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Curriculum for Wales 2022 feedback analysis (Welsh Government, 2019) The draft curriculum for wales 2022 was published in 2019 which will allow for broadening of learning, provide educational leaders and practitioners with greater agency, supporting settings and schools in being more flexible in their approaches, enabling them to be more creative and innovative. To ensure changes to the curriculum and to allow views to be heard of the new curriculum between May and July 2019, young people, parents’ teachers and school leaders were invited to contribute their opinions. In 2015 the Welsh Government held a debate on views and perspectives of the educational community. This debate caused the Government to then set out and develop the curriculum in more detail, working with teachers, Estyn, schools, regional consortia, this allowed framework and guidance to be developed for the new curriculum. The curriculum for Wales 2022 has been designed for all learners 3-16. 3–5-year-olds attending funded, non-funded and maintained schools’ settings, and 5–16-year-olds who attend school in wales. The curriculum has been designed who ensure all children reach the four purposes in aim to support its learners to become 

· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society
A curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for life (Welsh Government, 2015) These purposes are underpinned by integral skills which will be developed within a wide range of learning and teaching. The framework that has been developed reflects wales, its languages and values, its cultural heritage and diversity and histories and traditions of its communities and all of its people. The new curriculum has been developed to make accessible to all it will allow all learners to be supported and to progress with in the four purposes which is essential for learners to play an active part in their community and to thrive in a complex world. The curriculum has been designed to support everyone including children with additional learning needs. All learners will progress within the same learning areas, however the pace they might learn at may differ depending on the child, this allows repetition and reflection as each learner thinking knowledge and skills develop over time. This area of the curriculum has been developed with ALN practitioners and professionals. This will allow the correct support to support the progression of children with ALN. The new curriculum will give all children a better start in life not influenced by socio-economic backgrounds. There will be a lot of work taking place to understand group progress for schools to ensure their curriculum helps raise achievement for all. When assessing this should identify each child’s strengths, achievements, areas for improvement and any barriers. The practitioner should then discuss with the learner elain the next steps in order to move forward quickly.  This puts assessment into practice in a way by involving the child.

Play is freely chosen by children; it leads to no reword or goal and is fundamental and integral part of a healthy development. (Ginsburg, 2007) Play is when children follow their own ideas, in their own way for their own reasons, through play children explore the world and learn to take responsibility of their own choices. (Lester and Russell, 2010). Play Is very important to a child’s development, play allows children to use their creativity and develop their imagination. Play is important for a healthy brain development, to a child play is about creating a world where for a period of time the child in in control of their choices. Play/Active Learning. (Welsh Government, 2008) Play is an intentional part of the current and new curriculum ask to play it is strong value in children learning, play will allow children to gain an understanding of the world around them from a young age full play to be successful in the early year’s foundation phase it's essential that planning is taking place when practitioners learn about the new curriculum. now that there is more freedom in the new curriculum practitioners can make play sessions more fun and simulating while still being well planned to allow to bring out children's interests unable them to be more creative unexplored different materials and surroundings.

Why change and update the curriculum? Developing a vision for curriculum design (Welsh Government, 2020) Wales wants to ensure that what is learnt and experienced in school better prepares learners for life ahead, this is the reason for changes. In order to build those changes and create a solid foundation, the four purposes have been made as the starting point. Children will still be taught the same subjects its only that they will be under broad headings- Expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. New Welsh curriculum- what makes is it so different? (Welsh Government, 2019) The biggest change for the new system is that is starting with purposes, the four purposes are fundamental to the new curriculum, they are the reference points for how children will be taught and assessed. 
Wales is moving from a coverage bases curriculum to a purpose driven curriculum which is an important change to understand what matters in the curriculum in terms of purposes being for filled for the young people of wales. Allowing the curriculum to not become overloaded in terms of the content provided, filtering out unnecessary areas that have found their way into the curriculum over the years. The new curriculum will focus on progression concentrating on the entering point of school at three and moving from primary school to year seven smoothly. 
The new curriculum provides a much richer form of a learning experience for young children and a more satisfying classroom experience all round slowing lessons to be more creative and imaginative instead of trying to cover as much as possible in a small space of time. The new curriculum is changing the assessment happens, over the last twenty years assessment has been driven by making judgments whether s child has made it to a certain level or if a school has been made out to be good or bad. 
The new curriculum will use assessment for what it does best which is to help children progress, helping the teacher and young person progress in the learning journey as assessment is the main part of assuring young people learn and that is at the heard for the new curriculum.  The curriculum will concentrate on empowering young people by focusing on their learning journey instead of standards they much reach in order to show they’ve done a good job. The curriculum opens up spaces for teachers to be creative to develop their own understandings of their own work with their own classes and to allow the curriculum to focus on local circumstances 

