Essay two:
Response policing – In a recent survey by HMICFRS, 65% of respondents agreed “that police in their local area treat people fairly and with respect” (Justice Inspectorates, 2019). Evaluate the impact of public perception on response policing. 

This essay will evaluate the impact of public perception on response policing and how these can impact officer’s role both positively and negatively. The public perception of the police is a constant and is a concern for all police forces across the UK. Public perception can be altered by personal experiences and media coverage of the police and the essay will address what effect this has on policing.

For police officers to be able to carry out their role as investigators compliance of the public is essential. In the UK policing is largely based off consent from the public. This means
the authority police rely on to do their jobs relies on the cooperation of the public as opposed to the power given to officers by the government (Oxford, 1984). Officers rely on the public to report crime as well as allowing police to investigate the matter properly by collecting evidence such as statements, CCTV, photographs, and forensics, without consent from the public it would not be possible to investigate crimes. The policing by consent model is believed to originate from the first commissioners of The Metropolitan Police, principles have been set out which outline what this means. These include prevent crime and disorder, secure and maintain respect and approval of the public (Shannon, 2022). To seek and preserve public favour, this does not mean police based off public opinion but demonstrate impartial service to law, these are referred to as Peelian Principles. In conclusion without the public consent, police would not be able to carry out their roles and investigate crime without the public cooperation (Rosenbaum et al., 2005). 

It is important that the public view the treatment they receive from the police as being fair and respectful as it is crucial in encouraging cooperation, legitimacy and trust within communities. Fair and respectful treatment of the public can have a positive impact on the levels of trust between the police organisations and the public. When the public are treated in a positive way by police officers, they are more likely to trust and cooperate with them. Hohl et al. (2012) states that if the public have a lack of trust and confidence in the police it can undermine the perceived legitimacy and intentions of officers. In order to increase compliance of the law and also the possible reduction of the number of crimes committed police forces need to ensure that the public are treated appropriately by the police. Jackson, et. al (2012) reiterates that differences in individuals inclination to assist law enforcement might be explained by procedural justice and legitimacy. 

When the public trust the police it is more likely that crimes are reported as they have an increased confidence in the police that the incident will be dealt with appropriately. Cooperation is essential for effective crime prevention and resolution. When the public view the police in a positive light it can help deescalate potentially violent situations and reduce conflict between police and community members. College of Policing (2013) recognise that respectful interactions can help diffuse tensions and prevent confrontation from escalating violence. This is a result of treating public with fair and respectful treatment their authority is more likely to be accepted by the community leading to greater compliance of the law. 

Community engagement has a profound impact on policing in several ways, evidence has shown that effective community engagement, targeted foot patrols and collaborative problem solving can significantly increase public confidence in policing activity. By being visible to the public it is easier to establish a rapport and foster a sense of cooperation, making it easier to address crime and public safety concerns collaboratively (Merry et al., 2012). When officers actively engage with the community they can gain a better understanding of local issues, concerns and priorities. By engaging with the public, police forces can develop targeted strategies to address specific problems that the public express concerns over. Forces can then be influenced by the public and adjust their approaches appropriately to deal with issues raised such as neighbourhood disputes, antisocial behaviour and drugs. Through community engagement officers are able to identify potential problems early and intervene before they escalate into more significant issues. By a having a better level of communication officers can connect individuals with resources, support services and community programmes to address underlying issues contributing to crime and disorder. This can also lead to wider engagement in initiatives such as more involvement in community policing programs, neighbourhood watch groups and youth outreach efforts by the community. It has been shown to contribute to crime reduction by empowering communities to play an active role in crime prevention and promoting positive social norms (Aiyer et al., 2014). 

All of the above can enhance response policing, leading to more effective crime prevention and response. However, if the overall public perception of the police is negative it can have an adverse effect on police and their ability to fulfil their duties effectively. If the overarching public perception of police is negative the level of trust is commonly low and so are the levels of cooperation. Making it more challenging for officers to build relationship with the community. The lack of trust can lead to reduced cooperation with the police such as victims not coming forward and individuals being less likely to comply with the law, hindering investigations and crime prevention initiatives (Renauer & Covelli, 2011). If most of the public view the police in a negative light it can increase the level of hostility and resistance. This could further escalate to confrontations, protests, or acts of violence against police officers. 

