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| NT. HOSPI TAL ENTRANCE - DAY 1

A flood of NURSES, DOCTORS and Cl VI LI ANS weave t hr oughout
one another in the |obby of a busy, nodern hospital - al
headi ng sonmewhere. In this cromd we find FRANK JACKSON -
30's, suited up - as he files through towards an el evator
that’s about to cl ose.

FRANK
Hold it!

An ASSI STANT i nside grabs the closing doors, as Frank
steps in.

FRANK( CONT’ D)
Dr Kershaw s unit?

ASS| STANT
Seventh fl oor.

Frank hits the "7 button, stands at ease.

FRANK
Thanks.

The el evator doors slide closed.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ( SEVENTH FLOOR) - DAY 2
A subtle DING and the el evator doors open. Frank steps
out and strides the halls of the seventh floor, searching

for sonething. He carelessly rounds a corner, al nost
crashing into NURSE MACKENZI E, a snall plunp | ady.

MACKENZI E
Goodness ne!
FRANK
Ever so sorry. Wasn't | ooki ng.
MACKENZI E
(collecting herself)
Yeah, | know.
FRANK

| mactually | ooking for Dr
Kershaw s unit.

MACKENZI E
| see, you M Jackson?

FRANK
| am But call nme Frank

They shake hands.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

She turns

MACKENZI E
Nur se Mackenzie. Whnderi ng when
you' d get here.

and starts a wal k, Frank foll ows.

MACKENZI E ( CONT’ D)
"1l show you round.

After turning a corner, Nurse Mackenzie heads toward at a
doubl e- door entrance. A sign above reads: "SURG CAL WARD -
KERSHAW UNI T*. They enter into..

I NT. KERSHAW UNI T - DAY 3

A bright,

clean and airy ward. They start a slow wal k

t hrough the centre corridor as Nurse Mackenzi e expl ai ns:

MACKENZI E
Staff roomto the |eft. Locker
roomnext to it. Reception is the
right turn just there.
Adm ssi ons, exam nati ons,
operations, all scheduled on the
staff board here and docunented
t hrough reception. Chief runs a
tight ship, so there’'s no

sl acki ng.
FRANK

O course. Wen can | neet hin®
MACKENZI E

Any m nute now.
FRANK

(noddi ng)

kay.
MACKENZI E

He’s a great surgeon you know.
FRANK

So I’ve heard. He's certainly

qual i fied.
MACKENZI E

Never seens to rest either.
Despite everything that happened,
he’s just sol diered on.

Frank goes to question, but holds his thought. Nurse

Mackenzi e

spots a NURSE exiting a room and notions Frank

t owar ds her.
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MACKENZI E ( CONT’ D)
(to nurse)
Liz.

The Nurse is LI Z HARTFORD - a young, attractive wonan.

LI Z
Yes?

MACKENZI E
(to Liz)
This is Frank Jackson, the new
house surgeon.
(to Frank)
And this is Nurse Hartford.

They shake hands, hol di ng each ot hers gaze.

LI Z
Pl easure to neet you
FRANK
Li kew se
A beat of silence.
MACKENZI E
Well, was just on the way to see
t he Chi ef.
LI Z
| won’t hold you up.
(to Frank)

See you round.

Frank nods, wal ks away wi th Nurse Mackenzi e.

FRANK
She seens ni ce.
(A beat)
I's she...
MACKENZI E
W dowed.
FRANK
Ch, okay.
MACKENZI E

Just a heads up.

Frank appears enpatheti c.

MACKENZI E ( CONT’ D)
Here we are.

The pair lean into...



I NT. KERSHAW S OFFI CE - DAY 4

A tidy office, with ROGER KERSHAW ( Chi ef, 50’s) sat at his
desk, filing paperworKk.

MACKENZI E ( CONT’ D)
Dr Kershaw, a visitor.

Roger | eans back and sees Frank in the frane of the door.
A smle grows across his face.

ROGER
Let’s hope he’'s nore pernmanent
t han t hat.

He stands from his desk, revealing his tall stature, and
greets Frank.

FRANK
Nice to neet you Dr Kershaw.

ROGER
Call me Chief. And |ikew se.

They elicit a firm handshake.

ROGER ( CONT’ D)
Quite the grip you got, always a

good sign.
FRANK
Let’ s hope so.
ROCGER

(to Mackenzi e)
G ve us a nonent woul d you.

Nur se Mackenzi e nods, closes the door on her way out.

ROGER
How you feeling?

FRANK
Like I"'mthe new kid at school .
O herw se, good.

ROCGER
Good. 1’1l give you a week to get
famliar. But fromthen on, it’s
full steam ahead.
Hundr ed- per-cent effort.

