Assignment 4: Essay – New Testament
The presentation of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark has been profoundly influenced by the author’s reflections on the Jewish Scriptures. Discuss.
The Gospel of Mark is presented in a concise and succinct manner as opposed to other canonical gospels. Mark is also one of the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) and of all the synoptics, it is only the book of Mark that provides the briefest and shortest account of Christology. The Gospel according to St Mark is predicated on the service and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Mark briefly pontificates on the early life of Jesus Christ and His forerunner (John the Baptist) and quickly moves on to Jesus’ ministry, His services and sacrifice to mankind. The book of Mark opens up with a great sense of focus about the mission and purpose of the gospel of Mark which is to simply reveal the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1). It is worthy of note that Mark is of Jewish background and he is addressed as John whose surname is Mark within Jewish circles (Acts 12:12,25). Mark does the work of the gospel alongside Peter, Paul and Barnabas. Therefore, it is most likely that he is guided by their teachings, writings and revelations of Jesus in his Christology. 
Mark introduces Jesus to the audience through the use of theological Allusion (Mark1: 2-3). He makes reference to Prophet Isaiah at the start of his writings to validate, acknowledge and reveal the fulfilment of the prophecy about Jesus Christ (Mal 3: 1; Isa 40:3). This messenger appears to be John the Baptist whose ministry is to come before Jesus to prepare the way and preach to people about the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ. His message about Christ is also echoed in the other synoptic gospels (Matthew 3: 1-3), (Luke 3: 3-5). Mark uses another allusion in Mark 12:1-12 to get them to make connections between Old Testament and New Testament and to show that New Testament is the fulfilment of the Old Testament while the Old Testament is a foreshadow of the New Testament. These verses are alluded to Psalm 118:22-23. The stone in this verse is a typology of Jesus Christ, a metaphor used to describe Jesus and a foreshadow of what will be seen in the New Testament. Jesus Christ is rejected even by His own people (Mark 6:4); (John 1: 11-12) but the one that is rejected is now the most important person to reckon with.
Mark portrays Jesus as an influential, powerful, miracle worker who has great positive impact on diverse people that come His way. Jesus is revealed at first as a destiny changer who changes the focus of Simon and Andrew from being fishermen unto “fisher of men” and as it is later seen in the book of (Matthew 16: 17-19, Acts 2:38-41) Peter becomes the leader of the apostles and does greater exploits as an apostle rather than a mere fisherman. His first sermon after the baptism of the Holy Spirit draws around three thousand souls unto the Lord    (Acts 2:41). 
The Markan presentation of Jesus goes on to reveal the divinity of Jesus in human flesh with power and authority, as a great teacher, as the one who has dominion over demons, His uncommon wisdom and His supernatural abilities to perform unusual miracles. 
Mark unveils Jesus as a great Teacher. It is recorded that people comment that His teaching comes with authority and cannot be compared with the scribes. (Mark 1:21-22); (Matthew 23:10). This is possibly connected to the meaning or translation of the name “Christ” which means the Anointed. Jesus is referred to by many as “Rabbi” which is a Hebrew name for “teacher or master” (Mark 9:5, 11:21, 14:45). The teaching of Jesus Christ is one of the recurrent themes in the gospel according St Mark. Mark presents Jesus as a builder of men and one who is hugely interested in the expansion of His father’s Kingdom through the teaching of repentance, salvation, deliverance, service, sacrifice and commitment to worshipping God always (Acts 20:32). It is obvious that Jesus is always teaching people before performing miracles (Mark 4:1), (Luke 5:17). 
Jesus Christ demonstrates His power and dominion over the force of darkness by simply commanding the unclean spirit to come out (1:23-28). It is also referenced in Acts 19:15 that evil spirits recognise, respect and submit to Jesus as a result of the enormous power and status given to Him by God to subdue demons and power of darkness (Philippians 2: 9-11).
Mark presents Jesus as the wisdom of God due to Jesus’ ability to use parables to communicate His messages to the crowd. Jesus could have been stoned to death or arrested if he had talked to the whole crowd in a direct way (Mark 4: 10-12). Luke, another synoptic gospel writer emphasises in Luke 2:52 that Jesus increases in wisdom, the evidence of that uncommon wisdom is seen in all the acts of Jesus in all the gospels. Kovalishyn (2021) comments that wisdom teaches and trains, disciplines and corrects the righteous as they walk in obedience before God, a personification depicting God’s work in the world. Kovalishyn (2021), further claims that Jesus appears to take on some of the aspects of personified Wisdom. The clear reference to “wisdom” appears in Mark 6:2 which gives echoes of wisdom reverberating from the Old Testament to the New Testament. Jesus is seen as a man of wisdom while teaching in the Synagogue by the audience to the extent that they are astonished by His wisdom which is embedded in his teachings. Mark subtly reveals two folds of wisdom in his Christology. One, the wisdom to solve problems, that is, the ability to make right judgment as seen in the case of Solomon (1 Kings 3:16-28). Two, wisdom to prevent problems, that is, making right decisions to avert an imminent crisis. Jesus Christ is known to have operated in the two aspects of wisdom but in the book of Mark He uses wisdom to stop any possible chaos which may have altered His divine destiny and purpose, that is, a saviour (1 John 4: 14) by speaking in parables. Mark reveals divine wisdom in Jesus again in Mark 12: 13-17. Pharisees are sent to Jesus to ask Him tricky question that could get Jesus into litigation or an offence against the State regarding payment of taxes. But the wisdom in Jesus speaks and helps Him to overcome the trap they have set for him. “Give unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give unto God what belongs to God” is a perfect response from Jesus that defeats His adversaries.
Mark portrays Jesus as a prophet. Mark writes a brief account of Jesus where He predicts what will happen to Peter (Mark 14:30).
Mark shows Jesus as the most fulfilled and accomplished person after Jesus surrenders Himself to the Jews as a sacrificial lamb to take the sin of the world away (John 1:29). Mark makes us see the perseverance, endurance and commitment of Jesus to His divine assignment and despite the hardship, pain and humiliation, He stays to the very end (Rom 5:8).
Mark unfolds numerous mind-blowing miracles of Jesus chapter by chapter to educate the readers about the divine and supernatural powers He possesses. Jesus exercises His power over windstorm by simply using three words “Peace be still” and calmness returns, to the amazement of His disciples and even wondered what kind of person He is that the wind could even obey Him (Mark 4:37- 39). Mark reveals Jesus as a healing God in the case of a woman with a flow of blood for twelve years. She touches the garment of Jesus with faith that she will be healed and she receives her healing instantly (Mark 5:30-34). Jesus is presented as God of provision and a multiplier by feeding five thousand people with five loaves and two fish after He has blessed the bread and fish with a remainder of twelve baskets after everyone has eaten (Mark 6:37-43). This miracle is repeated in (Mark 8:1-9) These miracles of Jesus are connecting to the scripture Luke 1: 37 “with God all things are possible.”
In conclusion, Mark presents a very interesting account of Jesus even though it is brief and a concise facts and information compared to the other synoptic gospels and the book of John. It is indeed a book that is easy to engage with which also includes the echoes of wisdom from the old testament, scriptural allusions from the old testament and quotations from the Isaiah, Daniel, Psalms, etc. 
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