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	Title of Dissertation:
How successful is a post-mortem extension of the just world theory?


	Aims and Objectives:
· To look into the just-world hypothesis and the problems that this brings to religious views of the world and how religion attempts to ‘solve’ this with its teachings on the afterlife. Including how the problem of evil reiterates this.
· Compare the concepts of heaven/hell in Christianity/Buddhism in order to assess the role that these states play in reward and punishment. Cross-comparing to see which understanding provides a fuller solution to the problems that the just-world hypothesis raises. 

· Compare the concepts of purgatory/bardo in Christianity/Buddhism and assess what impact the intercession of the living has on moral responsibility and how this again relates to the just-world hypothesis.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
This essay will begin by exploring the ‘just-world hypothesis’ as introduced by Lerner. It will explore Lerner’s assertion that our world is not a place of ‘imminent justice’ and the implications this brings to a religious understanding of the world. It will also briefly introduce the ‘problem of evil’, using Mackie’s definition, to help reiterate Lerner’s argument that the world is not ‘just’. This essay will then turn to a religious understanding of this problem, using studies, such as that proposed by Hunt, to illustrate the correlation between belief in a just-world and religiosity. This will be focused upon Christian and Buddhist perspectives, examining the ways in which both religious systems extend the concept of justice into post-mortem existence. 

Both religion’s depiction of an ‘afterlife’ will be explored, looking at the doctrinal basis and development throughout history of the main aspects of the afterlife, including heaven/hell (realms) and interim states. These concepts will be explained in the context of Buddhist/Christian cosmology, as Sumegi argues, that to understand death we must first understand life. 

Once the development of these concepts has been explored this essay will then turn to comparative study. First the Christian concept of heaven/hell will be compared with the Buddhist heaven/hell realms of rebirth. This will include a discussion of the temporary nature of both interpretations of these states, introducing the problem of hell and the ability to alter our fate after bodily death. Next the essay will turn to a comparison of purgatory and the bardo, focusing upon the intercession of the living and whether this diminishes moral responsibility and by extension, the impact this has on reward/punishment. This discussion will introduce key philosophical questions such as the extent to which we can remain a continuous person after death/across multiple rebirths. It will build upon the discussion and questions raised by Burley & Nichol’s work, however it will place these discussions in a comparative framework, rather than analysing then in their religious context alone. All discussion will return to the question of moral responsibility and justice. 

The purpose of this essay is not to attempt to assess which religious system is ‘correct’, or to try to prove the metaphysical reality of the religious system. But rather it will attempt to discuss which system provides a better solution to the problem of evil and the just-world theory. Conclusions will be draw arguing that Buddhism appears to provide a better framework to alter one’s ‘destiny’ after death, whereas Christianity can be seen as sealing one’s fate upon death. The presence of a personal God has further implications which alter the application of justice, issues that Buddhism does not encounter. 
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