Students are required to critically consider the strengths and weaknesses of the research article, with a particular focus on the methodology and methods used, and the ethics of the study.

‘Conceptualizing the role of adults within youth-adult partnerships: An example from practice’ (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) This article was written in the early months of two thousand and seventeen. This shows that the article is very recent and gives us an understanding to how young people today feel in the world that we live in, and how and how well they work with adults. The article enlightens us about how we can work together as young people and adults. It gives us an example of it in practice which is about a project that was run to make the metropolitan Detroit a better community. The project represented ‘multiple communities-across cities, neighbourhoods, and suburbs’. (Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, 2017) which shows that it has a wide audience as it could relate to everyone. I feel that the writers of the article used the wide audience to their advantage as they knew they could express the importance and purpose of relationships between young people and adults and how it can reflect in practice.
‘Conceptualizing the role of adults within youth-adult partnerships: An example from practice’ (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) Again, is an article about how effective a relationship is between adults and youth. It lets us ask the question, can young people change their communities or societies without the help from adults? The article ‘conceptualizes the roles that adults provide’ and shows us the personal experience and the ‘complex interactions between youth and adults’ ‘within youth participation efforts’. Also, it shows the implications that the young people had when it came to ‘practice, education, and research.’ The writers of the article have conceptualised adults within roles for the project. They decided that these roles consist of the ‘trainer’, ‘challenger’, ‘Politicizer’, ‘Legitimizer’ and the ‘gluer/ sustainer’. These roles form a ‘model’ which then allows the adults to ‘articulate key roles base on (their) experience’ as adults ‘working’ with the young people. Within this essay I will be talking about what skills are needed, what these roles involve and how they can be a positive or negative for this project, which I feel is all about the morality and ethics and how relationships work with adults and youths. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292)
The article begins with the introduction. It begins with a question, this is a strength as it allows the reader to be able to get their own point of view before they have read the article. This gives the reader the impression that the writers are not being forceful with the main purpose of research and are allowing there to been room for knowledge. The introduction provides a good basis for the reader to have some knowledge about the ‘growing base of scholarship on youth participation in civic engagement and community change’.  It tells us that there has been a ‘critical nature of adults within youth participation practice’ which leads to the suggestion that we have ignored the ‘skills and qualities of adults’ as ‘allies’ within the youth setting. This could be a weakness as it could portray a sense of bias if a younger person were to be reading as the article is suggesting that young people are not able enough to be successful on their own and that they need the reinforcement of adults to make the success achievable. Further along the article it provides us with an example that suggests that an adult ‘role requires’ them to be able to ‘learn to share and negotiate power’. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) This shows another strength within the article as it is allowing us to open our perspective of adults within youth work and whether it is for the young persons interest or whether it is a battle for power. 
The second part of the article is the ‘Critical reflection from experience’. The article refers the ‘critical reflection and summarization’ from their ‘own experiences’ of conceptualizing ‘specific roles of adults within youth work’. This could be a weakness as within the article it does not allow there to be two points of view as they are ‘adult allies’. As a reader it would be beneficial to have the perception of an adult or a young person, which would then justify the purpose of the article, as it is from different perspectives. The article then goes on to explain that the writers had drawn from ‘feminist methodology, narrative methods and critical reflection’ (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292) to review what they had learnt from their experiences. ‘Feminist approaches argue that political and economic power is in the hands of men.’(Social Welfare Alive!, 2002). Feminist methodology would help them to understand that they ‘can no longer afford to ignore sexual difference’ which referrers to how ‘men and women’ are not considered ‘social subjects’ and that the ‘malestream bias had to be overcome’ (An Introduction to Sociology: Feminist Perspectives, 2005) This is a positive methodology as this allowed them to be able to understand everyone’s roles on a neutral basis without any compromise to gender roles.
