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	Title of Dissertation: Naturalising Moral Properties: Meditating on Supervenience


	Aims and Objectives:
Aim: To examine the philosophical arguments regarding moral properties as supervened natural properties, and in so doing, draw out my position. This endeavour will be guided by the three following objectives:
1. To explicate the ontological and metaphysical dialogues about supervenience as a naturalising phenomenon for moral properties. 

2. To consider the universal moral implications for naturalising moral properties via supervenience. 
3. To provide a systematised overview of the philosophical reasonableness of naturalising moral properties via supervenience. 


	Abstract

While humanity continues to explore its moral being, key questions remain not only about what is good and bad but what ought to determine right and wrong behaviour (Tabb, Lebowitz & Appelbaum, 2019). While, from a common-sense perspective, such questions are often answered based on personal proclivities, and cultural norms, there are deeper philosophical questions at play, particularly in relation to the ontological status of morals and how we might epistemologically engage with them (Olson, 2017). Simply speaking, for example, what are moral properties? How do we know them? And just as importantly, should they guide our actions? (Allott, 1991). Importantly, if we position morals as having an objective ontological status, it seems reasonable that we can use the secular-materialist tools of the natural sciences to perceptually interrogate and better understand the moral aspects of being (Bradley, 1972). In other words, through this lens, we might imagine that natural properties exist within the physicalist framework of the cosmos. Although naturalising morality is certainly psychologically appealing, as we would have the methodological ‘certainties’ of science to draw on, it does raise several thorny philosophical questions. For example, as already mentioned, what is the ontological status of these moral properties? And how can we know them? Furthermore, and highlighting a salient theme in relation to this proposed dissertation: how do objective moral properties supervene on the natural world? If at all. Helping us understand supervenience, Leuridan (2007, p. 147) stated: ‘It is generally thought of as being a relation between (sets) of properties. A set of properties A supervenes on a set of properties B if and only if any two objects that are B-indiscernible. Critically, therefore, if objective moral properties supervene on natural phenomena, we should expect naturally identical phenomena to elicit identical moral properties (Kim, 1984). Consequently, and critically, the cosmos would thus function as a moral guide, albeit in a secular-materialist sense. Yet, as Kulp (2019) suggested, there is little to suggest that we can explore supervened morality, if such a thing exists, by the natural sciences. 

Finally, with supervenience being a much-debated philosophical issue, it is not especially clear that moral properties do supervene on the natural world (Copp, 2001). Commenting on this, Mackie (1977) even went so far to argue that supervenience suggests a queerness about objective morality, as it appears to function in a quite unusual way, at least in relation to what we know about the cosmos so far. With much still to understand about such aspects (Boghossian & Velleman, 1989), this dissertation intends to dig deep into this philosophical issue, exploring what it means for moral properties to be natural, and furthermore, to explicate what we know about supervenience as a phenomenon and process. 
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