HMICFRS. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Using journals and articles from postgraduates and professionals that have created detailed papers of findings such as that of Ian Drummond-Smith who is a Superintendent of Devon & Cornwall Police who has used personal experience along with an analysis paper fifteen years of Taser use in forces in England and Wales. 

Journals and case studies will be the basis of comparison in the study being carried out. The most recent findings in Open Athens library of academic journals which can be located dates to 2021. 

These include IOPC, HMICFRS, NPCC and others who have correlated data to produce their findings and results to form a conclusion of their case studies. Articles from sources such as Amnesty International, who are a non-profit organisation and publish reviews of injustice of human rights and petitions that have been introduced to the public in order to shed light on any such injustice for the betterment of policy as a non-internal form of scrutiny for the transparency of public viewing, An article on public awareness of all officers to carry Taser in the UK, which highlights health concerns amid a number of Taser related deaths utilises such statistics as will be compared in the dissertation title’s listed above (Amnesty International 2018).
Also, research into possible detriment of neuropsychological function that has been studied by forces in the Snited States which may show depleted cognitive function as a result of Taser deployment on subjects (Kane. R J, White. M D 2015).

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 
The main research that will be conducted will be using case studies from journals on Open Athens and Google Scholar, as these are tested and reviewed sources that have been accredited by their respectful Universities. This past collated information is ideal to be reviewed against a modern study. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?

The target for sampling during the questionnaire and the duration of the dissertation is serving police officers, in particular Taser trained response officers currently serving on the front line. 
This will give a result that will be accurate to use for the comparison with previous case studies.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

The main ethical issue that can be drawn will be that of an opinion only from current serving officer’s and not that of the wider public. The research will be focused on opinions of officers for an honest portrayal of training, usage of the Taser device and reflections on experience of front-line duties and the demographic of subjects Taser is deployed upon.

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 

Submission of proposal and ethics form: 22/05/2023
Submission of Literature Review: 31/07/2023
Analysis of results from Questionnaire: 30/10/2023
Submission findings 7 conclusion: 04/12/2023
Final project submission: 02/01/2024
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Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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