FRANK
O course.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROGER
Stick close, stay focused, and
you' |l do fine.
FRANK
( Noddi ng)

Okay. Hundred- per-cent.
They shake again, confirm ng.
CUT TO
| NT. LOCKER ROOM - DAY 5

Frank enters wearing normal clothes. He picks a | ocker and
starts to undo his shirt.

CUT TO
| NT. OPERATI NG THEATRE - DAY 6
Frank now wears green scrubs, flanked by a team of
Doctors. He brandi shes a bl oody scal pel, discards it into
a netal tray.

CUT TGO
| NT. OFFI CE - DAY 7
A stack of paperwork sits before Frank. He scribbles in a

few boxes, lays the paper in a fresh pile, then draws a
sheet fromthe big pile.

CUT TGO
| NT. OPERATI NG THEATRE - DAY 8
Frank reads through sonme docunents - his mask still on. A
NURSE nops a pool of blood near his feet.

CUT TO
| NT. CONSULTANCY ROOM - DAY 9

Roger clips a printed x-ray into a lit view ng panel. The
bones Iight up. Frank steps forward to take a cl oser | ook.

CUT TGO
| NT. LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT 10

Frank - visibly shattered - retrieves his normal clothes
froma | ocker.

CUT TGO
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13

14

I NT. KERSHAW UNI T - DAY 11

Frank strolls down a corridor, passing CHARLIE - the
ward’ s orderly. He carries a thick parcelled itemin his
hands.

FRANK
(nods)
Charl i e.
CUT TO
| NT. OPERATI NG THEATRE - DAY 12

An assault of BEEPI NG rings throughout the room A PATI ENT
in cardiac-arrest. Frank is pushed to the [imts.

CUT TGO
| NT. LOCKER ROOM - NI GHT 13

Frank lies with his back against his | ocker - exhaust ed.
He cl oses his eyes.

WOVAN (O S.)
...not even sure we have a
patient with that name on
record. ..

Frank tilts his head to get a better listen, then stands
up.

| NT. KERSHAW UNI T - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS) 14

Frank | eans out the | ocker room door and sees Liz, holding
a |l andline phone to her ear.

LIz
(down phone)
...well if we find anything
relevant i’ll get back to you

Ckay, goodbye.
She hangs up, turns to see Frank.

FRANK
Busy day?

Li z exhal es.

LI Z
The busi est.

A beat .

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
You wanna grab a drink?

Liz smles.

| NT. HOSP

Frank and
of NURSES

TAL CANTEEN - N GHT 15

Liz sit opposite each other. Apart froma couple
they’re the only two there. Liz holds a coffee

in one hand, Frank drinks froma carton of mlKk.

FRANK
Well, despite the strict regine,
it beats ny previous place hands

down.

LIz
Real | y?

FRANK
Real |y.

LI Z

Wl l, you hold onto that thought.
Shoul d keep you goi ng.

FRANK
It’s all that’s kept me going.
(backt racki ng)
| didn’t nmean that. This place is
good. Got good people. Just like
to get to know them better.

LI Z
Well, when you find the time, you
shoul d.

FRANK

Promise | wll.

Li z and Frank both sm | e.

LIz
How s the big guy treatin’ you?
FRANK
Vll, hasn’t been easy. But in
this [ine of work, | wouldn’'t

want it any other way.

LI Z
That' s our Chi ef.

Frank ponders for a beat, then..
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FRANK
Mackenzi e nmenti oned sonet hi ng
"bout himon ny first day here.
Pr obabl y not hi ng.

LI Z
Oh, what did she say?

FRANK
That Chief’s sol di ered on,
despite everything. Any idea what
she neant ?

Li z gl ances round, takes a swig of coffee, |leans in.

LI Z

She probably nmeans the incident.

(a beat)
About two years back, Chief’s son
gets in an accident. Mot orbike
collision. He’'s working here at
the tine when his son shows up in
A&E, cl osest hospital. But
course, nedical ethics state a
surgeon can’t work on cl ose
famly and all that. But there’'s
no tinme, and Chief wouldn’t
listen anyway.

Frank | eans in, engaged.

LI Z (CONT' D)
So he gets to work. Hi's son’s arm
is shattered - it needs
anput ati ng. Nothing he hasn’t
done before. But the pressure
get’s to him He slips up. Son
| oses too much bl ood. Dies on the
t abl e.

Liz swal |l ows, enotions getting to her.

A beat .

FRANK
Sorry to hear that.

LIz
It’s fine. Just an awful day, you
know.

FRANK

Can’t i magine.

LI Z
| better go.

Liz stands fromthe table, Frank stands too.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 9.

LI Z (CONT' D)
Thanks for the coffee, |I'll see
you round.

Liz smles, turns and | eaves.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ELEVATOR - DAY 16

Frank stands al one, waiting for the el evator doors. They
begin to close..

