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On a recent group day out to St Fagan’s castle, I was not sure what to expect. There were families enjoying time together, playing in the park, or having lunch. The coffee shop for refreshments, and hot food being served was a welcome addition. 
Having someone else to walk around with and discuss the surroundings, the items on display and life in general made the experience all the better.  At the entrance there were guides offering maps for a small fee to help you find your way around the Estate.  There a little gift shop where you can purchase gifts, which I found a little expensive.
It was an interesting time for me, as I had not heard of St Fagans before. Seeing the museum for the first time was revealing information and history I knew nothing of.
I was surprised to find that it is much bigger than I imagined it to be. From Celtic times up to the 20th century, everything has been kept preserved and looked after. Looking at material things, such as the clothing that was worn by various people, for example a typical Welsh outfit, clothing from much earlier times. I have included a few photographs in this to show how in previous generations would have lived and worked. The life and times of the upper and lower classes. 
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These Gardens are mostly from Victorian and Edwardian times and have been maintained to the present day in line within the National History guidelines. These gardens have the feeling of peace and tranquillity, where you can reflect on the history of this beautiful place and your own life and well-being. While sitting down on a bench there was of feel an inner peace surrounding you. The birds singing, rustle of the trees in the breeze, the water feature in the main surroundings of this beautiful garden was breathtaking. Walking up to the House was quite a long one but when I got there, I had to admire the amount of work that would have taken to build it. 
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The Pen-rhiw Chapel, this was the chapel for the Unitarians who were active in helping changes within the rights of women and for public health issues amongst other topics. They only believed in one God the Creator of the Universe. The Unitarians acquired the barn as it was then in 1777 the year of the three pickaxes because of the shaping of the number 7. This was and still is a very bare and simple place, it also felt cold in atmosphere, the feeling of severity, some of the pews has a swing door, each family had an obligation to keep it clean and tidy. 
It is thought that the Unitarians believed in teaching in English rather than the Welsh language, which through the years has become in some educational facilities quite the normal thing to do, having Welsh as a second language.




[bookmark: _Int_JEsspsS0][image: ]This I found interesting as the servants pictured here did not hold permanent household status, these were most likely to be the staff who travelled with the main family members. This group were regarded to be of the very lowest of class. This was because they only held the positions for a short time, and usually only when required. Today we call this a temporary contract, which is more acceptable and more widely used. Servants were reduced in size over time more so when the War started, and men went to fight.

How the clothing has changed through the years and generations, the servants' uniforms that were so rigid. The general fashions that have changed from the tight restrictions of the gowns to more loose-fitting outfits of the 20th century. 
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This I thought this looked interesting; it is colourful, and unfamiliar cultures. She is a Hindu Goddess; Durga is Mother Goddess; Goddess of Power, Strength, and Protection. There was something that drew you to her, it was what she represents. The detail in her, the pull towards her. 
The whole experience of the museum is one that it is worth going back for more. There was so much more to see, and do, such as the play park for younger children, the adventure centre, seeing the cottages through the times. To my surprise were tiny, hardly any space, then more modern technology was introduced such as the Television, Fireplaces were replaced electric fires, and later was the beta max video recorder.
The little shops showing you how much items costs, what was on offer such as Tea, Cereals and Biscuits. Sweets in jars to be bought by the quarter or by the pound. Hardware shops were also selling goods required by tradesmen.
On the return journey home, was time to think about what I had seen, how hard it must have been in those early years. The Housemaids who had to clean every part of this large house, the Cooks, housekeepers, ladies-maids, and butlers who would have had to attend the family, which also included footmen, stablemen to look after the horses and carriages.
The lifestyles were quite different from today, the intricate artwork in the woodwork on the bed frames, in the main house to the simple and almost bare cottages. The large family pictures that hang on the walls, looking extravagant, but also in keeping with the era. The people who would have maintained the Gardens, each skilled at their craft, in all kinds of weather, rain, wind, sunshine. 
This experience has given me an appreciation of life that was lived and the present. It was an enjoyable day for the visit, as in the sun was out, a little breeze and it was dry. I would like to return to this Museum in the future as I quite enjoyed the day, especially with seeing other visitors enjoying their time and all that was on offer to everyone.
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