According to Mandal (2019) female offenders have many biological and physiological factors that can impact their experience of imprisonment; pregnancies, hormonal changes and women being primary care givers are prime factors which can cause difficulty to women who are imprisoned. The treatment of both male and female offenders within England and Wales can be questioned not only whether it is treatment which will prevent reoffending or simply just provide a confined punishment which will lead to reoffending once the provided sentence has been served, but whether both male and female offenders should be provided with the same treatment, UK Parliament (2022). According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England and Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, 79,092 of these individuals were serving in Her Majesty’s Royal prison. When discussing offenders in terms of male and female it is unsurprising to note that out of the 79,092 inmates, at the large statistic of 75 thousand is made up of males and a very low comparison of 3.2 thousand was female, therefore providing a shocking statistic that 97% of all inmates in England and Wales are male, Smith (2022).
It is important to be able to have the understanding whether male and female offenders should be treated the same. Of course, it is ideal that citizens who offend serve their provided sentences accordingly, but should the needs of the different genders have a part to play within this topic, Mandal (2019). There are many contributing factors which, to the naked eye, portray a difference in treatment between how the offenders are treated. For example, in terms of sentencing there is the constant query of whether female offenders have been sentenced according to double deviance instead of just their offence, as well as ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan’ which is currently being enforced to reduce women’s offending from 2022 to 2025, Hinds (2023).
Historical treatment of offenders can be deemed as considerably more harsh than the new strategies to treat offenders, rehabilitation and plans such as ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan’ were formally execution or transportation to the colonies which was introduced by an Act of Parliament in 1718, UK Parliament (2019). However, UK Parliament (2019), provides that in the later 18th century the publics interest regarding treatment and conditions of offenders within prison grew. John Howard was a prime candidate who provided an interest within the conditions of the treatment and conditions of offenders in prison. Howard conducted an intense study on Britian’s prisons with the intention to improve conditions.
As presented by GOV (2021), the high traffic topics of offenders such as preventing reoffending, providing offenders with rehabilitation etc is at constant relevance therefore providing reason in order to explore the difference in treatment of male and female offenders and attempt to uncover criminologists theories on what treatment works best for what gender, therefore determining whether a change in offender treatment should be in place.
Understanding whether males and females should be treated equal or with different strategies, is not only vital in order to prevent reoffending or strictly provide equality to offenders, but it is also vital to society. A lack of understanding on which gender requires what treatment can be detrimental as not only can reoffending become high risk and more likely but some offenders may believe that their punishment is worth offending for as well as the unacceptable cost new instances of criminal offenders has on society, GOV (2021).
Although female criminologists have increased in recent times, Menis (2020) states that criminology has been noted to have had a lack of concern within the subject of women criminals, simply due to the topic being labelled as male-dominated and a genderless construct. Not only has there been a lack of criminologist interest on women offenders there is also a lack of detailed documents concerning and recording the experiences of women in prison therefore providing the suggestion that criminal justice system is solely interested with males who offend.
In order to establish a complete and accurate analysis of the difference of treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, exploring the prevalence of male and female offending would and comparing and contrasting the difference in treatment of male and female offenders would aid the complete analysis significantly. It is vital to discuss the prevalence of male and female offenders within England and Wales to gain a statistical understanding of male and female offenders in terms of figures and percentages. According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England in Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, the total of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system in 2021 was 1.31 million, Ministry of Justice (2022).  Out of the 1.31 million people who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were given a sentence within HMRP, Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), therefore highlighting that a large number of 1.23 million were not sentenced for the offence committed. In terms of evaluating the difference in treatment between male and female offenders it is not uncommon to suspect a difference in treatment, this could be down to the understanding that males and females have different needs or can even be down to societal and gender norms. The theory of double deviance is the punishment that of women who offend are punished for not only committing a crime but also for braking societies norms of the ways in which a woman should behave, Ornella (2020a). Which provokes the questioning of why men aren’t charged with double deviance as well as women.
This topic of research will commence from October 2023 through to May 2024, within this time period the researched gathered will specifically from the years 2017-2019 (in order to get an accurate analysis without factors such as Covid 19 providing an effect.
The main aim within this dissertation is to evaluate the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. The objectives which will fulfil this aim is explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales and Compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders.
In order to conduct a thorough study of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, the study beginning in March 2023 will be digitally created surveys through Microsoft forms, aiming at getting atleast 100 responses through social media links.
Main issues within this topic of research are that of factors such as double deviance and victimization having a lack of being applied in favour of the opposite sex. According to Belknap (2010) double deviance is theory which prosecutes women for not only committing a crime but for disobeying women’s typical gender norms and victimization is the discrimination of victims raising concerns about being a victim of violent crime or even property crime, Davies (2011). Double deviance is only practiced on women however victimization tends to have higher rates of women than men as stated by Flores et al (2023). These factors are key issues which present the difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system, and leads to question whether the reason these factors only apply for females is the same reason why the opposite genders should or shouldn’t be treated the same by the criminal justice system. A major gap within this topic of research is the range of female criminologists compared to male criminologists, the lack of concern and lack of recorded data surrounding female offenders is a large impact on this topic of research which could potentially limit the research supporting female offenders, Naffine (2016). 
A comparative analysis of the treatment of male and female offender within the criminal justice system in England and Wales will provide deep understanding of what treatment strategies preform best with each gender, providing what theories are out dated and an overall understanding of the current treatment of male and female offenders, therefore, depending on the findings of this research topic, a foundation which any necessary change can be built upon.
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