Concerns for teachers over the new curriculum- Education is changing in Wales (Welsh Government, 2019)
Teachers believe that flexibility has been and could become an issue in this curriculum that’s why when designing the new curriculum this has been taken into consideration, designing the new curriculum to give teachers flexibility over how and what they teach with the aim of helping children learn. This allows the practitioners to make lessons more relevant to the places children and young people live in, educating on local news and events during their learning.
The problem that may become presented with the new curriculum is whether for purposes and six areas of learning and experience constitute the coherent and unified curriculum intended. the curriculum states that both strands of the curriculum will carry equal weight and that the areas of learning experience contribute to the full purposes. 
A potential problem in the new curriculum is that teachers have the authority to make school level decisions with a common framework this autonomy puts weight of responsibility on schools and teachers to decide how to implement the new Welsh curriculum if the teacher or the new curriculum is unclear about the relationship between the full purposes on areas of learning and experience then teachers will be left with the task of revolving difficulties themselves all may not understand how to provide the new curriculum in the best way the problem that has been raised is that weather practitioners may puzzle over what to teach in order to bring out the for purposes they also may become confused on how much planning and resources from the previous curriculum that they can continue to use and what part they may not use what areas of Layton experience they may have to focus on. confusion between the current curriculum on the new curriculum may arise for practitioners who may be stuck in their old ways. The new Welsh curriculum reveals tension between the full purposes and the area of learning and experience there are claims made about the contribution of the areas of learning and experience to the experiences to the full purposes these do not fully justify the place of a broad and balanced subject base curriculum. There are other ways there the full purposes can be proposed which do not require as much reference 2-digit traditional school subjects.

This is the first time ever that schools in Wales will have a national curriculum set in Welsh Law.  The curriculum has taken many years work involving experts, teachers and community organisations from wales, the OECD and from places including New Zealand. 5 things you may not know about Wales’s new curriculum (Welsh Government 2021) The curriculum was made in wales but using the best shaped` ideas from around the world. The purpose of a new curriculum is to reduce the attainment gap between different groups of learners and to ensure an education system that is a national pride and has public confidence. The current curriculum in wales no longer reflect the reality learners should prepare for in the 21st century. The curriculum has become overcrowded, atomistic and cumbersome are widespread even after efforts to enhance it haven’t worked. (Donaldson, G. 2019) Wales new curriculum is similar and based off numerous education systems including New Zealand, Scotland, British Columbia, Japan and Mexico all are similar to how ours has been developed.
Alcock, S. and Ritchie, J. (2018) New Zealand current curriculum has been inspired by Reggio Emilia and other forest school concepts allowing the curriculum to be exiting, inspiring and very useful. Forest school allow children in New Zealand to get a head start in the education system allowing them to be become ready for school and giving parents relief leaving their child for the first time with unknown people. New Zealand are doing well with this concept of education that other countries around the UK are using their concept in current developments, allowing children to become excited about going to school, being able to explore the world in a different way whilst learning and playing freely which will set them up for life and prepare them for what is to come in further education.

