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I have completed Part 1 of my degree (Yr wyf wedi Rhan 1 o fy ngradd).
	Title of Dissertation Teitl eich Traethawd Hir): 
Twenty-First Century Arthur—Gender-Bent, Inclusive, Feminist Retellings of the Arthurian Myth


	Aims and Objectives (Nodau ac Amcanion): 
Aim: To review recent retellings of the Arthurian myth and examine how they reflect 21st-century society and evolving attitudes of feminism, identity and diversity. 
Objectives:

· Review and analyse these works and compare and contrast them to earlier versions of the Arthurian myths
· Research the latest scholarship on the evolution of Arthurian archetypes and examine how these new iterations provide a perspective on their respective societies
· Connect with the creators of the works to further explore their personal motivations in producing these new stories. 


	Abstract/Crynodeb (approximately 500 words):
Tales of King Arthur have been told and re-told for centuries. While societal interest in Arthur as a hero figure has waxed and waned, it is undeniable that a cultural foundation of Arthuriana now exists, built on communal storytelling elements going back hundreds of years.
Each retelling not only offers up a new perspective, but also a snapshot of a current moment in time and that particular society’s cultural values. The works of 20th-century writers T.H. White, Susan Cooper, and T.A. Barron are often cited by Arthurian enthusiasts as their first exposure to the Arthurian myth when they were children. But there have been a number of 21st-century retellings, particularly in the young adult genre, that merit a deeper examination for their commentary on what’s going in the world today. Building on those foundational elements of the Arthurian myth, new works such as The Raven Cycle by Maggie Stiefvater, a quartet that weaves in Welsh history and mythology into a contemporary quest; Camelot Rising by Kiersten White, a trilogy based on the premise that Guinevere was a changeling sent to Arthur to protect him from a possible uprising; Once & Future by Amy Rose Capatta and Cory McCarthy, a duology starring Ari and her older adoptive brother Kay on the lam in a junky old spaceship; and Aetherbound by E.K. Johnston, also set in space, with its subtle underlay of the myth of the Fisher King, reflect 21st-century society and its rapidly changing attitudes, whether it be through challenging societal norms, exploring gender and sexual identity, featuring queer, trans, and nonbinary main characters, or ensuring that marginalized voices are given the space to be heard. 

In addition to doing a comprehensive examination of each of these texts (additional titles listed in the Bibliography below) and any related reviews and interviews generated around the publication of these works, I will also study the recent research done by academics pertaining to Celtic myth and history as portrayed in modern literature, as well as reference some of the earliest known examples of the Arthurian myth (e.g., Arthur’s brief appearance in the prose tale Culhwch ac Olwen). I will make use of a range of academic and commercial information sources, including university library resources, bibliographic databases, and standard publications in the publishing industry (e.g., Publisher’s Weekly and Kirkus Reviews). My hope is to also make connections with these works to current world events and political circumstances. 
I also intend to use my role as an editor of books for children and teens to secure interviews with some of these writers directly to gain a deeper understanding of their motives in creating these new versions of the Arthurian legend. 



	Short Introductory Bibliography:

Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr
Arthur in Medieval Welsh Literature, 2nd edn. by O.J. Padel (University of Wales Press, 2013).
The Arthur of the Welsh: The Arthurian Legend in Medieval Welsh Literature by Rachel Bromwich, A.O.H. Jarman and Brynley F. Roberts (Cardiff University Press, 1991).
Arthurian Literature in the Middle Ages, ed. by Roger Sherman Loomis (Clarendon Press, 1959).
Aetherbound by E.K. Johnston (Dutton Books, 2021).

Camelot Rising Trilogy by Kiersten White (Delacorte Press, 2019) 

The Guinevere Deception

The Camelot Betrayal
The Excalibur Curse (not yet published but due in 2022)
Celtic Myth in Contemporary Children’s Fantasy: Idealization, Identity, Ideology by Dimitra Fimi (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017).
Half Sick of Shadows by Laura Sebastian (Ace, 2021).
Historia Brittonum (c.828 C.E.)
History of the Kings of Britain by Geoffrey Monmouth (c.1100-1155 C.E.)
Legendborn (Book 1 of the Legendborn Cycle) by Tracey Deonn (Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2020).
Le Morte d’Arthur: King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table by Sir Thomas Malory (Canterbury Classics, 2015). 
The Mabinogion, 2nd edn. by Sioned Davies (Oxford University Press, 2018).
'Once, Future, Sometime, Never: Arthur in History,’ in Reading History in Children's Books by Catherine Butler and Hallie O'Donovan (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).

Pagan Themes in Modern Children's Fiction: Green Man, Shamanism, Earth Mysteries by Peter Bramwell (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009).
Queen of None by Natania Barron (Vernacular Books, 2020).

The Raven Cycle by Maggie Stiefvater (Scholastic, 2012)

The Raven Boys

The Dream Thieves

Blue Lily, Lily Blue

The Raven King

Sword Stone Table: Old Legends, New Voices by Swapna Krishna and Jenn Northington, eds (Vintage Books, 2021).
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