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[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment will be showing how going on an educational visit in the outdoor environment is beneficial to children in supporting and developing children’s learning. By going on an educational visit, it enables children to develop their knowledge and understanding of a certain theme or topic. For this educational trip a class of twenty-six aged five to six pupils are going to Garwnant visitor centre to develop their knowledge and understanding on the theme minibeasts and the natural environment. This theme enables practitioners the opportunity to not only teach the Foundation Phase curriculum but also education for sustainable development and global citizenship which is important.   
Learning environments play a vital role in developing children’s knowledge and understanding within primary schools. It is essential that children are made to ‘feel safe and secure in their surroundings’ (Grigg, 2015, p. 158) in order for their learning to be truly successful. Without them feeling safe and secure it is impossible for effective learning to take place. The learning environment needs to meet the needs of all learners which will allow them to gain new experiences and in different ways. This does not only apply to the indoor learning environment but the outdoor learning environment too. Donaldson highlights the importance of foundation phase children learning in an outdoor environment and he also emphasises the importance of child-initiated play to develop their own independent learning. This point is also emphasised by Hilary Harriman (2006) who argues ‘a sensitive balance between child-initiated and adult-framed play is vital in order for true learning and understanding to take place.’ (Harriman, 2006, p. 5) It is important that the learning environment in which the children are in has resources that enable them to be active learners which links with the active learning theory supported by John Dewey who prosed active learning principles which would allow students to be more active in their learning he believed that the classroom restricted the extent of content in which children could learn and thought that allowing children in the outdoor environment would benefit them rather than being confined to the classroom environment.  Vygotsky also supports the idea of active learning where he believes that children will learn more by doing things for themselves rather than direct instructions from a teacher. (Grigg, 2015) If the learning environment does not give children, the opportunity to be active learners then their learning will not be as effective. This is supported by ‘brain based research indicates that active learning approaches are more likely to help individuals retain information than passive ones.’ (Cohen, 2004) It is important for children to have a certain extent of free choice within the activities they are participating in within a controlled environment in order for effective learning to take place. Learning in the outdoor environment is often seen as ‘risky’ and therefore sometimes ‘it can reduce opportunities for young people to appreciate the awe and wonder of nature’ argues Hywyn Williams, Chief Officer for Learning and Achievement. This is because although there is always an element of risk when taking children in the outdoor environment as long as risks are reduced then going outdoors is beneficial for children. The are many benefits for children to learn in the outdoor environment not only are they able to have the sense of freedom of being in the outdoor environment but they are able to set themselves challenges where they are also learning how to stay safe by learning form their mistakes. (Pound, 2009 ) It is important for children to experience different learning environments as it enables children to develop and grown within their education journey. It is especially important that the learning environment enables children to have connections between past experiences linking prior knowledge with the adults, peers and materials that are available to them.  
The aims of this educational visit are for children to gain a wider knowledge and understanding about minibeasts, wildlife and the environment. I think it is important to do this outside of the school environment as it gives the children a chance to explore in a different environment in which to some of them it could be totally new. This experience will allow the opportunity for children to search for minibeasts, looking closer at what they look like it will also give them the opportunity to have a sense of freedom being in the outdoors and not confined to a classroom space. Within the visit there are numerous activities that children will be doing such as the animal trail which will also give them a sense of adventure, den building, building mini homes, spotting mini beasts and natural art activities. This visit will help children in expanding their prior knowledge and it will also give the children the chance to ask any further questions to the experts at the site. This school visit will also enable children to develop skills such as working in a team, thinking skills and will also help with their mental and physical wellbeing. 
For the school visit the class are going to Garwnant near the town of Merthyr Tydifil. It is a gateway to the Brecon beckons National Park it is situated along the A470, 14 miles south of Brecon and five miles north of Merthyr Tydfil. (Appendix _) This location is ideal as it means from the school it is only a 25-minute journey on the bus. Garwnant is also within the Fforest Fawr Geopark which is one of a number of places across the world designated for their international geological significance. This location is also ideal because of the accessibility that it provides as it is accessible for wheelchair users also. It also provides toilets and a café and has numerous picnic tables which are ideal for the children to have their lunch on. Garwnant also has animal trails that are ideal for the children to go and explore in their groups and find further information and explore freely in an outdoor safe environment with the presence of an adult. I believe that this is an ideal location to take the children on their school visit because it gives the children a wide range of opportunity to explore their surroundings and is of perfect location for the children to spot a range of wildlife creatures. The price for a coach to park is £10 but it is free admission for children to go and visit which is also extremely beneficial as it means that the only cost that needs to be covered is the bus. (Appendix _) I think overall this location is ideal and will benefit the children’s learning immensely which will allow us to carry out creative activities as well as having follow on lessons based around our theme of minibeasts after the visit. (Please see Appendix _ for booking form.) 