As it stands, the new curriculum has been formed around the four purposes and is composed by areas of learning and experience which cover a selection of balanced subjects. The curriculum must be broad and balanced to achieve the four purposes. The results could be better if teachers where informed with a way or guidance on how to meet the four purposes instead of allowing practitioners to become confused with what they can and can’t teach with the new curriculum. practitioners need to be able to unite therefore purposes on A6 areas of learning into a single coherent curriculum, this may be possible with the correct understanding and training within the new curriculum in order for the new curriculum to achieve it purposes. Gatley,J. (2020). In the new curriculum it seems that Wales has worked and looked at New Zealand New Zealand current curriculum and paid attention to the Reggio Amelia concept as early on education is important to each child Children will be insured to become more familiar the world by exploring it from a young age do in the next few years it is likely we will see a similar concept is in New Zealand bye teachers UN schools becoming more familiar with the outdoors in the UK allowing a different way of learning and given children a better understanding all the world. The new curriculum it focused on the process of learning and educating and not how quickly children will progress throughout the year allowing children more time and new ways of progress in a developing. Practitioners will have more freedom to teach during this new curriculum allowing the more time to plan more door play based activities and give more time for free play and spontaneous play with no interruptions instead of structured thought-out play which can become boring and less beneficial to children as this note does not allow them to explore their own interests and ideas through free play.
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Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (Foundation Years, 2012) Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be capable, confident, resilient and self-assured. Do in practise practitioners should understand and observe each child development, assess progress, learning, plan for next steps. Practitioners should support babies and children to develop their own identity and culture. Practitioners will have to respect and value all children and families equally. Each child and baby develop in individual ways at varying rates. Every area development including cognitive, linguistic, physical, social, spiritual and emotional. Every child is unique with their own characteristics and temperament. Practitioners will never come across two of the same children the way each child develops in q unique including their learning style, individual interests, communication style and unique development. Child Development (Early years matters, 2005)

Early Childhood Assessment (Resources for Early Learning, 2014) Assessment is the process of reviewing and analysing what we know about children’s learning and development. There are two types of assessment the first being formative assessment these are assessments that are ongoing uncompleted on a daily basis the second assessment method is summative assessment and these are assessments carried out at set times of the year. Assessment plays an important role in ensuring each child is supported and challenged accordingly. This will allow the practitioner to see the child’s strengths. Their areas that need development and the ways they learn. Supporting Learner Progression Assessment Guidance (Government Wales, 2020) Assessment will not be used to make a one-off judgement. Assessment has three main roles to support individual’s progression, which is Understanding group progress in order to reflect on practice, supporting children on a day-to-day basis, identifying, reflecting and capturing on individual learner progress. When assessing practitioners should be specific about what assessment is being used and a correct understanding of what is gained from assessment and why it’s used. Methods of assessment in the early years can be informal methods such as observation, using educator and teaching ratings and collecting data and children’s work for portfolios. Or formal methods such as testing and questionnaires. Both methods are effective and can help to see a child’s progression. 
Mini guide to observation, assessment and planning (National Day Nurseries Association, 2019) Observation is a well-used assessment method used in the early years in wales. Observation and assessment allow teachers to record and report student demonstrations of learning Observation assessment allows teachers to view the learning process Observation is the process of practitioners watching children in their class, listening to them and noting what they see or hear. Observation is a keyway of assessing children during a play base activity as this allows practitioners to stay out of the way and not interfere with the child when playing. Assessment methods. (J, Leighton. 2020) Practitioners watch and listen to the children from a distance to ensure not to interfere with them. Observation is a basic level of assessment the paper of observation is too to see whether they are obvious errors omissions or inconsistencies in the operation or configuration. Reggio Emilia, has seen how important early ears stages are in a child’s life as practitioners need to be able to identify what they can do on to support them he noted the children are resourceful the curious, imaginative, inventive and reactive thinkers and have a desire to interact and communicate with others their reflective learners they problem solved so the parents in radio media didn't want all three schools they wanted schools where children could acquire the skills of critical thinking and collaboration that would be essential to rebuilding a democratic society. This is why observation come play an important part in discovering how children behave and interact with the curriculum and others by practitioners watching and observing children during the early stages of their development allowing practitioners to become to understand and get to know young people better during the early stages of school or nursery. The Zone of Proximal Development and Scaffolding (Simply Psychology, 2019) Burner’s theories believe that when children start to learn new concepts, they will need help from practitioners to support them to allow them to become more independent and acquire new skills and knowledge assessment is a good way for practitioners to teach new concepts and see how children may need support. This will allow children to gain confidence in areas where they are taught assessment will allow practitioners to recognise when a child is at the point where they are being able to learn independently this will allow them to make a decision to set them free from the scaffolding method.

