Introduction.
The topic of this report examines whether people are able to recognise faces in terms of ethnicity and racial groups. The study of the report was designed to see if people can identify and recall faces that belong to the same racial group as said individual.

Malpass & Kravitz (1969) and Chiroro & Valentine (1995) conducted previous studies in relation to facial recognition of people with the same ethnicity and other ethnicity ‘in-group’ and ‘out-group’. Their studies showed that there can be a difference in recognising people’s faces with the majority of people being more likely to recognise people within their ‘in-group’.

It is hypothesised that people would be able to recognise and recall faces that belong to their ‘in-group’ significantly better than people in their ‘out-group’ this is known as ‘own-race bias’. The reasoning behind this hypothesis is based on the finding and results of the previously mentioned studies and reports.

Method.
The participants used in this study were students that attend UWTSD and study psychology. All together twenty-nine participants took part in the study. The twenty-nine participants were made up of seven males and twenty-two females. The age range of the participants were between eighteen and sixty. The mean age of the participants was 27.31 and the standard deviation equalled 10.81.  it is worth noting that all the participants in this study were of white ethnicity.  

The specific design of the study was within groups as all the participants were white. A T-test which lets you determine whether there is a significant difference between the means of two groups was used to analyse the data gathered. The independent variables of the study were age and ethnicity and the dependant variables of the study were measuring whether the participants would have more recognition with people of their own ethnicity or ‘in-group’ rather than their ‘out-group’. 
In part one each participant was shown twelve images of black and white faces, each face was shown for two seconds. In part two each participant was shown six pages of images with each page containing six faces which were numbered one to thirty-six, the participants were then asked to write down the numbers that associated with the faces previously seen in part one. The participants were also told that some of the pages may contain no faces at all and that others may have one face or two faces and so on.

Results.
The results showed that the mean average for the white facial recall was 2.67 and the mean average for the black facial recall was 3.34. the standard deviation for the white facial recall was 1.97 where as the standard deviation for the black facial recall was 2.24.

  The t-test formula for this study was as follows, t= (28), 3.13, p<0.5. based on the t-test results it shows that there was a significant difference which means that in this case the hypothesis is rejected.

[image: ]
Discussion.
This study found that the participants that took part did not portray an own racial bias as the study was conducted by only white people, yet the participants seemed to recognise the ‘out-group’ or different ethnicity more than the ‘in-group’. Or same ethnicity. In the case of this study the hypothesis must be rejected as it contradicts the results of the study. 
In relation to the studies carried out by Malpass & Kravitz (1969) and Chiroro & Valentine (1995) it was found that the participants of their studies supported the hypothesis by finding out that their participants found it easier to recognise people of the same ethnicity as apposed to the study this report is based on where the participants found that they could recognise people of different ethnicity more easily.
There are several limitations regarding this study. The fact that all the participants were all the same ethnicity give the implication of inconclusive results. This can be rectified by carrying out the study again with a range of people of different racial groups. This study also had mostly female participants as apposed to male participants seventy-five percent of the participants were female and twenty-five percent were male. This could be improved by having a better ratio of male to female for example fifty percent male and fifty percent female. Even though the study had a wide range of ages from eighteen to sixty, the mean average age of the participants was only twenty-seven. This could be improved by having a more versatile age range or a better mix of ages of the participants carrying out the study. Potential alternative variables for this study could be more controlled. you could add another part to the study where the participants would fill out a questionnaire to gather more information on the participants for example, as well as having age, gender and ethnicity you could add, do you have any relatives of different ethnicity or live around people with different ethnicities as this can affect the final outcome of the study. You could also control the type of participants that take part in the study for example, you can conduct part 1 of the study a few days prior to the rest of the study, that way you can traffic the type of participants you want by seeing their gender, age, ethnicity and ethnical influence and call back a mixture of participants to change up the variables.
To research the problem further you could carry out the study again with a different group of participants or carry out the study with the same participants but use different pictures in sections one and two.  It could be that the next step forward for this study would be to have participants or volunteers to carry out the study in person rather than looking at a picture that has been printed on paper or a picture on a computer screen as it does not have the level of detail that seeing a person face to face does.
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Study Consent Form


I understand that taking part in this research study will involve me viewing a number of faces and attempting to recall the faces I have already seen.
I understand that this study consists of two parts. Part one will take approximately two minutes and will consists of me viewing a number of faces. For part two, I understand that I need to pay attention to the faces being presented and record which faces were shown in part one. 
I understand that participation in this study is entirely voluntary and I am free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason. I am aware that if I have concerns about the study I can discuss these concerns with the researcher at any time during or after the study.
I understand that the information provided by me will be used for the purpose of providing data for analysis, but that this data will be held confidentially and anonymously, with a code assigned in place of my name. These data will be stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act.
I also understand that at the end of the study I will be provided with a debrief form and the opportunity to discuss any issues with the researcher.

I, ___________________________________( NAME) consent to participate in the study conducted by Stacey Coleman, School of Psychology, University of Wales Trinity Saint David,  Swansea.

Participant Signature:________________________________________________

Date:___________________

Name and signature of researcher taking consent:
Stacey Coleman       [image: ]






Debrief information

Thank you for taking part in this study.
The main aim of this study was to explore whether people are better able to recall and identify faces that belong to the same ethnicity as them – their ‘in-group’. We specifically hypothesised that participants would be able to recall significantly more faces that belonged to their in-group than their out-group.
If you wish to withdraw your data from the study, you must tell the researcher now.  After this point, all of your data will remain confidential and we will not trace it back to you.
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Mean and Standard Deviation

Mean	White recall	Black recall	2.67	3.34	SD	White recall	Black recall	1.97	2.2400000000000002	
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