The children going on this school trip are from a small primary school located in Tredegar, the children are in year one, the ages of five to six years old. In the class there are twenty-six children; there are fourteen boys and twelve girls. In the class there are three children with additional learning needs; a child who has a cochlear implant, one who is on the autistic spectrum and one with dyslexia. The child who has the cochlear implant has one to one support everyday within the classroom from an additional adult. Within the class we have a reward system where each child has their own pot with their name on and if they have done anything good that needs to be rewarded then we use a bead system where we have three different colour beads worth a different amount of money. A black bead is worth one pound, a purple bead is worth fifty pence, a blue bead is worth twenty-five pence. At the end of each week we add up the total number of the beads and record it on a table, which ever three children who have the most amount of money at the end of the week have a prize. This reward system will be reinforced on the school visit where children will be rewarded beads for good behaviour. This links with the behaviourism theory by Skinner (2966) called operant conditioning where ‘reinforcement increases the probability that a particular response will occur in the future, while a punishment will have the opposite effect.’ (Grigg, 2015, p. 136) On the school trip children will be working in pairs within their mixed ability groups where the middle ability children will be paired with lower ability children so that they can help them and so that the lower ability children can learn from those children who are of slightly higher ability than themselves. Higher ability pupils will be paired together so that I can push them further with their learning. This links to the theory of Vygotsky (1896-1934) who argues that ‘it is better to have learners working alongside someone at a level slightly above their own.’ (Grigg, 2015, p. 139)   
The theme that the children will be studying is minibeasts. Within this theme children will be looking at what minibeasts look like moving onto the habitats, the different functions of the minibeasts for example honeybees make honey and also what they eat in order to survive.  I believe that this is an interesting topic for young children of this age group to investigate as it will give them an appreciation for the natural environment around them. It also has great opportunity to teach elements of the Education for Sustainable Development (ESDGC) within the lessons where I can emphasise that there are many different living things, each with their own habitat and the importance of protecting their habitats.  I am also able to link to this how the different season changes affect the animals and their habitats therefore children will be able to learn and understand a variety of information. This topic is interesting and fun and has the opportunity to explore in the outdoor environment which I think children find exciting as it gives them a sense of freedom rather than being confided to the indoor space of the classroom. Learning about minibeasts also means that there are a variety of lessons surrounding this theme that could be taught such as geography with map work, mathematics learning about measurement, addition and subtracting, ordering, English creating a creature fact file and science lessons looking at habitats and art lessons where you could create a collage using natural resources. This theme allows teachers to teach cross-curricular which is extremely important in primary school as it is thought that teaching topic work in a cross curricular approach allows learners to ‘see the relationship between different subjects’ (Kerry, 2011, p. 53) where by teaching the topic of minibeasts it is clear that there are many links between different subjects.  