However, on the other hand there are several types of feminism, such as liberal feminism, social/Marxist feminism, radical feminism and black feminism. They all stand for separate beliefs. Some believe in ‘women’s interests within the structures of the existing social order’, and also others believe that some of the other ‘feminist strands for dealing exclusively with the experiences and interests of white’ which would be often the ‘middle-class women’ and some even believe that ‘men collectively’ are the ‘enemy’ who have ‘different interests of women’ (Social Welfare Alive!, 2002) These approaches have different ways of seeing women within society, it would not be fair for the writers of the article to approach research with certain feminist approaches as they do not include everyone which is an ethical issue as it does not involve everyone, as was said in the article that ‘most group members identified as women’ (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) which would be a bias result for the project. 
They also said that they used narrative methods. This is a good method to use as it allows you to ‘connect events in a meaningful way for a definite audience and thus offer insights about the world and/or people’s experiences of it.’ It says that the ‘stories give a qualitative substance to the form of experience because it is itself an incipient story’. (Memory, Identity, Community, 1997) This is a positive aspect of the article as it ‘explores a grounded theory approach’. This may make the research feel more personal to the person reading. It also shows that they have considered the ‘youth’s ideas and perspectives in shaping (their) thinking’. This allows for the young people to have a voice with their points of views, which makes the research more meaningful.
Including with this they used a lot of qualitative and quantitative methods which resulted in many forms of findings for the project, such as ‘52’ ‘focus groups and various forms of documentation’, ‘survey(s)’ that ‘over 1100 young people took’. They also ‘shared their findings through reports, videos, and a youth summit’ and also making a ‘report about their own work’. It is said in the report that there was ‘daily interaction’ and ‘engagement’ with the young people and ‘program activities, program vision’ were also included. ‘Youth meetings’ were also held with the young people. This is a strength when coming to research as it is focusing on the young people and how they are reacting and working with the adult roles. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) 
It is said in the article that there were young people that came ‘from across different racial, geographic and class backgrounds.’ This shows that there is again, diversity within the research that was done. However, there was a weakness with this as they discovered that the ‘youth coming from the city had differing perspectives about what things contribute to safety’ This, again, shows that there is bias information involving the project, which would be a weakness. However, it could be seen as a strength as it allows for the youth to be able to ‘consider new ideas’ as it allows them to be able to have ‘conversations about what types of questions to include in the regional survey’ when it came to the safety of where they lived. With this in mind, could this cause confrontation between the young people which would then cause the project to run slower than it should? (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.)
‘Sustaining and gluing’ means ‘providing structure, investing in relationship building (and) helping the youth reflect on their work’ which allows adults to be able to’ help youths see themselves as experts’. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) this could be a positive attribution as it allows the young people to know that they do have a voice, this is powerful, ‘since research often involves a great deal of cooperation and coordination among many different people in different disciplines and institutions, ethical standards promote the values that are essential to collaborative work, such as trust, accountability, mutual respect, and fairness.’ (What is Ethics in Research & Why is it Important? 2015) This means that there is positive impact with the young people as you are treating them with the respect that they deserve which leads to positive outcome. By doing this it allows there to be ‘a deep level of trust with the youth’. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.)
‘Learning how to recognize power and privilege is also an essential skill’ By ‘pushing’ the young people, it has helped them achieve ‘their thinking rather than as a critique or a judgement of their work’. This ‘nuance is really important because if the trust and relationship’ was not there then it could have been viewed as ‘negative’ and the youths would have seen it as an ‘insertion of power’. By putting this into the article it allows for other to gain knowledge about how to work with young people, and how to work ethically with them to be able to balance power between the adults and the young people. This allows ‘power and change’ and ‘rights of young people’. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) It is shown within the article that the relationship is strong between the adults and the young people which is important as ‘social relationships’ are important for ‘current and future psychological adjustment’. (Clinical Assessment of Child and Adolescent ,2005)
Within the conclusion of the essay it is said that ‘youth-adult collaborations are become increasingly important’ which I agree with as I feel that young people and adults work better together and that it gives the young people a ‘push’ that they need. Also as the conclusion mentions I feel that there is ‘little attention paid specifically to adults to work in partnership with youth’. (Children & Youth Services Review. Vol.81. p.284-292.) The skills must be there for there to be equality for the young and adults. I feel that it is good for the adults to be able to allow the young people to grow and to understand responsibility and allows them to gain skills which they would have not known before, I feel that we can give them the power to do it on their own and gives them a foundation that they can trust.
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