CHARLIE (O S.)
Hold it!

Frank grabs one of the doors, as Charlie enters the
el evator, carrying a thick parcelled item- simlar to
bef or e.

CHARLI E
Thanks.

The doors cl ose.

FRANK
(re: parcel)
Present for the w fe?

Charlie | ooks down. Chuckl es.

CHARLI E
Now t hat woul d be sonet hi ng.
(of f Frank’s 1 ook)
It’s an arm

FRANK
Ch.

CHARLI E
Yeah. Vehicle collision. Doc said
it had to go.

Frank ponders this, as they stand in silence.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY 17

A PATIENT lies upright in a bed, wearing a hospital gown.
Frank wal ks in, staring down at his clipboard, flips over
a page.

FRANK
(1 ooking at clipboard)
Edward G ey?

EDWARD
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
How we doi ng?

EDWARD
Apart fromthe crippling stomach
pai n? Dandy.

FRANK
Under st andabl e. | estimate that
we'll roll you in sonetine..

Frank | ooks up, sees the patients arm or |ack of.

place is a stylish netallic fake.

FRANK
Your arm

EDWARD
(1 ooki ng down)
Yeah?

FRANK
Pretty neat.

EDWARD
Thanks. Donated to ne from a
Uni versity.

Fr ank nods.

FRANK
What happened?

EDWARD
Caught ny hand in a machi ne at
wor k. Doctor said it needed the
chop.

FRANK
Sorry to hear that.

EDWARD
It’s cool. Gettin use to it.
(a beat)
| don’t renenber you.

Frank | ooks up - puzzl ed.

FRANK
Renenber me?

EDWARD
Yeah, when | was | ast here.
Ganted | was in shock, but |
just...

10.

Init’s

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 11.

FRANK

You said your hand was caught?
EDWARD

Yeah.
FRANK

(points with pen)
But at least a third of your arm
was renoved?

EDWARD
Hey, | ain’t no doc.

Frank | ooks back down at the clipboard.

FRANK
"1l be right back.

He turns and exits into...
| NT. KERSHAW UNI T - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS) 18

Frank starts a fast wal k down the corridor. Liz wal ks out
a room ahead and spots Frank. She slows down to talk.

LI Z
Frank. How s your. .

FRANK
(rushed)
H Liz.

He wal ks strai ght past, |eaving her confused.

LI Z
. day.

I NT. RECORDS ROOM - DAY 19

Nur se Mackenzie stands in the corner of a small room

shel ves of files stacked agai nst every wall. She shuffles
t hrough a few papers. Frank wal ks through the door and
stops - surprised.

FRANK
Nur se Mackenzi e.

MACKENZI E
Hey Frank.

Frank searches for words. A beat.
FRANK

Just bunped into Liz, she's
| ooki ng for you.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12.

MACKENZI E
She is?
FRANK
Yeah, sonething about one of your
patients.
MACKENZI E
Oh, okay.
FRANK

Said it’s kinda urgent.

Nur se Mackenzie nods, folds the file in her hand and exits
the room Frank closes the door behind her. He spins
round, finds a section marked 'G and fingers through
stack of files. He pulls out the paper records of ’Edward
Gey’, |ooks through

FRANK
(to hinself)
Severe | aceration of |eft hand.
Commi nuted fracture. Arm
anput ated. Operation perfornmed by
Dr Ker shaw.

He pulls out an x-ray sheet, holds it to the ceiling
l'i ght
FRANK( CONT’ D)

(to hinself)
Unbel i evabl e.

Frank slides the sheets back into the folder. Tucks it
under his arm Continues searching through the records.

I NT. KERSHAW S OFFI CE - DAY 20

Roger | eans back in his office chair, flaying an apple
with a small knife. He takes a bite. Soneone KNOCKS.

ROGER
Yup.

The door opens, and Frank steps in - a stack of folders
under his arm He | ooks anxi ous.

FRANK
Chi ef .

ROGER
Frank, cone in.

Frank cl oses the door behind him Roger sets the knife
down on his desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROGER ( CONT’ D)
See you got big stack of
homewor k.

FRANK
Not exactly. Can | sit?

Roger nods, notions to the chair opposite him

ROGER
How can | hel p?

FRANK
W need to tal k.

ROGER
(a beat)
So tal k.

Frank lifts the stack of folders onto his desk. He picks
one off the top. Parts it open.

FRANK
This belongs to Edward Grey. He's
sitting in 4B right now Got a
case of stomach ul cers.

ROCGER
" m awar e.

FRANK
You aware that he' s been here
bef or e?

ROGER
O course.

FRANK
Then you' re aware he had his arm
anput at ed?

ROCGER
| perforned it.

FRANK
Why ?

ROGER
H's condition required it.