In conclusion public perception can have a substantial impact on response policing, engagement with communities, building trust and promoting transparency can help to improve public perception of the police. This is turn can improve the polices ability to carry out their role. Public perception is essential for fostering positive relationships, maintaining order and promoting public safety within communities. As previously highlighted without the cooperation of the public law enforcement would not be able to carry out their role and serve the community without their consent. 
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Essay three: 
Evaluate the effectiveness of cognitive interviews as a strategy for obtaining initial accounts from victims and witnesses. 
Your answer must be based on academic research. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will evaluate the effectiveness of cognitive interviews as a strategy for obtaining initial accounts from victims and witnesses. Firstly, what a cognitive interview is will be covered and both the positive and negatives of cognitive interviews and how effective they are when used properly. 
Cognitive interviews are a method used by police and other investigative agencies to gather information from witnesses or victims of crimes. They are based on principles of cognitive psychology and memory recall, designed to maximise the accuracy and completeness of eyewitness’s testimony (Köhnken et al., 1999). Using this technique, the interviewer encourages the witness to mentally recreate the context surrounding the event, this can include the physical environment, emotions, and the thoughts they experienced at the time of the incident. This is believed that it will help trigger memory retrieval by recreating the original cognitive and emotional state (Memon & Higham, 1999). Interviewers also ask the witness to provide as much detail as possible, this can include relevant and irrelevant information as it might become significant later on in the investigation. Another technique incorporated into cognitive interviews is asking the witness to recall the incident in different sequences or orders. It can help prevent memory distortion and encourages retrieval of additional details. Interviewers will also be prompted to recall events form different perspectives, such as imagining themselves observing the incident from a different perspective. This technique can provide alternative viewpoints and enhance memory retrieval. 
Generally cognitive interviews are considered to be an effective technique in aiding victims and witnesses in retrieving accurate and detailed accounts of crimes. The positives of cognitive interviews include enhanced memory retrieval, using techniques such as prompting the witness to mentally recreate the event and recall the event in different orders can lead to witnesses recalling more detailed and accurate information about the events they witnessed. Cognitive interviews emphasize the use of open-ended questions and encourage the witness to freely recall information without being influenced by leading or suggestive prompts. Kebbell et al (1999) note that this can reduce the risk of contamination or distortion of eyewitnesses by not leading the witness during interview. 
Cognitive interviews are adaptable and can be tailored to suit the witnesses needs, cognitive abilities and specific circumstances. Techniques can be simplified for children or adapted to accommodate for cognitive limitations of elderly individuals. This technique can also be altered to consider psychological factors that may affect memory recall, such as stress, trauma and emotional state. Milne & Bull (2003) support the effectiveness of cognitive interviews as they found that children interviewed by cognitive interviews recalled a larger amount of correct detail and there was no change in reported errors within information. The adaptability of cognitive interviews allows interviewers to tailor their approach to meet unique needs and circumstances of each witness or victims, enhancing the effectiveness and reliability of the information obtained during the interview process. 
Cognitive interviews are designed to create a supportive and non-confrontational environment for witnesses and victims, which can help facilitate memory retrieval and encourage the provision of accurate information (Meadows, 2021). Interviewers are trained to demonstrate empathy and build rapport with the witness, establishing a trusting relationship from the outset. This helps the witness feel more comfortable and confident in sharing their experience. Interviewers use open ended questions and supportive prompts to encourage cooperations and reduce stress (Schmiedeberg & Schröder, 2023). Interviewers are also trained to be sensitive to the emotional state of the witness and to respond appropriately to signs of distress or discomfort. 
Although cognitive interviews are argued to be effective in the collection of initial accounts from victims and witness there are some drawbacks. Cognitive interviews can be more time consuming compared to other interviewing techniques, due to the emphasis on open ended questions and detailed recall. Kebbell et al, (1999) note that cognitive interviews are less likely to be used by police officers for less serious crimes, as this technique is time consuming. Cognitive interviews may not be practical in situations where time is limited, such as during an emergency response or when dealing with a large number of witnesses. 
Another drawback of using cognitive interviews as a technique to gain initial accounts is the specialist training required for officers to be able to carry out this type of interview. Law enforcement officers and interviewers need to be trained in cognitive interview techniques to ensure they are implemented correctly. Beatty & Willis, (2007) note that the use of cognitive interviews can be compromised by either lack of time or confidence if the interviewer is insufficiently trained. The training can be resource intensive and may require ongoing professional development. Like every other technique of interviewing, every interviewer will have a different technique due to the variety of the approach which could provide inconsistent results in interview (Memon et al., 1994).
Due to the complex nature cognitive interviews some witnesses may find it challenging to understand or implement effectively. This is especially true for individuals with cognitive impairments or limited verbal abilities, they may struggle to engage in the cognitive processes involved in memory retrieval (Bhatt & Gentile, 2021). Cognitive interviews may be less effective in situations involving uncooperative or hostile individuals. In these cases, other interview techniques may be more favourable. 
In conclusion cognitive interviews have demonstrated effectiveness in enhancing memory retrieval and improving quality of information. They can be especially useful when interview child witnesses and victims by increase correct recall and a larger amount of information. Although cognitive interviews are not without limitations, it is essential that officers and interviewers to be aware of the potential drawbacks and to use cognitive interview techniques in conjunction with other investigative methods to obtain reliable and accurate first accounts from witnesses and victims.
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Essay four: 
Examine the positive and negative aspects of media attention when dealing with public protection incidents. 
Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will examine the positive and negative aspects of media attention when dealing with public protection incidents. The relationship between the media and the police is a complex and multifaceted and it serves as a vital conduit for the police to communicate with the public. 