Curriculum and Assessment. (Welsh Government, 2020) Testing is a common use of assessment used in schools across the country. From a test a teacher can gather information about where their student is throughout the year and how well they are doing and also can help practitioners see how effective their teaching methods are. Testing can be as much of an assessment to teacher as well as the student. Testing has a need for students to look over and revise the learning material given which can have a positive effect to help extend their knowledge. After a test practitioner can speak with student to see why they might have performed well in the test or help with any areas they struggled with. 
There have been many arguments against testing due to students becoming nervous on the day of the test and underperforming, students may not take in information, but they might memorise it causing them to do well in the test and forgetting everything as soon as the test is over, students may become so fixed and worried about tests that they will lose focus on other important aspects of learning for example improving their language skills. Testing may not provide a true reflection of the Childs understanding of the work. And children may not fully understand what they're talking about in the test but may have remembered the correct answers without the understanding, this proves no correct understanding the children may have, this is why testing is not always a positive form of assessment in all circumstances. 
Children will based beep in different categories before taking part in a test this could be higher tier, intermediate tier or lower tier this is chosen by the teacher due to how well they think the child would do depends on what section they will go in these tiers are chosen based off of work completed by the child during the school year, this may give some children a disadvantage due to them getting good grades all year but not be doing very well with tests or not doing well in class but exceptionally good in tests this gives some children and disadvantage of how well they may do causing the classroom to become an unfair environment. Tierney, R. D. (2013)

Testing and assessment (British Council, no date) Both forms of assessment are commonly used day to day in all schools in wales in the foundation phase and will be continued to be use with the new curriculum. All students and practitioners are aware of both forms especially testing. Observation is a keyway of assessing young people especially younger children in nursery classes. When observation children are not aware that you are watching or assessing them, ensuring that they don’t get nervous or stop what they are doing thinking they are being watched. Observation is more commonly used for younger children as they are not yet capable and should not feel the pressure of having to do tests at such an early age. Observation is used less as children grow for example during yeah 9 and 10 observations will not be used a lot of odd practitioners will rely on tests and other forms of assessment, as children grow older will become aware of observation and are prone to acting different when a way of practitioners opposite observation them this causes a false assessment, and This is why tests Are used more to give everyone a fair chance. Primary and Early Years assessment. (National education union, 2019) 
Both forms of assessment have both positive and negative ways of assessing children, observation is the better form to use when dealing with younger children, as they are too young for tests as they can cause unnecessary stress and young children may not understand test. This is why observation will be a better assessment method for them as they will just go about their normal daily routine and practitioners will be able to assess them whilst they are playing or working. for older children tests is an easier option for practitioners to say what the children have learned and what they may need help with during comprehensive school children will become familiar with test, giving them clear instructions of what they lead to learn and what they need to do during the test. Principles into practice. (The early years foundation stage, 2019).

Professional learning grant 2019-2020 (Gew Gogledd Cymru, 2019) During 2020 the professional learning grant has been awarded to the 6 local authorities in the region. The funding is to be delegated in its entirety to schools.  The method used to calculate the funding used at schools, this is calculated by the FTE teacher numbers at the latest verified census point. The expectation of the funding is to help schools meet the demands of the new curriculum; the funding creates time in schools for practitioners to make changes the practice they need to make in advance of the realisation of the new curriculum. With funding what is expected from practitioners is that it's to be given the opportunity to engage with professional learning utilising the funding it is not to be used exclusively for the use of teachers and leaders and should be for example to also enable access to professional learning and teaching assistants, this is to ensure all schools and practitioners all present in the curriculum all in the same way.
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Why outdoor play in Wales is never a priority for schools and practitioners?