Before the visit children will be introduced to our new topic which is minibeasts. To begin with I will find out what children already know about the topic by asking them questions such as ‘do you know what a minibeast is?’ before moving on to showing them the PowerPoint presentation (Appendix _) which introduces the different minibeasts and their habitats. Children will then be split up into groups of five and they will be given a sheet which has four minibeasts in which they have to find and then tally how many they have found around the school grounds on the worksheet. (Appendix _) Once this is complete the class will come back inside, and we will briefly discuss the different mini beasts we found. Half the class will then stay with myself and we will be creating a bar graph from our results using j2data on hwb. (Appendix _) The remainder of the class will either be with the additional adult completing a matching game where they have to match the mini beast to the correct habitat (Appendix _) or they will be doing independent work where they will be given a variety of resources to create a mini beast of their choice. We will work on a carousel whereby the end of the session all children will have completed all the activities. These activities ensure that the children have some prior knowledge and understanding of minibeasts before looking at them further on the visit. (Please see Appendix _ for the lesson plan) 
Before going on the visit, it is essential that I have record of the medical list of all the children as well as emergency contact numbers in a folder along with the permission slips for the trip. I will also need to have a first aid box and the necessary medication for those children who have medical problems. I will need to inform the kitchen staff the day before the trip to inform them that my class will not be there for lunch however, if there are children in my class who receive free school meals I will need to speak to the kitchen staff to ensure that the children are provided with a free school packed lunch. Prior to the school trip I will also ensure that I have enough additional adults accompanying me on the trip with the ratio of 1:6, therefore I will need five additional adults plus the one to one for the child in my class so on the trip there will be six additional adults in total. I will also need a class register and copies for each member of staff of their groups so they know exactly who they have in their group  and I will also put coloured stickers on children who are in the same group to make it easier for members of staff. (Please see Appendix _ for the register and groups) Prior to the visit I will also have to create a risk assessment for the school trip. (Appendix _) I have researched the location and it is free of charge for the children to attend which is a positive as it means the overall cost of the trip will be lowered as we will only need to pay for the bus. The overall cost of the trip will be £11.50. (Please see Appendix _ for parental consent letter)
During the visit children will be taking part in five activities throughout the day where we will be working in groups on a rotation, trying to effectively stick to the timings that I have pre-planned to ensure that children get the most out of each activity. (Please see Appendix _ for the timetable of the day) The activities include den building, natural art, animal sculpture trail, building mini homes for the creatures and minibeast spotting. (Please see Appendix _ for lesson plan) Within these activities’ children will have the opportunities to work together, admire their natural surroundings and develop their own knowledge and understanding of our theme whilst being in the outdoor environment. A benefit of being in the outdoor environment is that the ‘space means that children are better able to be involved in the range of movement opportunities that they need to develop brain and body’ (Pound, 2009 , p. 76) Not only will children be developing their intellectual skills but also their physical skills and coordination skills which is highly beneficial for children. 
After the educational visit we will have a class discussion about the activities that children have completed during the educational visit and draw pictures and key words on the whiteboard as a reflection. Children will then be completing a fact file on their chosen mini beast using what they have learnt from prior to the visit and what they learn from the visit and they will be using the iPads for further research. Children will be using fact file templates for this activity. (Please see Appendix _) Another activity in which children will be completing is cutting out templates of 2D shapes and creating a minibeast, there are numerous templates for the different minibeasts that children can create. (Please see Appendix _) Children will then play mini beast games developing their skills and knowledge further of the theme ensuring what they have learnt has been obtained throughout these lessons.( Appendix _ ) With these activities we will be working on a rotation like the previous lessons to ensure that children are not on the same activity for too long to ensure that children are engaged with the activities. (Please see Appendix _ for lesson plan)  
The children will be learning a variety of different skills within all the activities that they are taking part throughout prior, during and after the visit. Within these lessons there is a huge emphasis on learning in the outdoor environment to ensure children are receiving real life experiences such as den building. Den building using natural materials is not something that you could easily do in the indoor environment. Children will be having real life experiences by going on a mini beast spotting activity where they can see the minibeasts in real life and up close rather than only pictures of them. By taking the children in the outdoor environment it also means that they can develop a sense of right and wrong when in the outdoors. For example, if they touch a stingy nettle, they will get stung it is something that they cannot learn if they were in the indoors.  Within the current curriculum the aims consist of promoting ‘the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society’ (Donaldson, 2015, p. 22) I believe that the activities that the children will be doing promotes spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development for children by being in the outdoors and the skills they will be learning in the activities. This being said I also believe my activities also links to the aims of the new curriculum for all learners to be ‘ambitious, enterprising, ethical, and healthy learners’ (Donaldson, 2015)  By the children being outdoors it gives children the opportunity to be ambitious and test their own limits. It has also been suggested that being in the outdoors is good for children’s well-being and mental health by having freedom to explore the natural surroundings and develops their physical skills too.  As well as developing the skills from the curriculum within these activities there is also chance to teach children about Education for Sustainable Development where children will be able to understand ‘the variety of living things’ and ‘different habitats support different animals and plants’ (Government, 2008) which is important in order for children to lead fulfilling lives in society. 
In conclusion I believe it is important to take children in the outdoor environment as it broadens their knowledge and understanding by taking part in activities in which they would be limited to do so if they were only in the classroom environment.  Being in the outdoors gives many benefits for children such as improving their health and well-being along with providing children with real life experiences that will be more memorable by being outdoors compared to being in the classroom environment. 
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