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AIM(S)
· To develop a detailed understanding of how the law of testate and intestate succession operates in England and Wales and develop a detailed understanding of the principles and application of probate practice.


LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate detailed knowledge and a systematic understanding of the requirements for a valid will, including the formality requirements and the law relating to testamentary capacity; 
· critically describe the operation of the law of intestate succession and the role of personal representatives and critically evaluate the concept of freedom of testation; 
· analyse and critically assess the law in relation to provision for family and dependents. 


INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Intestate succession.
· Formality requirements for a valid will.
· Amending, revoking, and reviving wills.
· Testamentary capacity.
· Powers and duties of personal representatives.
· Rights and remedies of legatees and next of kin. 
· Mutual wills.
· Freedom of testation and family provision.
· The steps and procedures to be taken in the administration of a simple estate.

Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	--
	--

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio 
	3 elements (equivalent to 2000 words)
	50%





Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☒	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Exam 
	2 hours (plus 15 minutes reading time)
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	50%

	Coursework
	50%

	Practical
	--

	TOTAL
	100%




INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	BMLW6014

	Module Title
	Law of Succession and Administration of Estates

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Hedlund, Richard. (2021) The Law of Succession 2nd edition Hall and Stott Publishing Ltd;
	☒

	Essential
	Thomas, M. (2022) Blackstone’s Statutes on Property Law 30th edition, Oxford University Press
	☒

	Further
	King, L. (2022) Private Client : Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning. 1st ed. Guildford :, College of Law Publishing.
	☐