Police forces use the media for press releases, press conferences and interviews to alert the public about safety concerns, request information regarding a specific person or incident. In turn the media rely on police forces to pass information on breaking news stories and crime related developments (Greaves & Hunt, 2017). A public protection incident refers to any event or situation that poses a threat to the safety or security of the public. These can include a wide range of events including natural disasters, terrorist attacks and criminal incidents that require a coordinated response to protect the public and mitigate risks. 

It is essential that the police and the media have an effective working relationship. Public communication through collaboration with the media can aid in crime solving, the prosecution of offenders, and community safety (Ericson & Haggerty.,1997). Additionally, it can help the general public understand the actions and motivations of the police. 

When dealing with a public protection incident the media may take a liking to the incident due to the general interest the public will show. Media attention can be beneficial during a public protection incident as it can raise awareness among the public about the ongoing incident. Increased awareness can help people take appropriate action and potentially aid the police with the incident (Innes, 1999). Through media releases, appropriate information can be disseminated amongst the public and this in turn can assist in helping to keep the public informed and safe. 

The police-media relationship is getting more intricate than it has ever been. Though it is limited, their mutually beneficial partnership is nonetheless necessary for the public to be informed about crime stories. The police are being used by the media to help sell newspapers, attract TV viewers, and create other easily accessible public news sources by leveraging the police department to print crime stories. This illustrates how dependent they are on one another.

Media coverage of a public protection incident can mobilise resources, support and assistance from government agencies, non-profit organisations, businesses, and the community. Through increased media attention more individuals and organisations may be prompted to help, donate resources or volunteer their time to support response and recovery efforts (Chaitken., et al. (1977). When the media release information regarding a public protection incident it can foster a sense of solidarity and unity within the affected community. This may encourage people to come together, support one another and demonstrate resilience in the face of adversity. Positive stories of community resilience and acts of kindness can inspire hope and promote a sense of togetherness during challenging times. This can be demonstrated in the case of missing children media coverage to encourage witnesses to come forward to assist with the search. Schlesinger and Tumber (1993) note that media coverage of crimes increased information received from the public and resulted in offenders being arrest and charged.

Media attention can also have a negative impact when dealing with public protection incidents, as the media outlets may sensationalise incidents or prioritise dramatic headlines over factual reporting. This can lead to misinformation, panic and unnecessary fear among the public, exacerbating the impact of the incident. Glassner, (2009) explains what he refers to as the "perfect crime story" for reporters. He observes that readers like stories about likeable, innocent victims, and that the criminal ought to be a terrifying, heartless person. These types of crimes are more likely to be reported by the media as the public are more likely to read them.

The media are able to spread information very quickly, although this can be a positive it can also be a drawback when live reporting of an ongoing incident can compromise the safety and effectiveness of response operations. Sharing sensitive information such as tactical strategies or locations of responders may jeopardise the safety of responders and members of the public (College of Policing, 2022). To protect the integrity of the investigation and the people directly involved, the police will keep an eye on and restrict the amount of material provided to the media following a significant criminal incident. Even with this information available, the media continues to convey the facts incorrectly. This can lead to those who read the media having the highest levels of fear of crime because of their real risk of becoming victims.

The media can spread bias and misinformation regarding a public protection incident through various means, media outlets may selectively report certain facts or perspectives that align with their own biases or agendas, leading to a skewed portrayal of the incident (Mullis, 2009). Biased reporting or misinformation can shape public perception of an incident. Potentially leading to false leads or hindering the investigation 

Media attention can also create issues with response efforts, media presence at the sense of a public protection incident can interfere with response efforts and hinder the work of emergency responders. Journalists may impede access for responders, obstruct evacuation routes, or interfere with rescue operations in their pursuit of a story, 

Media attention during public protection incidents may infringe on the privacy of individuals affected by the incident, particularly victims or their families. Intrusive reporting can cause additional distress and trauma to those already dealing with a traumatic information. Journalists must exercise sensitive and discretion when reporting a sensitive or traumatic events, respecting the privacy and dignity of victims and their families.