The benefits of outdoor play for children (New Parent Support, no date) Outdoor play in wales only ever seems to be a lost priority for practitioners, putting all other subjects before and only allowing outdoor play when all other tasks are completed. Playing outside for children is exiting and fun, the outdoors gives children a place to explore giving them freedom and space to play what they want allowing them to run, shout as loud as they want, skip and jump. Outdoor play is a great sensory experience for children allowing them to touch and give them visuals as they explore the outdoors. They will get the chance to touch natural objects like trees, leaves and puddles. Why are the children not outdoors? Factors supporting and hindering outdoor play in Greek public day-care centres, 2019) Play outdoors gives children a sense of being independent by looking about by themselves. Playing outdoors allows children to develop motor skills by using their whole body when running around, they can also develop fine motor skills when picking up natural resources like leaves. This will allow children to become aware of nature and aware of the surrounding environment. Being outdoors encourages a healthy lifestyle for children, physical activities help children to sleep, and live a healthier lifestyle, this will help children to form healthy habits. Outdoor play is a good way to get children to make new friends as there is more space and freedom for them to get chatting and play with.

With all these benefits why is outdoor play so rare to see in schools in wales? Fear of children’s safety plays a big part in this area with factors such as traffic, space, time and an increase in screen time entertainment. Weather in wales has always caused a problem for outdoor play, rain causing safety problems when outdoors for example a child slipping and becoming wet and dirty, this will cause problems with parents not feeling as if their child is safe in school if practitioners are risking their safety. There will be many schools thriving with outdoor play this may be due to more experienced and well-trained staff or better funding offering a better outdoor area.  (Wainwright at al. 2016) The curriculum will have a play-based curriculum in the current foundation phase, with education sectors now I realised how important physical education plays in a Childs development.

Is health and safety measures in wales/ the UK too tight, when countries like New Zealand and Denmark provide children with forest school from a young age. The way forest school are run in Denmark may seem extreme to the parents and school system of wales but it’s not unusual, children are provided with a great head start to life and learn what it is to be cold and wet and survive that. In an average playground children would not get the opportunity to develop as many physical skills. Denmark believe children should have the chance to be free and not be wrapped up in cotton wool and kept indoors because of the weather. Children will become aware of their surroundings and learn from their mistakes along the way without pressure from practitioners and parents telling the children what they can and can’t do. Parents in Denmark fear of over used screen time in schools across the UK, that’s why outdoor play has become such a big success across the country, taking an I pad for example out of a child’s daily routine and giving them space and friends to play with allows a better development for children. Schools from Denmark Are now also incorporating the outdoor world during their lessons, encouraging more outdoor play amongst lessons, as they have seen how successful of a future forest schools can bring for a child. Allowing them a better understanding of the world and environment around. How can a child learn about the world if they’ve never experienced it?

Play/ Active Learning (Welsh Government, 2008) The new Welsh curriculum has looked at different countries successful curriculum and incorporated many parts into the new curriculum here in wales. Wales may not be going down the route of forest schools quite yet, but curriculum will become more play based during the new curriculum allowing children more freedom. There will be less strain on teachers to ensure children are constantly working and being taught, but in the new curriculum there will be more time for children to play and become more independent, allowing them to explore by themselves and have their own understanding of the world. Lack of outdoor play in year one limits children (Nursery World, 2013). 

During the old curriculum play and free play opportunities where slim, practitioners would concentrate on more work based and educational tasks in order to follow the foundation phase and the current curriculum not prioritising and skipping play time if needed in order to concentrate on lessons instead of allowing the children to explore, play and make new friends. There has always been big health and safety issues and concern with children playing outside for example if it’s raining or cold children would have to stay in instead of having free time to play and get some fresh air, this can cause children to become wound up and fed up causing them to not want to pay attention in class and can lose concentration easy from doing the same activity all day causing young children to become tired. 

During the new curriculum as, free play becomes more important and a lot of lessons for younger children become play based, this will hopefully ensure children will always get their free time to play allowing better concentration in class and causing children to get used to a work mind set and enjoy school more, and the new curriculum will become a lesson for practitioners to free away from safety concerns and become less strict. Lessons and free time will become more personalised to the group of children based on where they are from for example if the current class is interested in nature the teacher will have the opportunity to create play spaces and create lessons around that theme, not all schools will always have lessons based on the same topic/ theme. The new curriculum will support massively making big changes in this department benefiting both children and practitioners ensuring children will have a better start from a young age benefitting from play-based learning allowing them a better start to life as they will experience a better understanding of the world and the surrounding environment.
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