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Aims

· To explore factors in the emergence of rich and poor nations on the world stage
· To examine different models and theories of development in the post-war world

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:

· a broad understanding of the main patterns in industrialisation and world trade since the Age of Discovery, through the eras of mercantilism and colonialism and up to the present
· a knowledge of the architecture of world trade and finance since the Bretton Woods agreements of 1944
· an understanding of different models and theories of world order and economic development in the post-colonial era
· an awareness of UN Sustainable Development Goals and current  debates around their achievability in the era of globalisation

Indicative Content

The module will introduce the students to the main broad features of worldwide economic development in the modern era, focussing on changes since 1945 and the problems facing countries which have emerged from direct colonial rule in that period. It will also explore the changed realities of the world order since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the emergence of a unipolar world order and the advance of globalisation in the past 25 years. The terms of trade between industrialised and less developed countries will be examined as background to a study of the challenges posed by globalisation to the achievement of successive sets of UN development goals.

Learning and Teaching Strategy

Lectures will introduce students to the main patterns, concepts, principles and policies underlying the operation of the world economy.
Tutorials and seminars will feature case studies in the development of specific countries and will examine the work of specific agencies, including the World Bank, IMF, WTO, UNDP etc. 
Guided independent study will allow students to further their independent learning with appropriate support, individually and in small groups, and will include preparation for lectures and seminars, background reading, revision and completion of assessment tasks. Fact-finding research for presentations by students will contribute to the learning process.

Assessment Component 1 - 50%
1000-1500  word essay
Assessment Component 2 - 50%
1000-1500 word essay


