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	HND/C ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATION


	Student name:
	     
	Student P number:
	

	Programme:
	HN Computing Portfolio 

	Module:
	Computer and Network Architecture 
	Module Level (4, 5, 6, 7):
	

	Module code:
	
	Contribution to Overall 

Module Assessment (%):
	50%

	Lecturer:
	Lee Cobley
	Internal Verifier:
	Lee Cobley

	Assignment Title:
	Written Assignment
	Assignment No:
	1/3

	Hand Out Date:
	18/Nov/10
	Submission deadline:
	21/Jan/2011

	Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum grade of Pass.  Over one week late, Refer.

	Referencing:
	In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research your work is based (numeric system of referencing)). Append to your submission a reference list / bibliography that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have read or quoted in order to complete this assignment (initials of author and surname, title of book/article, edition, publisher: place of publication, date of publication).

	Disclosure: 

	I declare that this assignment is all my own work and that I will acknowledge all materials used from the published or unpublished works of other people.

	Student’s Signature:

	
	
Date:
	


	Learning Outcomes tested

(from module/unit syllabus)
	Assessment Criteria  To achieve each outcome a student must demonstrate the ability to:

	1

	Investigate, describe and evaluate the purpose and characteristics of computer components. 

 Investigate, describe and evaluate the purpose and characteristics of                  operating systems and software.

	
	


· Please submit the assignment parts in a suitable report folder– not in polypockets.  
· The assignment specification (including tasks, grading criteria and coursework feedback form) should be at the front of the submission.  Assignments will not be accepted without a specification as it is a requirement that you sign the disclosure regarding referencing convention.
· All assignments must be submitted both in paper copy and through Turnitin through blackboard.
	Coursework Feedback to Students


	
Lecturer’s General Comments:

	

	     


	Final Grade:


	

	Lecturer’s Signature:

	
	
Date:
	


	
Second Marker’s Comments:

	

	

	Second Marker’s Signature:

	
	
Date:
	


	TASK DESCRIPTION


Task
Provide a general description of a modern computer system, identifying generic system hardware components. 
Use this description as a framework to discuss current trends regarding memory size, type and speed; processor type and speed; the evolution and types of secondary storage; input and output devices and other aspects of computer hardware which you consider important.  
Identify, specify and explain desktop PC hardware components (for example processor type and speed, data bus width, memory type and access time) which would be appropriate for a desktop PC used in a training/learning environment. You can use the university as an example. Assume the machine is capable of running programs associated with your chosen environment. For example an office PC would need to run MS Office etc, a games development computer would need to be running Maya, etc..
Research and then discuss the types of operating system appropriate for the scenario described above indicating what key features the operating system should possess.

Finally review and discuss the key hardware and software components required to link the machine to your on-line community. Include in your discussion an overview of network systems and the Internet and suggest essential security requirements of the network.

Your report must be at least 2500 words in length.

	Grading criteria

	Grade
	Characteristics/Possible evidence
	
	Comment/Grade

	Pass

The outcomes indicated in the assessment must be achieved at a satisfactory level
	Work demonstrates some familiarity with and grasp of a factual/conceptual knowledge base for the field of study and/or ability to employ specialist skills, but only just meeting threshold standards. Work may be characterised by some significant errors, omissions or problems, but there will be sufficient evidence of development and competence. Writing may be poorly presented without properly laid out referencing/bibliography, or in the case of quantitative work, it may not be possible to follow the logic and reasoning leading to the results obtained and the conclusions reached
	
	

	Merit

In order to achieve a merit the student must exhibit with reasonable consistency across the unit the characteristics listed opposite.
	Work of commendable quality commanding wide ranging specialised technical, creative and/or conceptual skills.  There will be consistent evidence of capability in all relevant subject-based skills, including the ability to self-evaluate and work autonomously and to use effectively specified techniques in appropriate contexts.

Writing work will make excellent use of appropriate, fully referenced, detailed examples and there will be clear evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  Any quantitative work will be clearly presented, the results should be correct and any conclusions clearly and accurately expressed.  
	
	

	Distinction

In order to achieve a distinction the student must exhibit with reasonable consistency across the unit the characteristics for a merit plus the characteristics listed opposite.
	Work is based on a rigorous and broad knowledge base, demonstrating ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate concepts and/or interpret and describe the creative expression and the associated workflow process including both the design and development/production considerations. 

The work will go beyond that provided on reading lists and include independent work.  There will be strong evidence of competence across a range of specialised skills and the capability to operate autonomously. The work will exhibit excellent levels of knowledge and understanding, with elements of originality and flair.
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