





Why public confidence in the government influences crime





University of Trinity St David




Name: Ronan McCoach
Student number: 1901575
Degree title: MA Criminal Justice and Policing








1

Abstract 





























Table of contents






























Chapter 1: Introduction



1.1 Introduction

The main goal of this dissertation is to see how the publics perception of government influences crime in terms of the average citizen as well as the impacts on radical extremist groups across the UK. 
This chapter will cover.

· An overview of the British government and how popularity can impact stability and crime.
· An overview of the dissertation research focus.
· An overview of the research aim objectives and rational 
· An overview of the research methods used for completion. 


1.2 Background


The government’s main role within the United Kingdom is to create policy and legislation provides both safety for the public in terms of law enforcement, basic goods such as trade and comfort for those living on the mainland and overseas territories which is funded primarily through taxation (Hughes 1998). Every nation utilises a different form of Government e.g., Republics, Parliamentary democracies, and single party systems however, the UK’s main system is a Parliamentary democracy with a Monarch as the head of state making the UK is a constitutional Monarchy (Tritimas 2021). The powers of the Monarch are largely shared towards parliament with the King largely acting as a ceremonial head with the powers to appoint Lords, Prime Ministers approve/revoke laws and dissolve parliament (Torrance 2023).

 These systems of course being very important in all societies however, the issue is when controversial laws are proposed and passed as new legislation may leave certain social groups at a disadvantage leading to potential instability and lack of popularity which can lead to disruptions in the form of protests, riots and in some cases terrorism (Hope 2017). Examples of this can be seen with Brexit which on its own was very controversial due to 51% of people being in favour whilst the remain 49% would be opposed to leaving the European Union (Wells 2016). Another example can be seen with the Covid-19 of which would leave many livings life on their own being unable to have normal social lives and being unable to visit hospitalised friends/relatives mostly due to Covid legislation barring people from “unnecessary” social contact with others leading to people becoming discontent due to the loss of freedoms and social stimulation (Miyah 2022). The discontent created from these two events would lead to an increase in crime for different reasons but two relations they both have are discontent and money, this is due to Brexit and Covid largely impacting businesses as they would lead to significant financial loss on both smaller and larger companies with Covid primarily impacting the amount of customers they could receive due to the customer limit within building and Brexit impacting how businesses could conduct trade overseas (Rabaiotti 2023). Such financial loss can lead to businesses closing or letting off staff as a means to maintain financial stability which leaves employees without any real form of income which can lead to these people either becoming desperate and relying on crime to support themselves or, protesting for more job security of which may lead to riots due to lack of change (Antipova 2021). Lastly, the reason Islamic terrorism is prevalent in today’s society is due to British, American and other western governments actions within the middle east from the 1970s up to 2023 which has involved gun trading, military presence and bombings of which can be seen back 1979 when America provided weapons to the Mujahedeen which would later become Al Qaeda as a response to American and British exploitation and would be known for many terrorist attacks (Vasiliev 2023). The reason this all-concerns government, is due to these decisions having a direct correlation with the aforementioned consequences of which have led to protests, riots and removals of current many political figures (Licht 2021). 

1.3 Research focus

Within the past six years there has been a noticeable decrease in public confidence within the United Kingdom towards Parliament and towards the Monarchy, this has led to further activity and growth within social political organisations that desire radical changes to be made to government institutions the key question towards this increase is why they are becoming more frequent and how they are increasing crime (Gray 2019). First of all, public confidence is not solely determined by the His Majesty’s government but can also be impacted by the stability of other  nations e.g., the United States this can be seen with the killing of George Floyd in America of which utilises different laws and policing standards but regardless it still surged riots across many developed free nations that would be responsible for city wide damage, murder of police officers and theft from businesses and local households (MacDonald 2022). Events of nations that hold large sways of influence in the media will have an impact within the UK as such events can be used to justify violent crime by the use of demanding change, this can be seen with both the 2011  and BLM riots as there were people who protested the actions of the government and others used the protest as a means to commit violent crime by means of stealing from local businesses and causing mass property damage (Akram 2014). 



1.4 Aims and objectives.

1. To explore the current governments policy, stability and trustworthiness since being elected.

2. To identify how government decisions impact crime both positively and negatively.


3. Investigate how foreign affairs can influence crime within the UK.

4. Evaluate if the policies that have been created were effective at ensuring safety and crime prevention. 
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