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c. 350-340 BC Loutrophoros

[image: ]Excavated in Apulia, Italy in 1999 B.C the container is dated around 350-340 B.C the Art Institute of Chicago attributes the pottery to the Varrese Painter who’s works are dated “to the middle of the 4th century” (En.wikipedia.org, 2020). The Loutrophoros purpose was to “hold water for ritual bathing before marriage” (The Art Institute of Chicago, 2020). This particular ritual was particularly common, and was carried out with water from a certain source “In a particular type of vessel”. (Blundell and Williamson, 1998).  However ritual bathing using similar vases were also just as common, as women after giving birth were also bathed this way as well as the child “to cleanse them of the defilement of the birth process”.(Blundell, 1995)Figure 1: Loutrophoros (Container for Bath Water) (Image from (The Art Institute of Chicago, 2020)

Another use for Loutrophoros, this one being less common was that they were placed outside of a house after young women had died so that “Visitors could purify themselves” (Blundell,S.(1995),These vases were also placed in unwed girls ' tombs to mark their union with Hades. This however supports this container as the Varrese painter often used larger pottery when “depicting funerary naiskos” (En.wikipedia.org, 2020) and the pottery does stand at roughly 2 foot.  In addition, when looking at the figures painted on the container are women both standing and sitting bearing gifts and offerings. As with many other pottery pieces produced in this period and region the two distinctive styles were the "ornate style" and "plain style" (Wikipedia Contributors, 2019). This piece would be considered ornate style with the size and elaborate handles.
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