1. Welcome to Bloodlands


‘Large numbers matter because they are an accumulation of small numbers: that is, precious individual lives’ – Snyder

Hitler: 11 million
Holocaust – under 6 million 
Soviet POW – 2.6 million
Slaves – preventive measures and reprisals 
Sinti and Roma, homosexuals
Stalin: 6 million 
Gulag – 3 million
Great Famine – 5 million (3.3 in Ukraine, 3.3 Ukrainians, 1.3 million in Kazakhstan) 
Great Terror – 1 million
De-kulakization
2. USSR
a. Stalin’s rise to power after Lenin’s death in 1924
b. First Five Year Plan 
i. 1929-1932
ii. Bid for power
iii. Building of an utopia
iv. Socialism in one country 

‘We are fifty or a hundred years behind the advanced countries. We must make good this distance in ten years. Either we do it or we shall go under’ – Stalin

3. Side note: brutalisation of daily life: 
a. 1917 Revolution, 
b. Civil War 1918-1923, 
c. Russo-Polish War 1919-1921, 
d. Famine of 1921-1922, 
e. Cultural Revolution 1928-1932

Task 1. What does your source tell us about the brutalisation of life in the USSR?

4. Experience of brutalisation: 
a. brutalisation of life 
b. militarisation of life 
c. mistrust – rupture of social contract 
d. creation of a class enemy
5. Creation of a class enemy.

Kulak, out of the kolhoz
‘At the plenum of village soviet, we create kulaks as we see fit’ 

We will smite the kulak who agitates for reducing cultivated acreage  
‘We will exile the kulak by the thousands and when necessary— shoot the kulak breed’ 

6. Early collectivisation and dekulakisation.
a. 1929 – Stalin decides to ‘liquidate kulaks as class’
b. 1930 – first orders for OGPU
c. Coincides with first wave of collectivisation 
d. 30 000 shot, 2 million sent into exile – in the early 1930s

Task 2. How did the contemporaries understand the Gulag? 

7. The Great Famine of 1933
a. Collectivisation – communist ideal
b. Collectivisation – practical need
c. First wave – 1930
d. Partially revoked 
e. Almost no impact on harvests
f. Second wave – 1930/31
g. Total disruption of village life
h. Poor harvest of 1931
i. December 5th – order to surrender seed grain
j. Summer 1932 – famine begins 
k. Law of August 7th – all grain belongs to the state
l. ‘procurement’, searchers and arrests through the late 1932
m. ‘Fortress’ Ukraine
n. Autumn 1933 – new ‘ethnographic material’ arrives in Ukraine
8. The dying and the dead
a. Great Famine – 5 million:
b. 3.3 in Ukraine, 
c. 3.3 Ukrainians, 
d. 1.3 million in Kazakhstan

