


Background – Reason for the topic. 
Within the year 2020, we have experienced a global pandemic, something that none of us have ever experienced before within our life time or have been able to prepare ourselves for. It has been said, that the Coronavirus Pandemic, is the most drastic situation that has impacted Britain and been experienced since the Second World War. However, there is one difference between Coronavirus and the Second World War, we are unable to see our enemy during the Coronavirus which is difficult to comprehend. Many pandemics have significantly succeeded to impact human society, by sadly killing a large percentage  of the human population
With the Coronavirus causing the whole world to self-isolate from society, family and friends, the only thing that has allowed us to stay connected is the power of technology. It has been decided to research into this topic, as we are currently living within a historical period and possibly changing the way that society will continue. This pandemic has effected everyone on a global level. Naturally there are a number of positive and negative factors to consider when thinking of digital technology, however during this period, it has been something that has achieved to keep families, friends and the globe connected when we’ve never been more apart
I have chosen to research into this topic, as I enjoyed a mixture of modules during my second year of BA Business and Management, and they surrounded the idea’s of the evolution of technology and managing digital identities. I aim to research how digital technology and social media has evolved over time and how they have benefited today’s society during the coronavirus pandemic. A reason why I have chosen this topic is due to the fact that everyone has had some sort of experience using digital technology during this period and I also have a strong interest in people and how different things can impact us all differently. This topic is relevant to today’s society, and is something that we are all living with and unfortunately we are unsure for how long. I also aim to research into how the digital learning experience has changed drastically for students during this period and again this stems from the impacts of the digital technology and how it has been experienced throughout the coronavirus pandemic. 
Key questions for the dissertation
· How has digital technology and social media evolved overtime and how their evolution has benefited society during a pandemic such as the Coronavirus? 
· How has the digital online learning experience been for students? 
· Has the new experiences of digital technology influenced society in a particular way? 
· Has digital technology benefited our way of living during the pandemic? 
By asking the above questions, I aim to gain a clear understanding of how digital technology and social media has evolved over a duration of time, also gaining a clear understanding of how they have impacted society during the coronavirus pandemic. I would also like to gain an understanding of how students have experienced the online learning, due to the impact of national and local lockdowns, restricting the in-class learning experience and having to face online lectures instead. Again, this interlinks into the evolution of digital technology and social media, as without these elements, it would not be possible.  I feel like this is something that is relevant to everyone in today’s society including myself. 


Methodology and Data Collection
For the purpose of the dissertation I am aiming to conduct a Quantitative research method to collect data, this would be done through conducting a questionnaire, and posting this on a variety of social media platforms and email to other individuals. By people completing the questionnaire, they are automatically providing their consent within the survey. I aim to receive 150-200 responses back from this survey, in order to gain a more in depth understanding of people’s opinions in regards to the evolution of digital technology and its uses within the coronavirus pandemic. I was considering a qualitative approach, however with our current circumstances with the pandemic, it could be proven to be quite difficult, however it could be achieved via zoom meetings. This is something that I would have to give more thought into and consider to advantages and disadvantages of both research methods and consideration into our circumstances as rules and regulations are constantly changing at the moment. The qualitative form of primary data could be quite difficult to collect, however given that, secondary research could also be slightly difficult as there may not be many publications on coronavirus and digital technology, however this topic is really relevant in today’s society and is something that everyone has had an experience of and is still experiencing. We are unsure of when and how this everchanging circumstance will end, or if it ever will. 
Results that I aim to achieve 
From conducting this dissertation, the results I would like to achieve are to gain the understanding of:
· If digital technology has benefited people throughout the coronavirus pandemic
· How exactly its been used – business wise, educationally, socially etc
· How digital technology and social media has evolved and how its benefited society in a COVID-19 period. 
By gaining  clear understanding of how digital technology and social media has evolved over time, I aim to gain a clear understanding of how exactly it has benefited the society during the pandemic and the various ways It has been used. 

Evaluation 
Every research conducted has some strengths and weaknesses, and below I have drawn a brief table to demonstrate what I believe could be strengths and weaknesses in the dissertation I plan to conduct. 
	STRENGTHS 
	WEAKNESSES

	· Relevant to today’s society 
· Everyone has had some sort of experience using digital technology and social media during this period 
· COVID-19 has impacted everyone globally 
· Demonstrate the evolution of digital technology and social media – variety of theorists
· Evolution is something that is relevant to everything and digital technology and social media continues to evolve. 
	· May not be enough secondary research directly on the topic of digital technology and COVID-19
· May not be enough theorists ? 
· Again, the current situation of the pandemic is on going and we are unaware of when this will end, which could be a weakness as again there may not be enough secondary research yet. 
· Collection of primary data may be slightly challenging – however, it needs to be done. 