Frank pauses, can't believe what he’s about to say.

FRANK
You’ re wrong, Chief.

Roger | eans back, plays al ong.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROGER
That so?

FRANK
Grey’ s anputation was
unnecessary. He woul d have been
fine, and you know it.

Frank grabs another folder off the stack.

FRANK( CONT’ D)
Casey Long woul d have been fine
t 00.

He throws the fol der down, picks another.

FRANK( CONT’ D)
And M chael Parks.

Throws it down, picks another.

FRANK( CONT’ D)
And Jessica Henl ey.

ROGER
That’ s enough.

Throws it, picks another.

FRANK
Andr ew St acks.

ROCGER
(i ntimdating)
That’s enough!

Frank puts the fol der back. Calns hinself.

FRANK
(re: folders)
You need to nmake ne under st and
what this is before | wal k out
t hat door.

Roger sighs. Picks up his apple. Takes a bite.

ROCGER

You heard about ny son?

(of f Frank’s nod)
Then you're half way there. My
m stake cost himhis life, and
it’s one I won’t nake again.

(a beat)
You really think a pound of flesh
wei ghs nore than a soul? | don’'t
expect you to understand Frank,
but | expect you to let ne
continue ny practices in peace.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
| can’t Chief. You know !l can’'t.
No matter the notive.

Frank stands fromhis chair.

FRANK
| respect you enough to not cause
a scene, so cut ne the sane deal
Wait here.

Frank turns and wal ks toward the door. He reaches for the
handl e... Roger’s left armwaps from Frank’ s neck,
squeezes the air fromhim H s right hand brandi shes a
syringe, the needl e punctures Frank’ s neck.

Aliquid is punped in.

Frank struggl es.

FADE TO

BLACK

A subtle DING The ROLL of el evator doors opening.

FADE | N:

| NT. HOSPI TAL ELEVATOR - NI GHT 21

Frank peels open his eyes. He wears a hospital gown, |ying
down on a gurney. H's armheld up by a sling. Nurse
Mackenzi e | eans over him

MACKENZI E
There he is.

Liz | eans over. Worry in her eyes.

LI Z
Thank god. Can you hear ne Frank?

Frank is barely lucid. Myves his nmouth to speak. Can't.

LI Z (CONT D)
Chi ef said you had a nasty fal
in his office. Shattered your arm
conpl etely.

MACKENZI E
But don’'t worry Dr Jackson, we're
on our way to theatre now. You’l
be right-as-rain soon.

Li z nods. Frank starts to realise his situation. The
el evator doors DING and part open. Nurse Mackenzie and Liz
wheel Frank into..
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22 | NT. KERSHAW UNI T - NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS) 22

Frank tries to sit up as he’'s wheel ed down a corridor, but
is too weak. They turn a corner, and push through a set of
doubl e-doors into..

23 | NT. THEATRE - NI GHT( CONTI NUQUS) 23

A theatre being prepped. A SURGEON | ooks over sone
docunents in the distance. Frank is wheel ed towards him
passing Charlie on the way.

CHARLI E
Hey buddy. I'Il see you in a few
hour s.

Charlie gives a linp wave. Frank is horrifi ed.

LI Z
(to Mackenzi e)
"1l take it fromhere. Gab ne a
cof fee?

MACKENZI E
You got it. Good |uck Frank.

Mackenzie | eaves, as Liz slows the gurney down to a snails
pace, leans in Frank' s ear.

LIz
(whi speri ng)
You' || have to forgive ny

father-in-law. He hasn’'t been the
same since his son died on the
table. Neither have I. My husband
was a good nman. Didn’'t deserve
such a cruel fate. But neither
does Chi ef.

The surgeon, his back to Frank, stretches a mask over his
head. Pulls on a pair of latex gloves. He turns. It’s
Roger.

ROGER
Thanks Lizzie. I’mready for him
Now.

Li z steps round to Roger, who puts his arm around her.
LI Z
(to Roger)
He coul d of been an excell ent
surgeon, don’t you think?

ROCGER
Absol utely. Shane, really.

Frank licks his dry lips, tries to talk.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROGER
(to Liz)
Wul d you do the honours?

Li z nods, grabs a green sheet and lays it over Frank.
Roger wheel s across a cani ster of anaesthesia, stretches a
mask connected by tube to Frank’s face.

FRANK
(stuttering)
F...
Roger pulls the mask back. Liz | ooks over.

LI Z
VWhat is it?

ROGER
Think he’s trying to talk.

Roger | eans in.
FRANK
(weak)
Fuck you.
Roger stifles a |augh.

ROCGER
CGotta love a fighter.

He stretches the mask back to Frank’s face, as he breathes
in the gas. Liz leans over, smling.

FADE TO
BLACK
THE END.



