The competitive nature between muscle cars of the 60’s and 70’
Intro
The muscle car was first used to describe the big 1920s Bentley racers but the term American muscle car was first given to the Pontiac GTO and was to describe a two door saloon car with a large torquey motor up front rear wheel drive at the back. With the traditional American muscle car would use a live rear axle (both rear wheels use the same suspension) very poor handling due to live rear axle, they are often very cheap and affordable so the working class man can afford it emphasis on the name of a working class hero. The muscle cars of the 60’s and 70’s where very competitive and copied each other’s designs and engines this led to a kind of miniature cold war where they kept trying to outdo and surpass each other.  Until the 80’s when the fuel crisis struck and small Japanese city cars became more popular compared to the V8’s of yesteryear.  In this exhibit you will see the beauty of classic American muscle cars.
Location
My location for this exhibition is Coventry motor museum as it has enough space for me to put the cars; also it fits the theme of the building. I think that this place is the best for me as it has a specific place for exhibitions and it will have the facilities there to make it easy to move the cars without damaging them. Another benefit would be that Coventry University is there with the automotive design and transport design courses there so it would be an attraction for them. The area is also suited perfectly as it is in the midlands and close to the motorway so it is easily assessable to people who travel to see it. The museum is my location for all these reason and many more for instant because it is already a motoring museum it has car pedestals for the care to rest on and to help draw attention to them and for the 24 hour security that would be there to make sure no one damages the cars and the maintenance crew to get the cars to show room specification and make them more eye catching and of a higher worth. 








Ford
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Fig 1
The mustang was a brilliant piece of engineering in 1967.  The mustang line was only 3 years old at this point; however this did not stop Carroll Shelby from putting a little bit of engineering genius into it. The mustang had a v8 as its centre piece and the Shelby edition could reach top speeds of 140 and had 306hp. The mustang was known for being reliable and also had one of the biggest options lists of the time for purchasing it, which meant that you could customize it to your liking. The 1967 redesign made the mustang looked more aggressive but also made it heavier. However because of the addition of the fibre glass hood in an attempt to save weight the car was made more prone to catching on fire. This car has a beauty of its own due to the sleek lines of the car extenuated by the chrome accents that give it a wider look then it actually has.  
Top speed: 140mph
Horse power: 306hp
Original price: $3,995
Current price: $50,000-$100,000
 
Dodge 
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Fig 2
The dodge charger was a beautiful piece of design that was cheaper at the time than a Camaro or a mustang making it more desirable to younger people and to the working joe.  Designed in 1967 by Jeffory Godshall whilst not at all aerodynamic it could reach an impressive speed of 121 mph however it did feel like re-entering the Earth’s atmosphere. This car was popularised by the famous TV series of the Dukes of Hazzard where they kitted out there bright orange charger with confederate flag on the roof and welded doors. They also helped to popularise the idea of heavily customising cars which lead to the charger becoming one of the most popular cars for hot rodder’s and drag racers alike. The charger was one of those cars you could afford at the time but still had the looks and performance to compete with the other contenders with its straight, sleek design with a regal grill and bumper with lights that fold away to keep the design of the car sleek 
Top speed: 121mph
Horse power: 265hp
Original price: $3,128
Current price: $25,000-$80,000
Plymouth
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Fig 3
This iconic car is a race ready version of the standard roadrunner which is the base model and the most practical to own. The road runner was a mid-sized car that was built to be a cheap base model to it two successors in mid the GTX and the Super-bird, for the Super-bird they made it more aerodynamic by adding a pointed front come and to add traction at high speeds they added a ridiculously high spoiler. The Plymouth Super-bird is a NAS Car racing legend for being too fast for the race with no speed limits and was driven by Richard petty (the king) This car has recently become popularised for being a NAS Car called  ‘king’ in the move ‘Cars’. Unfortunately dodge shut down there racing division and basically stole their ideas for the Dodge Daytona. The design for this car was purposely made without much care for aesthetics built with performance in mind that is why the car looks outrageous but also has a commanding presence that deserves respect.  
Top speed: 200mph
Horse power: 425hp
Original price: $4,298
Current price: $200,000 - $350,000

Pontiac 
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Fig 4
The Pontiac GTO first designed in 1964 was the first “American muscle car” (the first “muscle car” was the big Bentleys of the 1920s) like most muscle cars it came with a V8 and was the evolution of a slow paced sports car to a true American muscle car. The original GTO seen here has a brutish car designed to be intimidating and go in a straight line they did later make a sportier more agile version called the GTO Judge. The sharp line in the bumper portrays an aggressive demeanour that helps present the car as more masculine that has helped it be developed into further iterations. This car truly set the trend for all future muscle cars American or not. Its original design was by John DeLorean who later went on to design the DMC DeLorean and was hardly revolutionary but it still captured the hearts of Americans everywhere due to its appearance in ‘Back to the future’.
Top speed: 122mph
Horse power: 348hp
Original price: $4,298
Current price: $200,000 - $350,000




Chevrolet 
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Fig 5
The Camaro was the lightest and best handling out of all the muscle cars in this exhibition and arguable the one best of the early true muscle/pony cars which had great success in sales with a top speed of 120mph. the Camaro was alongside the Mustang as the target car for the working class hero as one of the best cheap muscle car. The Camaro is a sleek and solid built car that hold a place in many enthusiast hearts due to the fact that it was a fantastic performance car but also a fantastic everyday car with an elegant interior so that the car could be used as a business car. Due to the large array of aftermarket parts for the car as well it could be specked out to owner’s desire.
Top speed: 120mph
Horse power: 140hp
Original price: $3,080
Current price: $40,000 - $100,000


Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion these are in my opinion some of the most beautiful muscle cars in history however because of the rivalry between the company’s they have had to develop their cars to be quicker and better to suit the needs of the customers. Out of all these cars I would say the mustang and the Camaro are the most successful because they sold the most and their older one’s have become increasingly more valuable as they are starting to come back into fashion and are being sought after again 
These cars truly embody the post war American dream of freedom this mixed with all of the ex-service men who had now been taught to fix and maintain large military vehicles such as tanks and aircraft now knew how to build their own cars from scratch this lead into the American muscle cars being such a success especially with these men and their children who would now buy the pre made hot rods that they could then customise with “speed” parts. Then later on after the Vietnam war a couple of big companies started to offer large deals to war veterans as a reward for serving their country and once again they had experience with building and maintaining their vehicles so they kept the hot rodding life style alive.
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