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S What motivates collectors of -
batﬂ@fleld relic matenal‘?
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THE DARK MOTIVATION

The Explo1tat1on of War T1me Her1tage,lIhe Impact of

Illicit Treasure Hunting and ~ Metal Detect1on
Excavations , i . o
lllicft treasure hunting and;w”metal" detecting

'S '-excavat1ons are' explo1t1ng \\war time heritage,
| ‘ creat1ng a market that attracts military collectors
A and ant1quar1ans Unfortunately, thils Gihds i led o to“
'T; Litwle s Tegard & for the formal processes ik of

\ _archaeology and damage Lo sites and art1facts As a
result, these 1tems have ' become h1ghly valued and
J can fetch s1gn1f1cant monetary ga1n :

Metal Detect1ng and Dark Tours1m
Metal detector hobby1sts with an 1nterest
m1l1tary sites may not be aware of the scholarly and

scientific approach to archaeology Rather, they are.,;'
drawn to the thrill of discovering 1tems‘in the ground
and the sense of adventure that comeslwith/it;.rather
than for financial gain. Similarly; the":COncept' of
"Dark Tourism*: has . transformed prev1ous areas of

conflict into dest1nat1ons of interest for those who
intentionally visit. locat1ons that represent death and
suffer1ng Treasure hunt1ng tour1sm for battlef1eld
 relics adds an exper1ent1al d1mens1on to . explor1ng

w1th1n a liminal space that

1s d1st1nct from the
everyday world. |

| \ THE- WHITE MOTIVATION

Contemporary archaeol1g1ca1 collect1ng

h1stor1cal art1facts is a field that has undergone
] s1gn1f1cant_ changes over t1me Archaeolog1cal@*k
i perspectives have played & yital rale: . in
] categorizingfand understanding these-s1tes through
the lenses of site and landscape The trad1t1onalb,’7’
approach 'of\ narrat1ng h1stor1cal battlefleldi
conflicts and d1$play1ng collect1ons has evolved‘
'to. encompass not A JUSt ';the- event ‘butl also
g;archaeolog1es of r1tual ,place and people By
comb1n1ng ‘i d1fferent,- approaches : to, confl1ct
researchers: today ‘can derive: '1ns1ghts on how
people,  space; and env1ronment interacted in the
past and present -as noted by Carman (1999) These
battlef1elds ‘are not merely sites where. act1v1t1es
took place but ‘are also spaces of performance»“
that hold a mult1tude of memor1es Sl
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