In conclusion the attraction of media attention on public protection incidents may assist the police by offering valuable opportunities to raise awareness, disseminate information, mobilise resources and foster community solidarity in emergency response alerts. Effective communication and collaboration between authorities and media outlets are essential to maximise the positive impacts of media attention during public protection incidents. Although the media can also present challenges, such as misinformation or sensationalism which may create panic amongst the public. 
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Essay five: 
“Despite some progress, the system of juvenile justice in the United Kingdom remains excessively punitive. The state's response to juvenile crime should focus more on rehabilitation” (Hammarberg, 2012). Examine the effectiveness of rehabilitation and/or restorative justice as a means of reducing re-offending among young offenders. 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will examine the effectiveness of restorative justice (RJ) as a means of reducing reoffending among young offenders. RJ will be highlighted and examined on the appropriateness of implementing this technique in reducing reoffending in young offenders. A large percept of crimes committed are by under 18 year olds within the UK. Ensuring young offenders receive the appropriate treatment to reduce reoffending is essential to prevent a life of crime. 
RJ is an approach to addressing an offence and repairing the harm caused by the criminal behaviour. This technique includes the involvement of the victim, offender, and accountability, as the offender must admit to the offence to eligible for RJ.
The degree of victim participation is one aspect of RJ interventions that seems of victims and injuries caused when the evidence clearly shows them otherwise. to influence post-intervention offending. The ability of offenders to use neutralization strategies, such as "denial of harm" and "denial of victim," appears to be undermined by RJ processes that involve victims directly through in-person meetings. This is because it is difficult for offenders to deny the existence (Braithwaite, 2001). However, it is much easier for an offender to maintain such denials if a victim decides not to participate or only participates indirectly. Maxwell and Morris (2001) found that young offenders who met and/or apologized to their victim during their conference were less likely to reoffend. Results from Shapland et al. (2008) also imply that offenders who were more successful in stopping their criminal activity reported being influenced by victims' accounts of the harm and consequences of their actions. Given these findings, RJ interventions with direct victim participation may be more likely to have a greater impact on offender behaviour post-intervention compared to RJ’s that do not. Although RJ seems to be effective when victims are involved there may be doubt regarding victimless crimes such as drunk and disorderly, drug possession and dangerous drive, in reducing reoffending. 
Shame is thought to be connected to the stigmatization of offenders that takes place within traditional justice systems. According to Braithwaite (1989), this stigmatizing shame might have the opposite effect of what is intended and alienate the offender. Unlike traditional justice systems, restorative justice places more emphasis on social processes that involve a disapproval of the offending rather than the offender. This is believed to have a positive impact on a young person's cognitive and social development as well as their self-esteem. Stigmatization is reduced through restorative justice by emphasizing the action rather than the individual. While the goal of restorative justice is to confront juvenile offenders with the consequences of their actions and shame them, the requirement that they make reparations offers a way for them to be forgiven (McAlister and Carr, 2014). Therefore, shame in restorative justice is 'reintegrative' and is supposed to produce better results, but it is dependent upon the victim's presence.
Given the years of social disadvantage and exclusion that many offenders are likely to have experienced, along with other factors linked to youth offending and desistance from crime, some have expressed doubts about the potential effectiveness of a brief intervention like RJ. Specifically, it is commonly known that there are connections between juvenile criminality and a lack of educational, training, and job opportunities (Burnett & Roberts, 2004). In a similar vein, there is ample evidence linking drug abuse to juvenile criminality (Britton and Farrant, 2008). It is maintained that meeting these needs when they are discovered is crucial to lowering recidivism rates. Considering the long-term effects of criminal activity is one of the objectives of restorative justice initiatives. Consequently, resolving these problems might be necessary for an intervention to be considered "successful."

Although RJ is argued to reduce reoffending among young people, others have found inconsistent results. Some programs may be more effective than others in addressing underlying factors that contribute to criminal behaviour. Also to note, offenders are a diverse population with varying levels of risk, needs and responsiveness to treatment. It is not a one size fits all and the effectiveness of rehabilitation may differ depending on each individual (Hayes, 2005). 
It is also hard to measure reoffending rate, as reoffending needs to be defined. Does it include arrest, conviction, or imprisonment. Also, the length of time since they were last dealt with criminally. This also does not take into account unreported crimes. While the effectiveness of rehabilitation in reducing offending may vary depending on multiple factors, evidence based practices, targeted intervention that address the diverse needs of offenders have the potential to make meaningful contributions to recidivism reduction efforts. 
A keyway reoffending in young people can be reduce is by incorporating education and skill building. RJ programs do not provide educational opportunities and life skills development for young offenders. If these were offered it may increase the reduction of recidivism by improving academic and vocational skills of young offenders. 
Although RJ may reduce reoffending, it is imperative that aftercare and support services are provided once a program is completed to ensure positive outcomes and preventing relapse. Agencies such as education, social services and counselling can help individuals successfully deter from criminal behaviour. 
In conclusion restorative justice can be effective in reducing reoffending in young people, it is essential to acknowledge that no intervention is universally successful and there will be different outcomes for different individuals. The effectiveness of RJ may be influenced by external factors such as community support, access to resources and systemic barriers. There needs to be improvement to RJ services to maximise their impact and effectiveness on reducing reoffending in young offenders.
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